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Who’s next for federal prosecutors?

THE IMAGE of former Gov. 
Bob McDonnell hunched in a 
federal courtroom, sobbing 
into his hands as a jury con-
victed him on 11 felony counts, 
should haunt the 140 members 
of Virginia’s General Assem-
bly.

So should the conviction — 
on nine felony counts — of for-
mer first lady Maureen Mc-
Donnell.

The former governor faces 
years, if not decades, in pris-
on after the jury convicted 
him last week of corruption, 
conspiracy and fraud charg-
es. Those charges stemmed 
from his financial ties to Jon-
nie Williams, the chief execu-
tive of supplement maker Star 
Scientific. Williams testified 
that he showered the McDon-
nells with lavish gifts and some 

$120,000 in loans in exchange 
for the  governor’s and first la-
dy’s support for his company’s 
supplement, Anatabloc.

McDonnell’s conviction seals 
his fate as the first governor 
to be indicted on a felony, and 
the first to be convicted . But 
his case arrived at the federal 
courthouse in Richmond only 
because state lawmakers have 
been so incapable of cutting 
themselves off and crafting a 
system that protects the integ-
rity of Virginia’s government 
and respects the trust that Vir-
ginians place in their elected 
leaders. 

It’s worth noting  that the for-
mer governor repeatedly de-
fended himself by citing state 
law, which is so useless to pre-
vent corruption that it effec-
tively blesses elected officials 

who hold out their hands and 
grab as much as they can — so 
long as they disclose it. 

That system is a disgrace, 
perpetuated by a sense of 
shamelessness so pervasive 
in Richmond that even when 
confronted with McDonnell’s 
indictment on federal charg-
es, a majority of delegates and 
senators approved half-mea-
sures that still left them room 
to sponge off  corporate donors 
and others trying to buy in-
fluence.

Being elected doesn’t enti-
tle any officeholder to free use 
of Ferraris, the use of a fancy 
lakefront vacation home, free 
access to an exclusive golf club 
or an all-expenses paid jaunt to 
Cape Cod, replete with an ap-
parently bottomless supply of 
$150-per glass Louis XIII co-
gnac. McDonnell took all of 
that and more.

Each of those gifts, under 
terms of the state ethics re-
form package approved this 
year, is still considered “intan-
gible” and, therefore, exempt 
from any limit. 

They shouldn’t be. Lawmak-
ers aren’t sent to Richmond so 
that they get whatever they 
can for themselves; they’re 
supposed to serve their con-
stituents and the interests of 
the commonwealth. 

McDonnell was elected 
to the governor’s office five 
years ago during the corrup-
tion investigation of then-Del. 
Phil Hamilton. The Newport 
News Republican, a senior 
member of the powerful 
House Appropriations Com-
mittee, had been caught ar-
ranging a job for himself at 
Old Dominion University as 
he steered state funds there. 

He’s almost halfway through 
a nearly 10-year federal pris-
on sentence at Fort Dix, New 
Jersey. His case, and the mea-
ger reforms it inspired, still 
didn’t deter McDonnell from 
abusing his position or violat-
ing the trust that Virginians 
put in him. 

And the indictment of Mc-
Donnell still didn’t lead law-
makers to enact serious re-
form to deny themselves 

 temptation ,  or save their fam-
ilies and Virginia from endur-
ing the embarrassment of an-
other federal corruption case. 

After the McDonnells’ con-
viction  Thursday, federal au-
thorities made clear that they 
wouldn’t hesitate to step in if 
a state isn’t capable of stop-
ping politicians from trading 
on their office.

“We will engage and engage 
vigorously when we receive 
credible allegations of any fed-
eral, state, or local public of-
ficial illegally using the pow-
er of their position to receive 
a personal benefit,” said the 
FBI’s Adam S. Lee, special 
agent in charge of the Rich-
mond field office. “The peo-
ple of the commonwealth de-
serve better than pay-to-play 
politics.”

He’s right. 
 A federal courthouse is a 

painful place for a Virginia 
politician to realize this. 

Shawn Day is an editorial writer at 
The Virginian-Pilot. Email: shawn.
day@pilotonline.com.

Richmond is so shameless that, even when confronted with 
McDonnell’s indictment, delegates and senators did next to 
nothing to shore up Virginia’s lax ethics laws.

