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EDITORIAL

In his Islamic State speech, 
President Obama said 
many of the right things. 

Most impor-
tantly, he 
finally got the 
mission right: 
Degrade and 
destroy the 
enemy.

This alone 
will prob-
ably get him 
a bump in the 
polls, which 
have dropped 
to historic 
lows. But 
his strategic 
problem remains: the disconnect 
between (proclaimed) ends and 
means.

He’s sending an additional 
475 American advisers to Iraq. 
He says he’s broadening the air 
campaign, but that is merely an 
admission that the current cam-
paign was always about more 
than just protecting U.S. person-
nel in Irbil and saving Yazidis on 
mountain tops. It was crucially 
about providing air support for 
the local infantry, Kurdish and 
Iraqi.

The speech’s only news was 
the promise to expand the air 
campaign into Syria and (finally) 
seriously arm the secular oppo-
sition. But this creates a major 
problem for Obama. Just a 
month ago, he ridiculed the non-
jihadist rebels as nothing but 
a bunch of “doctors, farmers, 
pharmacists and so forth.” Now 
he deputizes as them as our Syr-
ian shock troops. So he seems 
finally to have found his Syria 
strategy: F-16s flying air support 
for pharmacists in tanks.

Not to worry, says the presi-
dent. We’ll have lots of other 
help — “a broad coalition to roll 
back this terrorist threat.” He 
then proceeded to name not a 
single member of this stout as-
sembly or offer even an approxi-
mate number.

Democrats have a habit of ac-
cusing George W. Bush of going 
it alone in Iraq. According to the 
Center of Military History of the 
U.S. Army, Bush had 37 nations 

with us. They sent more than 
25,000 troops. So far, Obama has 
a coalition of nine: eight NATO 
members plus Australia. How 
many of those — or of the much 
touted Arab coalition behind us 
— do you think will contribute 
any troops at all?

And what will this campaign 
look like? Not Iraq or Afghani-
stan, the president reassured 
the nation. The model will be 
Somalia and Yemen.

Is he serious? First, there’s no 
comparing the scale. This year 
has seen 16 airstrikes in Ye-
men, two in Somalia. Two! That 
doesn’t even count as a pinprick.

Second, there is no comparing 
the stakes. Yemen and Somalia 
are strategically marginal. The 
Islamic State controls a vast 
territory in the heart of oil-rich 
Mesopotamia, threatening 
everything of importance in the 
Middle East.

Third, are these results we 
want to emulate? Yemen and 
Somalia are failed states — un-
safe, unstable, bristling with 
active, untamed insurgencies. 
We occasionally pick off a leader 
by drone — an absurdly inad-
equate strategy if the goal is to 
“degrade and ultimately de-
stroy” the Islamic State, which 
the administration itself calls a 
terror threat unlike any we’ve 
ever seen.

And beyond the strategy’s 
halfhearted substance is its au-
thor’s halfhearted tone. Obama’s 
reluctance and ambivalence are 
obvious. This is a man driven 
to give this speech by public 
opinion. It shifted radically with 
the televised beheading of two 
Americans. Every poll shows 
that Americans overwhelmingly 
want something to be done — 
and someone to lead the doing.

Hence Wednesday’s speech. 

Its origins were more politi-
cal than strategic. Its purpose 
was to save the wreckage of a 
presidency at its lowest ebb. 
(If this were a parliamentary 
democracy, Obama would lose a 
vote of nonconfidence and be out 
of office.) Its point was to give 
the appearance of firmness and 
purpose, i.e., leadership.

You could sense that Obama 
had been dragged unwillingly 
into this new unproclaimed 
war. Which was reminiscent of 
Obama’s speech five years ago 
announcing the surge in Afghani-
stan. In the very next sentence, 
he announced a fixed date of 
withdrawal. Then added, lest 
anyone miss his lack of enthusi-
asm, “the nation that I’m most in-
terested in building is our own.”

Meaning, not Afghanistan.
At the time, I called it the 

most uncertain trumpet ever 
sounded by a president summon-
ing the country to war. I fear the 
campaign against the Islamic 
State will be a reprise.

Even the best war plans run 
into trouble. This one already suf-
fers from a glaring mismatch of 
ends and means — and a grand 
coalition that is largely fictional. 
Difficulties are sure to come. 
How will the commander in 
chief, already reluctant and am-
bivalent, react to setbacks — the 
downing of the first American 
pilot or perhaps a mini-Tet Of-
fensive in Baghdad’s Green Zone 
engulfing the U.S. Embassy?

