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The House at fault

Re “Richmond’s persona non grata” 
(Shawn Day Sunday Forum column, 
Feb. 8): Day asserts that Del. Joe 
Morrissey is an ineffective lawmak-
er and tells us that “voters in the 74th 
District only hurt themselves by re-
turning Morrissey to the Capitol.”

Despite the Richmond network that 
worked so hard to defeat him, voters 
decided to keep Morrissey. A feder-
al suit already has been filed against 
the Democratic Party of Virginia for 
its “firehouse primary,” a machina-
tion that made a mockery of the po-
litical process and disenfranchised 
many African American voters.

While I cannot defend Morrissey, I 
believe the House of Delegates is just 
as obscene when it patronizes voters 
and shuns Morrissey, the 74th Dis-
trict’s duly elected representative.

Also, I find it interesting that it has 
taken such an objectionable human 
being to so clearly elucidate the flaws 
in Virginia politics, and I would re-
mind the House of Delegates that it 
is the will of the people, even those of 
the 74th District, that is the basis of 
the authority for all government.

Judith Page O’Flaherty
Norfolk

Let them eat doughnuts

Re “Selling goodies is a sweet way 
to raise funds for schools, but it’s not 
healthy” (Roger Chesley column, Feb. 
10): Chesley’s column, in which he 
supports school bans on selling sug-
ary treats as a fundraiser, is a perfect 
example of supporting the govern-
ment’s attempts to control people. In 
this case, Chesley is supportive of Mi-
chelle Obama’s crusade against child-
hood obesity.

Are we so dumb to believe that 
healthy lunches in schools will re-
duce obesity? The unintended con-
sequences of this already have 
been seen around the country. Gar-
bage cans in school cafeterias are 
filled with uneaten food because the 
children don’t like it. Groups such 
as school bands can no longer sell 
doughnuts to raise money to go on 
trips or be in competitions, so now 

they must look to other ways to raise 
money.

How about holding a car wash in 
30-degree weather? Are they going 
to be selling apples to raise money? 
Maybe a common-sense approach 
such as allowing kids 30 minutes of 
exercise each day would help the obe-
sity problems in America. We should 
encourage good eating habits at 
home, too. 

Schools can’t dictate what kids do 
at home, so what exactly are they ac-
complishing other than turning the 
country into more of a nanny state 
while people keep getting bigger?

 Let the kids sell their doughnuts 
and let the buyers choose whether 
to buy them or not. It’s called sup-
ply and demand. One thing is certain: 
Without the funds raised by the lu-
crative doughnut sales, many school-
sponsored groups will cease to exist.

Nicholas Renesis
Virginia Beach

A simple question

I’m writing to ask a question about 
the folks out there in Never-Never 
Land (the members of the Virginia 
General Assembly).

I wonder if they have ever heard 
of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. It was ratified by Con-
gress on July 9, 1868, and became the 
law of the land, superseding all state 
laws. It does three things: It grants 
citizenship to “all persons born or 
naturalized in the U.S.” It forbids a 
state from denying “life, liberty or 
property without due process of the 
law,” and it forbids a state from deny-
ing any person within its jurisdiction 
the equal protection of the law. 

That would apply to gay people, 
transgender people, red-haired peo-
ple, short people, old people and even 
(gasp) Democrats.

What’s so hard to understand about 
that?

William Reed
Virginia Beach

BLAME HERRING, NOT CUCCINELLI
RE “HOUSE TO VOTE on bill forcing Va. attorney general to take on cases” 
(front page, Feb. 10): As expected, The Pilot once again obfuscates the truth in 
deference to the party line.
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Reporter Kathy Hieatt claims that 
Attorney General Mark Herring’s 
disgraceful dereliction of duty has a 
precedent in the actions of former At-
torney General Ken Cuccinelli, as he 
once declined to represent the com-
monwealth in a matter involving the 
takeover of certain Norfolk schools, 
which he objected to on constitution-
al grounds.

She tangentially links this to Her-
ring’s decision to not defend the com-
monwealth’s same-sex marriage 
ban, which he opposed on constitu-
tional grounds. The crucial detail, 
which The Pilot has left out, is that 
Cuccinelli believed that the school 

takeover violated the Virginia con-
stitution, the document which our at-
torney general swears to uphold.

Herring believes that the same-
sex marriage ban violated the feder-
al Constitution, a opinion that should 
be outside the scope of his consider-
ation, as he is the state’s attorney gen-
eral.