SHAWN 
DAY

Teachers need more than a thank-you email

By KATHI FITZGERALD

O
N  AUG. 29, the Friday 
before school began, I 
received a letter in my 
school email from U.S. 

Rep. Randy Forbes. The message 
heralded the beginning of the new 
school year. Full of  sentiment re-
garding the important work public 
school teachers do to educate chil-
dren, he proudly announced that 
he has recently introduced House 
Resolution 476, which “denounces 
the federal government coercion 
of states into adopting the Com-
mon Core standards.” 

Given  that Virginia is not a Com-
mon Core state and that this issue 

does not affect Forbes’ constitu-
ents, I suggest that, rather than 
use his time to further meaning-
less resolutions,  he consider us-
ing his influence and connections 
here in Virginia to do something 
that actually helps Virginia teach-
ers and students.

When I received the email, I had 
just returned from a staff meeting 
during which Dr. James T. Rob-
erts, Chesapeake’s superinten-
dent, shared with us dismal news 
regarding the continuing strug-
gle in Chesapeake to adequately 
fund instruction and to compen-
sate the hard-working individuals 
who keep Chesapeake schools at 
the top of every ranking in  Forbes’ 

district. Virginia’s General Assem-
bly bears direct responsibility for 
this struggle. 

The shell game that the General 
Assembly plays with the education 
budget should not fool anyone who 
is paying attention. Using Virgin-
ia Lottery revenue to fund schools 
and then essentially diverting 
those same funds  from the gen-
eral education budget is a smoke-
and-mirrors trick that quite liter-
ally robs taxpayers, parents and, 
most significantly, the schoolchil-
dren of Virginia. 

Divisions across the state have 
been forced in the past seven years 
to cut back to bare bones — in-
creasing class sizes, terminating 
instructional positions, eliminat-
ing programs and passing costs 
and fees on to struggling parents. 
Despite Roberts’ best efforts in 
Chesapeake, teachers have not 
received an unencumbered pay 
raise in seven years — and we are 
in relatively good shape compared 
to neighboring divisions.

 Forbes ought to consider doing 
something more substantive with 

his office. Posturing with resolu-
tions such as HR 476 and using his 
office as a bully pulpit for the Re-
publican Party do not ultimately 
benefit his constituents . 

Rallying his buddies in the Gen-
eral Assembly and telling them 
that spending $38,000 annually 
on a prisoner — while spending 
$11,000 a year on a school child — 
is a poor investment in Virginia’s 
future would be time much better 
spent. He should tell them that cit-
izens deserve better than to have 
tax dollars hijacked from educa-
tion. He should tell them that try-
ing to run 21st century schools 
with 1970s tax rates is bad math.

 Forbes suggests in his email 
that “while there is much our 
government needs to do to fight 
for teachers, let’s not forget that 
often, our teachers just need an 
email simply saying ‘thank you.’ ” 

Perpetuating the archetype of 
the long-suffering teacher who is 
just so grateful to serve the public 
that all he or she needs is a nice 
“thank you” note is disingenuous 
and harmful. Teachers are past 

overdue for a raise, and we need 
resources to do right by our stu-
dents and their parents. 

Forbes’ trite image diminishes 
the urgency and masks the dam-
age that results from a continued 
failure to adequately fund schools. 
The time is approaching when he 
will no longer be able to count on 
a “higher calling” to attract good 
teachers to the classroom.  Forbes 
should not take for granted the 
commitment of teachers, which 
he claims is “simply second na-
ture to them.” His faint praise in 
this case is damning.

Certainly Roberts’ tireless ef-
forts and the blood, sweat and 
tears of every CPS employee ben-
efit Forbes every day as he enjoys 
representing and living in a city 
people flock to for the quality of 
its schools. It is time for him to 
reciprocate and do something 
helpful for us.

Kathi L. Fitzgerald is an English and 
humanities teacher and chair of the 
English Department at Grassfield High 
School in Chesapeake.

Common Core standards don’t affect Virginia’s 
public school students. But schools have been 
forced to increase class sizes, lose instructional 
positions, eliminate programs and increase costs 
and fees. Those issues need attention.