On that day, we will need a 
steady, determined president 
committed to the mission. Do we 
have one even now?

Charles Krauthammer is a 
columnist for the Washington 
Post. His email address is letters@
charleskrauthammer.com

Obama’s
uncertain
trumpet

Charles
Krauthammer
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U.S. airstrikes in Iraq 
against the Islamic 
State of Iraq and al-

Sham, or ISIS, have been an 
important step to contain the 
rise of the extremist group, 
respond to immediate threats 
to U.S. citizens in Iraq, and 
prevent possible acts of 
genocide. These airstrikes 
enabled Iraqis to resist ISIS 
and bought time for the Iraqi 
government to begin build-
ing a more inclusive admin-
istration under a new prime 
minister, Haider al-Abadi. 
But as the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, CAP, noted in a 
June report, U.S. military ac-
tion needs to be just one part 
of a long-term multinational 
political and security strategy 
in the region.

The new strategy should aim 
to contain and degrade ISIS and 
enable regional partners to con-
tinue to build the tools needed to 
defeat ISIS’s movement with in-
ternational support. This report 
outlines actions to advance three 
core strategic goals:

1. Contain and degrade the 
threat ISIS poses to the Middle 
East region and global security.

2. Alleviate the humanitarian 
crisis affecting millions of Syr-
ians and Iraqis.

3. Restore the territorial 
integrity of Iraq and Syria.

The ISIS threat is eroding the 
borders of both Iraq and Syria, 
and it represents an immedi-
ate and significant threat to the 
surrounding region. ISIS also 
represents an evolving threat to 
the United States, Europe, and 
global security in the form of 
international terrorism enabled 
by the group’s thousands of for-
eign fighters and its abundance 
of cash and military resources. 
An environment of chaos and 
great suffering has allowed ISIS 
to emerge. The conflict in Syria 
alone has created the largest 
humanitarian crisis the world 
has faced in decades. Some 9 
million Syrians have fled their 
homes, and 3 million Syrians are 
now refugees, making them the 
world’s largest refugee popula-
tion and placing a tremendous 
burden on neighboring coun-
tries, including Jordan, Lebanon, 

and Turkey.
As with 

efforts to coun-
ter extremism 
elsewhere, 
defeating ISIS 
will require a 
concentrated 
effort over 
time. Any suc-
cessful U.S. 
strategy must 
be built on a 

foundation of regional coopera-
tion that requires coordinated 
action from U.S. partners — a 
central concept of the Coun-
terterrorism Partnership Fund 
that President Barack Obama 
proposed earlier this year. The 
strategy will be multifaceted, 
involving intelligence coopera-
tion, security support, vigorous 
regional and international diplo-
macy, strategic communications 
and public diplomacy, and politi-
cal engagement.

While military action alone 
will be insufficient to defeat 
ISIS, the United States and other 
nations may need to undertake 
airstrikes and provide mili-
tary assistance to disrupt and 
degrade ISIS in Syria. These 
strikes should be conducted in 
concert with regional and inter-
national partners. Ideally, such 
airstrikes would receive the sup-
port from the United Nations or 
— absent action to authorize the 
use of force by the U.N. Security 
Council — from a coalition of 
America’s Gulf partners and 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion, or NATO, allies. As always, 
the United States should reserve 
the right to undertake unilat-
eral military action to defend 
the homeland or protect U.S. 
personnel from imminent harm. 
Whether unilaterally or with 
partners, U.S. military strikes 
should be limited in terms of 
scope and duration and under 
clear oversight of Congress. As 
CAP said in June, when it advo-
cated for action against ISIS in 
Iraq: “The United States should 
not undertake military action 
lightly and should be wary of un-
intended consequences. But not 
all military action is the same. 
Ground troops or invasions to 
control a country are very dif-

ferent from limited air strikes or 
targeted assistance to help push 
back terrorist extremists.”

Focusing too much on direct 
U.S. military action in the 
fight against ISIS ignores the 
equally important diplomatic 
and economic steps that will be 
required to defeat this extrem-
ist group. U.S. military strikes 
or even boots on the ground 
cannot defeat ISIS alone and 
could become a rallying cry and 
recruitment tool for extremists, 
repeating one of the most costly 
strategic errors of the 2003 Iraq 
War. At the same time, building 
a unified, committed coalition 
to effectively degrade ISIS will 
require intense diplomatic and 
military leadership from the 
United States to mobilize and 
coordinate partners. The United 
States must leverage its unique 
capabilities in the military, 
security assistance and intelli-
gence arenas. Working together, 
nations committed to defeat-
ing ISIS should take concerted 
action to empower regional and 
local forces to fight back against 
ISIS terrorism.