One man decided to honor Virgin-
ians’ wishes. The other man decided 
that they weren’t worth his consider-
ation.

Dylan H. Jones
Virginia Beach

ANOTHER 
ETHICS
CHARADE
IN RICHMOND

our views

T
HE SEQUEL to the General Assem-
bly’s 2014 theatrical performance 
over ethics reform opened this week, 
with lawmakers reprising famil-

iar complaints and showing righteous in-
dignation before begrudgingly approving 
new bills.

Those proposals, spurred by the gift-for-
influence scandal that earned former Gov. 
Bob McDonnell a felony record and two-
year prison term, represent the product of 
hours of negotiations. Several legislators 
bemoaned the new restrictions as an un-
necessary inconvenience thrust upon them 
by a pertinacious press corps.

The 110-page Senate bill details more 
stringent disclosure processes and require-
ments, assigns a $100 cap on gifts — tangi-
ble and intangible — and calls for elected 
officials to request an ethics advisory com-
mission’s permission to accept free, work-
related junkets.

To Sen. John Watkins, it lays “trip wires” 
and could discourage potential candidates 
from seeking office.

To Sen. Tom Garrett, it’s an “exercise in 
self-flagellation.”

To Sen. Bryce Reeves, it’s a “bureau-
cratic nightmare” that lawmakers are be-
ing forced to approve. “The press is go-
ing to beat us over the head if we don’t,” 
he muttered.

That culture of entitlement and sense of 
victimization reflect the extent to which 
Richmond’s political class appears increas-
ingly disconnected from the rest of the com-
monwealth.

Until last year, lawmakers could accept 
any gift.  Such largesses were  apparently 
 viewed by lawmakers as akin to tips for 
restaurant waitstaff; Watkins complained 
that the loss of gratuities would necessitate 
a pay raise for lawmakers.

Of course, Virginia’s system has long 
turned a blind eye to elected officials hold-
ing out their hands and grabbing  whatev-
er they could  so long as they reported it. 
Which is at least partially what got us into 
this mess in the first place.

Virginians were rightly repulsed by the 
tawdry testimony at the corruption trial 
of the former governor and first lady. The 
golf clubs, the Rolex, the designer clothes, 
the cash, the vacations — the McDonnells 
enjoyed a taste of luxury, and in return of-
fered the credibility of the commonwealth’s 
highest office to their benefactor, a business-
man seeking state support for his compa-
ny’s dietary supplement.

Virginia’s laws proved so weak to deter or 
prohibit such conduct that authorities had 
to rely on federal law to protect the public’s 
trust and the office’s integrity.

After McDonnell’s indictment last year, 
the General Assembly approved a loophole-
ridden package of changes that prohibited 
gifts valued at more than $250, but permit-
ted elected officials to keep feeding at the 
special-interest trough of meals, flights, 
trips — the Masters at Augusta National 
Golf Club, hunting in Alaska, stays at the 
Greenbrier — and other “intangible” gifts.

This year, with McDonnell and his wife 
convicted felons and Democratic Gov. Ter-
ry McAuliffe having defunded lawmakers’ 
ethics advisory commission, the General 
Assembly finds itself again under the spot-
light. While some have worked earnestly to 
advocate for credible reform, many more 
have balked at the prospect of no longer 
getting whatever they can.

The result, as Senate Republican Lead-
er Tommy Norment declared on the Sen-
ate floor, is a “bastardized piece of legisla-
tion” that seeks to do something without 
doing too much. Unsurprisingly, it fails to 
empower an independent ethics commis-
sion to issue subpoenas and pursue inves-
tigations — the single most effective com-
ponent lawmakers could approve.

That makes this week’s legislative hand-
wringing feel practically routine, and cer-
tainly unsatisfying. The proposals, at least 
in their current form, are crafted almost as 
if to set the stage for a trilogy.

THE  ISSUE  Even after the McDonnell 
convictions, legislators would like to 
continue grabbing whatever they can.

WHERE WE STAND  Virginians should 
be infuriated by the values displayed in 
the General Assembly, not vice versa.

columns online
Jonathan Bernstein: Obama’s hypocrisy on 
gay marriage is ethical.

Noah Smith: Everything we know about 
recessions might be wrong.

Lynne Curry: Has the farm-to-table 
movement actually helped farmers?

hamptonroads.com/pilot/opinion

Pork’s 
ongoing
sizzle

other views

THERE’S THIS pathetic sign I used to 
drive by a lot in rural Alabama. It was dis-
integrating, and tangled in kudzu, but the 
saddest part was the slogan on it: “Pork 
Is Health!”