Closing the education gap for the majority

THIS YEAR, for the first time, 
white students are not the ma-
jority in U.S. public schools. 
According to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics, mi-
nority students, when added to-
gether, make up a new majority 
in K-12 schools. 

The shift is largely fueled 
by growth in the number of 
Hispanic children. What are 
the educational implications 
of this new American reality?

For one, it looks as if we must 
make more drastic changes if 
we are going to meet President 
Barack Obama’s goals for his 
graduation initiative, which 
has not yet led to a marked in-
crease in college completion. 

In 2013, about 40 percent of 
whites between the ages of 25 
and 29 held a bachelor’s degree 
or more, compared to about 20 
percent of blacks, 15 percent 

of Hispanics and 58 percent of 
Asians, according to data from 
the Current Population Survey. 

The gap hasn’t narrowed 
significantly in recent years, 
though Hispanics have made 
some clear gains, including 
outpacing whites in college en-
rollment for the first time ever  
in 2012. The positive trends in 
Hispanic educational indica-
tors — so critical because of 
the explosive growth of the 
Hispanic population in the U.S. 
— also extend to high school. 
The most recent available data 
show that in 2011 only 14 per-
cent of Hispanic 16- to 24-year-
olds were high school drop-
outs, half the level in 2000 (28 
percent).

As Pew research has report-
ed, despite the narrowing of 
some of these long-standing 
educational attainment gaps, 

Hispanics and African Ameri-
cans continue to lag whites in 
a number of key higher edu-
cation measures. Young His-
panic and black college stu-
dents are less likely than their 
white counterparts to enroll in 
a four-year college, they are 
less likely to attend a selec-
tive college, less likely to be 
enrolled in college full time, 
and less likely to complete a 
bachelor’s degree.

Solving the educational co-
nundrum in the U.S. will not be 
easy. We have spent trillions 
of dollars since the shocking 
education exposé “A Nation at 
Risk” was published in 1983, 
but have not improved educa-
tional outcomes one iota since 
then. 

A few promising rays of 
scholastic sunshine are peek-
ing through the haze of medi-
ocrity. Leading community 
colleges are better preparing 
students for  math and English 
placement tests, eliminating 
many remedial classes and 
improving graduation rates. 

Tennessee, Oregon and other 
states are now moving forward 
with plans for free community 
college tuition, and more free 
online courses are being ac-

cepted for credit by progres-
sive universities. States, in-
cluding Virginia, are wisely 
investing in early childhood 
education. Studies are showing 
the “achievement gap” is real-
ly an “opportunity gap,” and as 
schools adopt a more holistic 
approach to the continuum of 
pre-school to college comple-
tion, student success improves 
dramatically.

In the Hispanic evangelical 
community, we are bridging 
the gap between the church 
and education, and calling pas-
tors, principals, parents and 
professors to collaborate . For 
too long, members of the evan-
gelical community have derid-
ed the public education system 
as a place that erodes our val-
ues. We believe that by engag-
ing the educational system in-
stead of separating from it, we 
can protect founding American 
values and help this generation 
of minority students — our new 
majority — succeed. 

Today,  thousands of His-
panic evangelical churches 
will celebrate National His-
panic Education Sunday. Par-
ticipating churches will pro-
claim from the pulpit and the 
pews that education is criti-

cal for our churches’ and our 
nation’s future. Many church 
staff members will wear T-
shirts from their alma mater, 
and pastors will use education 
as a theme in building their 
sermons.

Many minority students 
come from faith traditions, 
and pastors and other faith 
leaders can serve as dynam-
ic mentors who promote the 
power of education to their 
congregants. We have chal-
lenged evangelicals leaders 
— Hispanic and otherwise — 
to demand higher educational 
standards in our classrooms, 
homes and communities. No 
longer will our zip codes be 
predictors of our destiny. In-
stead, we will embrace the 
new America, one founded in 
transcendent principles, and 
help ensure that all children 
from every background have 
access to vibrant educational 
opportunities.

Carlos Campo, former president 
of Regent University, leads the 
educational directives of the 
National Hispanic Leadership 
Conference and is a board member 
of E3, a regional early-education 
advocacy group.

Today, thousands of Hispanic evangelical churches 
celebrate National Hispanic Education Sunday, 
encouraging members to participate in public education 
and help the new generation of minority students to 
succeed.

CARLOS
CAMPO
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