A successful U.S. strategy will 
require reinvigorated support 
for Syrian opposition forces 
to establish a third way that is 
opposed to President Bashar 
al-Assad’s regime on one side 
and ISIS on the other. This 
reinvigorated support should 
include the $500 million of ad-
ditional assistance that President 
Obama proposed in June. With 
10 nations agreeing to work 
together against ISIS during the 
NATO summit in Wales and the 
Arab League announcing a joint 
commitment to fight ISIS, the 
foundation for such international 
cooperation is taking shape. 
These countries, including the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Tur-
key, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates, should match 
their commitment on paper with 
financial and material resources 
to complement the resources 
committed by the United States 
in the fight against ISIS.

The author, former U.S. ambas-
sador to Oman, is Elizabethtown 
College’s ambassador in residence 
at its Center for Global Under-
standing and Peacemaking.

Airstrikes alone won’t defeat ISIS

John B. Craig

W
e should not have 
needed to see a 
video of former 
Baltimore Ra-

vens running back Ray Rice 
knocking out his then-fiancee 
to understand the horror of 
domestic violence.

The NFL shouldn’t have 
needed to see it. The Ravens 
shouldn’t have needed to see it.

According to ESPN, Rice 
“admitted to the Ravens from 
the start that he was guilty of 
striking (Janay Palmer Rice) 
and, for the most part, ac-
curately described what they 
eventually saw on the video.”

And yet Rice’s initial shock-
ingly mild punishment by the 
NFL, the Ravens, and local law 
enforcement, as well as the 
general lack of reaction by the 
public, tells you all you need to 
know about domestic violence.

It was only after a harrow-
ing video of the assault was 
made public and forced every-
one’s hand that appropriate 
action was taken.

And even now, the actions 
or lack of actions of the true 
victim in all of this — his now 
wife — continue to be fodder 
for commentary as if somehow 
she is partly to blame.

All this is sadly nothing new 
in Lancaster County, as a col-
umn on the cover of this sec-
tion by Donna “Bonnie” Glover, 
director of Domestic Violence 
Services, points out.

Our culture’s cavalier atti-
tude toward domestic violence 
is not unique to any part of 
society, or to any one sport.

In 2006, then pitcher Brett 
Myers of the Philadelphia Phil-
lies was seen hitting his wife 
Kim in the face near Fenway 
Park in Boston.

Not surprisingly, Myers 
wasn’t punished by Major 
League Baseball or the Phillies. 
He made his scheduled start 
two days later.

Vice President Joe Biden 
long has worked to ensure 

the safety of women in their 
homes, in the workplace and on 
college campuses. He authored 
the Violence Against Women 
Act, and he has been leading 
the Obama administration’s ef-
forts to combat sexual assault, 
stalking and intimate partner 
violence on this nation’s college 
campuses.

Last week, Biden said this to 
NBC’s Tamron Hall, who lost a 
sister to domestic violence:

“It’s never, never, never the 
woman’s fault. No man has a 
right to raise a hand to a wom-
an. ... The one regret I have is 
we call it domestic violence 
as if it’s a domesticated cat. 
It is the most vicious form of 
violence there is, because not 
only the physical scars that are 
left, the psychological scars 
that are left.

“This whole culture for so 
long has put the onus on the 
woman. What were you wear-
ing? What did you say? What 
did you do to provoke? That is 
never the appropriate question 
to ask.”

Whatever you may think or 
not think about the vice presi-
dent’s politics, he is absolutely 
right about this.

Stop blaming Janay Rice for 
staying with and then mar-
rying her abuser. Blame her 
abuser for making her a vic-
tim.

We need to see domestic 
violence for the horrible and 
insidious crime that it is. And 
we need to hold abusers — and 
those who enable abusers — 
accountable for their crimes.

Domestic violence is inflict-
ed on the young, the middle-
aged, the elderly. It is inflicted 
on the rich, the poor, the middle 
class. It is inflicted on those of 
all races and religions.

And it will be happening 
even as you settle in to watch 
football this afternoon.

Just ask any of the estimated 
10,000 victims of domestic vio-
lence in our community alone.

In our words

No video needed
to convey horror

of domestic violence
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The Sept. 
2 Scrib-
bler col-

umn suggested 
that Stony (or 
Stoney) Battery 
Road is not a 
corruption of 
“Stony Batter,’’ 
the birthplace 
of President 
James Buchan-

an. Rather, some sources said, 
it is a military designation, as 
in an artillery battery. Others 
said it means a rocky place on 
or along the road.