It was clearly the remnant of a failed 
and somewhat ridiculous 
marketing campaign for 
the forgotten meat. And 
while “The Other White 
Meat” has proved more 
durable, it too always 
struck me as kind of sad 
and wannabe-ish.

Still, no need to feel sor-
ry for pork now. It hasn’t 
gained any ground on 
chicken, which has risen 

from No. 3 meat in the U.S. in the 1970s 
to utterly dominant No. 1 today. But the 
Department of Agriculture expects U.S. 
pork production to surpass beef in 2015 
for the first time since 1952.

The pork-beef switch has come for rea-
sons of both demand and supply. First, de-
mand: The Pork Board’s health-focused 
Other White Meat campaign, introduced 
in 1987, actually did work. By the 1990s, in 
fact, hog farmers were clamoring for help 
in selling the parts of the pig that weren’t 
lean and white. In response, the Pork 
Board methodically laid the groundwork 
for what is now a national mania for bacon. 
Add to that the arrival of tens of millions 
of immigrants from Latin American and 
Asian countries where pork is a big part 
of the cuisine, and you have the makings 
of strong demand . Exports  now account 
for about 20 percent of U.S. production, 
up from 11 percent a decade ago. China is 
especially hungry for pork — the biggest 
takeover so far of an American company 
by a Chinese one was of Smithfield Foods, 
a pork producer and processor.

The even bigger differences, though, 
may be on the supply side. “Beef just 
takes a long time,” says Bob Young, chief 
economist at the American Farm Bureau. 
Young predicted pork’s triumph last fall, 
partly on the basis of such temporary fac-
tors as a slow rebuilding of cattle herds 
after droughts in Texas and California. 
But the longer time needed to raise beef 
cattle than hogs or chickens helps explain 
the diverging long-run trendlines as well.

Basically, hog farming and chicken 
farming in the U.S. have become indoor, 
industrial activities.   Giant chicken opera-
tions, most with more than 250,000 birds, 
many with more than a million, churn out 
meat with staggering efficiency. It now 
takes just five or six weeks from hatch-
ing to slaughter.  Chicken has gone from 
expensive delicacy to cheap, abundant 
protein source.

Chicken factory farming in the U.S. 
is centered in the Southeast, and in the 
1970s a few hog farmers in North Caro-
lina decided to imitate their chicken-rais-
ing neighbors . These enclosed operations 
were a big success there, soon spread to 
the traditional hog-raising heartland of 
the Midwest, and have since made in-
roads in unlikely places like the high des-
ert of western Utah (the reason being, I 
think, that there’s no one around to smell 
them). Most hogs are raised in facilities 
with more than 5,000 animals, where it 
takes about six months to raise a pig to 
slaughter weight.

The beef business also has its industrial 
side, the giant feedlots where young cattle 
are quickly fattened for slaughter not long 
after they turn a year old. That’s much 
younger than in the past, but is still a lot 
older than six months or six weeks. Plus, 
for the first six months of their lives, beef 
calves live on the range with their moth-
ers and are subject to drought and other 
dangers. Basically, raising beef still has 
something in common with actual farm-
ing/ranching — which makes it less ef-
ficient than chicken or pork production.

As you can probably tell, I am not en-
tirely comfortable with these develop-
ments (and yes, I am one of those insuffer-
able people who buys almost all his meat 
at the farmer’s market and brags about 
it). The changes in agricultural technol-
ogy that have enabled the rise of chicken 
and the revival of pork have made chick-
en and hog farmers much more produc-
tive . It is productivity gains that bring 
economic growth and rising living stan-
dards, and these particular productivity 
gains have made it possible for people to 
consume chicken and pork at much low-
er prices than would otherwise have been 
possible. Yay!

On the other hand, they’ve made it a 
lot less fun to be a chicken or a pig, and 
have brought  major environmental and 
health concerns. Hog manure runoff is a 
 problem in several states, tightly packed 
indoor farms are a breeding ground for 
diseases , the liberal use of antibiotics to 
fight or even preempt diseases spreads 
antibiotic resistance, and the meat pro-
duced most likely isn’t nearly as good for 
you as the non-factory kind.

I really like pork, so it’s hard for me to 
root against it. But I’m not sure this tri-
umph is really worth celebrating.

Justin Fox is a Bloomberg View columnist.

JUSTIN
FOX
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