Here is additional support for 
the idea that the name of the road 
has nothing to do with Buchanan’s 
birthplace in Franklin County.

A road north of Wilmington, 
Delaware, off Route 7, is called 
Stoney Batter or Battery, accord-
ing to readers David Bontrager 
and Alice Hanke.

“I have seen road signs in that 
area with variations (in spelling),’’ 
writes Bontrager. “I have heard no 
satisfactory explanation for the va-
riety there either.’’

Another example: There’s a 
Stoney Battery Road in Cecil 
County, Maryland. That road runs 
to Battery Point on the Bohemia 
River. This is pure speculation, 
but an artillery battery might have 
been located there during the War 
of 1812.

The origin of the names of all 
of these roads is obscure, but The 
Scribbler finds it extremely doubt-
ful that highways in Delaware and 
Maryland were associated with 
the 15th president’s Pennsylvania 
birthplace. Buchanan wasn’t that 
popular.

So this casts further doubt on 
the traditional idea that the “Bat-
tery” in Lancaster’s Stony Battery 
Road resulted from a spelling er-
ror.

McGrann’s fountain
The Aug. 29 Scribbler column 

discussed the fountain for which 
Fountain Avenue was named. That 
fountain apparently stood at the 
corner of Fountain and New Hol-

land avenues in Manheim Town-
ship.

Lancaster newspaper research-
er Cynthia Roth knows more about 
that fountain, thanks to an article 
she found in the Aug. 4, 1929, edi-
tion of the Lancaster Sunday News.

Bernard J. McGrann erected 
the fountain in 1894, according to 
the article. McGrann, a farmer, 
contractor and banker, lived at 
Grand View. The McGrann prop-
erty eventually was developed into 
the Lancaster suburb of Grand-
view Heights.

By 1929, the fountain, 10 feet in 
diameter with a 3-foot-deep bowl, 
was overgrown with weeds. Mud 
filled what was left of the stone 
bowl.

Horses drawing stage coaches 
between New Holland and Lan-
caster used the fountain, according 
to the article. Human hikers also 
drank from it. So, apparently, did 
dogs and cats.

“Mystery surrounds the disap-
pearance of the water, which has 
ceased to flow, apparently forever,’’ 
the article concluded.

Roth also found a note under 
McGrann’s entry in “Biographical 
Annals of Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania’’ (1903) that says springs 
on the McGrann property fed the 
fountains (plural) on Fountain Av-
enue. So that’s what dried up.

But here’s a real surprise: At 
least four fountains existed on the 
McGrann property, according to a 
property survey dated 1896. Man-
heim Township’s manager, Sean 
Molchany, provided the survey 
map.

That map shows no fountain at 
the corner of Fountain and New 
Holland avenues, where a fountain 
was purported to be. It shows two 
fountains, located on either side of 
Fountain Avenue, about 400 feet 
away from New Holland Avenue.

The map also shows two foun-
tains further along New Holland 
Avenue, on either side of the Penn-
sylvania Railroad tracks.

Fountains, fountains every-
where.

The Scribbler welcomes comments 
and contributions at jbrubaker@
lnpnews.com or 669-1929.

Readers offer insight 
on road and fountains

Jack BruBaker
The Scribbler

There was 
a moment 
in the last 

quarter-century 
when the Con-
gress of the 
United States 
made the na-
tion proud. It 
did so across all 
its usual lines 
of division: Re-
publican and 
D e m o c r a t i c , 

conservative and liberal, hawk 
and dove.

In early January 1991, the Sen-
ate and the House staged searching 
and often eloquent debates over 
the first President Bush’s decision 
to wage a war to end Saddam Hus-
sein’s occupation of Kuwait. The 
arguments, a prelude to votes on 
resolutions endorsing military ac-
tion, were almost entirely free of 
partisan rancor and the usual ques-
tioning of adversaries’ motives.

The war was so successful we 
now forget how divided Congress 
was. In the Senate, the vote was 52 
to 47, with 10 Democrats crossing 
party lines to embrace the Repub-
lican president’s policy. The House 
backed the war resolution, 250 to 
183. Roughly a third of Democrats 
voted yes.

Far from leaving the country 
torn and bitter, the debate brought 
us together. No one on either side 
pretended that the choice was 
easy. And staging congressional 
consideration of the decision to 
act in Kuwait after the 1990 elec-
tion meant that short-term political 
strategies were not dragged into a 
debate about longer-term global 
strategy.

One person who remembers 
that earlier debate is Rep. Steny 
Hoyer, D-Md., the House minor-

ity whip, so it’s not surprising that 
he has proposed that Congress 
hold a full debate about President 
Obama’s strategy against the Is-
lamic State after this fall’s elec-
tions.

In an interview last week, Hoy-
er said he believes the president 
already has the authority to act. 
But voters have a right to expect 
Congress to take a stand on a mat-
ter this serious, and he added that 
“we are stronger if we are acting 
in concert in a bipartisan way.” 
Hoyer proposes a two-step process 
involving, first, quick congressio-
nal approval of Obama’s proposal 
to train and arm Syrian rebels, and 
then a broader debate about the 
president’s overall policy after the 
country votes Nov. 4.

Hoyer’s idea is wise for another 
reason that a practicing politi-
cian probably can’t voice: A post-
election vote accepts that politics 
is what it is. We can get all moral-
istic about this. We can sermon-
ize that politicians should always 
vote their consciences and should 
never, ever, think about their own 
fates or the fate of their party. But 
to say this is to demand a degree of 
selflessness from men and women 
in the political trade that we never 
ask of anyone else — with the ex-
ception, of course, of our soldiers 
in combat.

And let’s face the fact that most 
politicians and the vast major-
ity of our citizens typically feel a 
much larger investment in mat-
ters outside the realm of foreign 
policy. Most care primarily about 
the impact the elections will have 
on taxes, spending, economics or 
social issues. When politicians de-
bate war policy, they shouldn’t be 
worrying about electoral outcomes 
that will affect all these other con-
cerns in the next Congress.

A post-election debate would 
make it easier for Republicans 
who support the president’s policy 
to say why, and for Democrats who 
oppose it to ask the difficult ques-
tions his approach invites. Both 
sides could more frankly weigh the 
costs involved against other priori-
ties.

The major objection to Hoyer’s 
plan is that delaying a full debate is 
itself irresponsible, and the presi-
dent shouldn’t be acting without a 
new congressional vote.

Here again, the parallel with 
1991 is instructive.

Without congressional autho-
rization, Bush had already sent 
500,000 American troops to Saudi 
Arabia to prepare for war. He in-
sisted he did not need Congress’ 
approval to put them into action. 
His request for a resolution was 
essentially a courtesy. It came just 
a week before the deadline he had 
set for Saddam to withdraw from 
Kuwait — and, as it happened, just 
nine days before the war started.

There is reason to admire Bush 
for waiting. Politically, he might 
have profited from making the war 
an issue in the 1990 midterm cam-
paign. He preferred to wait. The 
second President Bush demanded 
a congressional vote on the Iraq 
War in the fall of 2002, before the 
midterms. This almost certainly 
helped Republican candidates and 
drew additional votes for his policy 
from Democrats fearful of buck-
ing the president so soon after 
Sept. 11, 2001. But the result was a 
politicized debate that did not help 
build consensus. This came back to 
haunt the 43rd president.

We need a responsible Con-
gress to begin the search for a 
sustainable foreign policy. An un-
constrained debate after this fall’s 
campaign is the place to start.

ejdionne@washpost.com

Can Congress be responsible again?

E. J.
Dionne

Moses, fa-
mously, 
t r i e d 

to get out of 
it. When God 
called on him 
to lead the Is-
raelites, Moses 
threw up a flur-
ry of reasons he 
was the wrong 
man for the job: 

I’m a nobody; I don’t speak well; 
I’m not brave.

But the job was thrust upon 
him. Though he displayed some of 
the traits you’d expect from a guy 
who would rather be back shep-
herding (passivity, whining), he 
became a great leader. He became 
the ultimate model for reluctant 
leadership.

The Bible is filled with reluc-
tant leaders, people who did not 
choose power but were chosen for 
it — from David to Paul. The Bi-
ble makes it clear that leadership 
is unpredictable: That the most 
powerful people often don’t get to 
choose what they themselves will 
do. Circumstances thrust certain 
responsibilities upon them, and 
they have no choice but to take up 
their assignment.

History is full of reluctant lead-
ers, too. President Obama is the 
most recent. He recently gave a 
speech on the need to move away 
from military force. He has tried 
to pivot away from the Middle 
East. He tried desperately to avoid 
the Syrian civil war.

But as he said in his Nobel Peace 
Prize lecture, “Evil does exist in 
the world.” No American president 
could allow a barbaric caliphate to 
establish itself in the middle of the 
Middle East.

Obama is compelled as a mat-
ter of responsibility to override his 
inclinations. He’s obligated to use 
force, to propel himself back into 

the Middle East, to work with rot-
ten partners like the dysfunctional 
Iraqi Army and the two-faced lead-
ers of Qatar. He’s compelled to pro-
vide functional assistance to the 
rancid Syrian regime by attacking 
its enemies.

The defining characteristic of a 
reluctant leader is that he is self-
divided. He feels compelled to do 
things he’d rather not do. This self-
division can come in negative and 
positive forms.

The unsuccessful reluctant 
leader isn’t really motivated to per-
form the tasks assigned to him. The 
three essential features of political 
leadership, Max Weber wrote, are 
passion, responsibility and judg-
ment. The unsuccessful reluctant 
leader is passionless. His actions 
are halfhearted. Look at President 
Obama’s decision to surge troops 
into Afghanistan at the same in-
stant he announced their with-
drawal date. That’s a reluctant 
leader undercutting himself. If 
Obama approaches this campaign 
that way, then he will withdraw 
as soon as the Iraqi government 
stumbles, or the Iraqi Army fails to 
defeat the Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria on the ground.

The successful reluctant leader, 
on the other hand, is fervently mo-
tivated by his own conscience. He 
forces himself to embrace the fact 
that while this is not the destiny he 
would have chosen, it is his duty, 
and he will follow it to the end.

This kind of reluctant leader has 
some advantages over a full-throat-
ed, unreluctant crusader. Unlike 
George W. Bush in 2003, he’s not 
carried away by righteous fervor. 
The successful reluctant leader 
can be selfless. He’s not doing the 
work because it’s the expression of 
his inner being. He’s just an instru-
ment for the completion of a nasty 
job.

The reluctant leader can be real-
istic about goals. President Obama 

can be under no illusions that he 
is going to solve the Middle East’s 
fundamental problems, but at least 
he can degrade the Islamic State 
the way we degraded al-Qaida. 
Sometimes just preventing some-
thing bad — like the fall of the Jor-
danian regime — is noble enough, 
even if negative victories don’t ex-
actly get you in the history books.

The reluctant leader can be 
skeptical. There’s a reason Presi-
dent Obama didn’t want to get in-
volved in this conflict. Our power 
to manage history in the region is 
limited. But sometimes a reluctant 
leader can make wise decisions 
precisely because he’s aware of 
his limitations. If you’re going to 
begin a military campaign in an 
Arab country, you probably want a 
leader who’d rather not do it.

The reluctant leader can be 
dogged. Sometimes when you’re 
engaged in an unpleasant task, you 
just put your head down and trudge 
relentlessly forward. You don’t 
have to worry about coming down 
from prewar euphoria because you 
never felt good about this anyway.

The reluctant leader can be col-
laborative. He didn’t want his task, 
so he’s eager to share it. The Arab 
world can fully trust that Obama 
doesn’t have any permanent de-
signs on their region because the 
guy is dying to wash his hands of 
the whole place as soon as possible.

Everybody is weighing in on the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
Obama strategy. But the strategy 
will change. The crucial factor is 
the man. This is the sternest test of 
Obama’s leadership skills since the 
early crises of his presidency. If 
he sticks to this self-assigned duty, 
and pursues it doggedly, he can 
be a successful reluctant leader. 
Sometimes the hardest victories 
are against yourself.

David Brooks’ column appears 
in The New York Times.

Reluctant leaders can be best kind

DaviD Brooks

Franklin & Marshall College’s 
policies and practices on campus 
sexual assault “place us at the fore-
front of many colleges,” an F&M 
spokesman has asserted.

F&M is being investigated un-
der the federal law known as Title 
IX for its handling of sexual assault 
reports.

That investigation hasn’t con-
cluded; F&M yet may be vindicat-
ed.

But a former Philadelphia pros-
ecutor has assailed F&M’s judicial 
hearing process in sexual assault 
cases.

F&M’s protocol is “bizarre and 
cruel,” said Christopher Mallios, 
a former chief of the Philadelphia 
District Attorney office’s Family 
Violence & Sexual Assault Unit. “It 
requires victims to sit at the same 
table as the person who raped them 
and basically try their own case. 
It demonstrates a shocking lack 
of understanding of the impact of 
sexual trauma on victims.”

Mallios said most colleges and 
universities “have abandoned 
these types of hearings in recog-
nition of how difficult it is for vic-
tims of sexual trauma to recount 
the crimes that were committed 
against them.”

F&M officials say an alleged vic-
tim may ask for a 6-foot-tall barrier 
to be placed between her and her 
alleged assailant.

This would be laughable, were it 
not so tragically misguided.

Victims of sexual assault find it 
difficult to seek justice no matter 
where the crimes occur.

But in the insular environment 
of a college campus, especially one 

the size of F&M, it can be especial-
ly painful and daunting for a victim 
to tell her story.

This is why colleges have a stat-
utory obligation under the federal 
Clery Act to allow both the accuser 
and accused to be accompanied to 
an institutional proceeding by an 
adviser of his or her choice — in-
cluding a parent, an attorney or a 
rape crisis counselor.

Elizabethtown College just an-
nounced that it would allow stu-
dents to bring advisers of their 
choice to judicial hearings relating 
to sexual assault, stalking, domes-
tic and dating violence.

Millersville University already 
allowed this.

F&M’s response?
Students may choose an adviser 

either from the college’s Sexual 
Misconduct Panel, or “they may 
choose another member of the 
F&M community,” a spokesman 
said, adding, “That may have to 
change again in 2015, but ... the col-
lege will await those particulars, if 
any, from the (Department of Edu-
cation).”

There is no need to wait for 
“particulars” from the Department 
of Education.

The adviser-of-choice require-
ment is already law.

And as one advocate — who 
helped to write new federal regula-
tions relating to sexual violence on 
campus — explained, it is uncondi-
tional.

If F&M truly wants to be in 
the forefront in combating cam-
pus sexual assault, it first needs to 
catch up.

F&M’s ‘cruel’ approach 
In our words
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Other opinions
n “I am finding it very 
difficult to find anything 
wrong with what this woman 
is teaching. Most of what 
she is teaching is truth. 
Some of it is opinion. The 
children will walk away from 
this with their own opinion 
and possibly with a greater 
knowledge of why they 
should or shouldn’t be having 
sex.”

Michelle Brearley-Welsh/
Facebook, on sexual 
abstinence speaker in 
Warwick schools

n “Scaring someone 
doesn’t teach responsibility 
or dignity — it creates shame 
and guilt. Comprehensive sex 
education includes (providing 
information about) methods 
of disease and pregnancy 
prevention. It also includes 
teaching and talking about 
our need to feel loved and to 
belong, pleasure, trust, positive 
and nurturing relationships 
and how to identify them — 
and on and on.”

Karen Carnabucci/Facebook, 
on the Warwick speaker

n “As a free-market 
and limited-government 
proponent, I don’t find 
the government useful for 
very much, quite frankly. 
But I concede that there 
are instances where it’s 
inefficient or nonsensical 
for individuals to organize 
themselves. ... No one would 
trust a coalition of civic-
minded citizens to eradicate 
terrorism in the Middle East.”

Rachel Marsden/Townhall.
com

n “Malala is a story. Malala 
is a symbol. Malala is the 
thing that frightens the forces 
of oppression the most: a 
girl with a book. She was a 
daughter in a country where 
daughters are occasion for 
commiseration instead of 
celebration. But she had 
a father who was just as 
proud to bring a girl into the 
world. ... The world without 
daughters is an uglier place.”

Alexandra Petri/
Washingtonpost.com, on 
Nobel Prize winner Malala 
Yousafzai

GET INFORMED
Read the campus safety and security reports of the local colleges on their websites: fandm.edu, 
millersville.edu, etown.edu.

WASHINGTON — Un-
nervingly, the U.S. public 
health services remain steps 
behind the Ebola virus.

Contact tracing is what 
we do, Centers for Disease 
Control director Tom 
Frieden assured the nation. 
It will stop the epidemic “in 
its tracks.” And yet nurses 
Nina Pham and Amber Vin-
son, who developed Ebola, 
were not even among the 48 
contacts that the CDC was 
initially following.

Nor were any of the doc-
tors and nurses who treated 
the “index patient,” Thomas 
Duncan. No one even had a 
full list of caregivers.

The other reassurance 
was: Not to worry. We know 
what we’re doing. We have 
protocols. When, how-
ever, we got the first Ebola 
transmission in the U.S., it 
was blamed on a “breach in 
protocol.”

Translation: “Don’t blame 
us. The nurse screwed up.” 
The nurses’ union was not 
amused. Frieden had to 
walk that back the next day, 
saying he didn’t mean to 
blame anyone.

Frieden had said that “the 
care of Ebola can be done 
safely, but it is hard to do it 
safely.” Meaning: In theory, 
it’s easy; in practice, very 
dangerous. Unfortunately, 
that’s not what he said on 
Day One.

These missteps raise ques-
tions of competence, candor 
and false confidence. But the 
problem is deeper. And it 
rests not in our doctors but in 
ourselves.

In the face of a uniquely 
dangerous threat, we 
Americans have trouble 
recalibrating our traditional 
(and laudable) devotion to 
individual rights and civil 
liberties. That is the funda-
mental reason we’ve been 
so slow in getting serious 
about Ebola. Consider:

1. Privacy. 
Pham’s identity initially 

was withheld. In normal 
circumstances, privacy de-
serves absolute respect. But 
these are not normal cir-
cumstances. We’re talking 
about a possible epidemic 
by an unseen pathogen 
that kills 70 percent of its 
victims. Contact tracing is 
the key to stopping it, we’ve 
been told. What faster way 
to alert anyone who might 
have had contact with 
Pham than releasing her 
name? Why lose 24 hours 
during which people have to 
guess if they’d had contact 
with someone carrying the 
virus?

2. Quarantine.
When Duncan was first 

hospitalized, the CDC said 
it would locate his contacts 
and check regularly for 
symptoms. For the second-
ary and tertiary contacts, 
this made sense. But not for 
those in the inner “concen-
tric circle.” They had close 
contact with Duncan and 

were living in an apartment 
requiring massive decon-
tamination. They should 
have been quarantined im-
mediately.

Yet initially they were not. 
In fact, the word quarantine 
was not uttered by a single 
authority during the first 
news conference revealing 
Duncan’s illness.

It’s understandable. 
Quarantine is the ultimate 
violation of civil liberties. 
Having committed no crime, 
having done no wrong, you 
are sentenced to house arrest 
or banishment. It’s unfair. 
It’s, well, un-American. But 
when an epidemic threatens, 
we do it because we must.

3. Evacuation.
Why have we been 

treating Ebola patients at 
their local hospital? This 
is insane. They don’t have 
the expertise or the train-
ing. They will make mis-
takes — as we’ve now seen 
repeatedly at Texas Health 
Presbyterian.

Besides, training and 
equipping every hospital 
in America to treat this 
rare disease would be 
ridiculously expensive and 
99 percent wasted. Every 
Ebola patient should be 
evacuated to a specialized 
regional isolation center, 
such as the ones in Atlanta, 
Omaha or Bethesda.

Not because these facilities 
possess some unique treat-
ment. There is no treat-
ment. But they know how 
to prevent contagion. Local 
hospitals don’t. It took 15 
days and Amber Vinson to 
wake up the authorities to 
this obvious reality.

4. Travel bans. 
British Airways has 

already canceled all flights 
to the affected countries in 
West Africa. We haven’t. A 
couple more cases of im-
ported Ebola and we will.

Why are we waiting? The 
CDC argues that a travel 
ban would stop the flow of 
medical assistance to West 
Africa. This is silly. Sim-
ply make an exception for 
health care workers. They 
apply to federal authorities, 
who charter their flights (or 
use military aircraft already 
headed there) and moni-
tor their movements until 
21 days after their return 
home. Done.

President Obama, in his 
messianic period, declared 
that choosing between se-
curity and liberty was a false 
choice. On the contrary. It 
is the eternal dilemma of 
every free society. Politics is 
the very process of finding 
some equilibrium between 
these two competing values.

Regarding terrorism, 
we’ve developed a fairly rea-
sonable balance. But it took 
time. With Ebola, we don’t 
have time. Viruses don’t 
wait. The sooner we reset 
the balance — the sooner we 
get serious — the safer we 
will be.

Ebola: The time to  
act was yesterday

Charles Krauthammer is a columnist for The Washington 
Post; email: letters@charleskrauthammer.com.

CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER
WASHINGTON POST

On Thursday the 36th Engineer Brigade at Fort Hood, Texas, trains on how to 
put on protective clothing and gloves.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

In our words

Colleges have a way to go

— at sexual misconduct hearings.
And it balked at allowing both the accuser 

and accused to bring advisers of their choice 
to those hearings, even as other colleges — 
understanding they had a statutory obliga-
tion to do so — changed their own policies to 
allow it.

Still, the numbers do not lie: The increase in 
forcible sex offense reports at F&M do reflect, 
as the college spokeswoman said, “a very posi-
tive outcome of our efforts” to improve the col-
lege’s climate for reporting.

The task is far from over at F&M, or at any of 
the local colleges.

One in five women is a victim of sexual as-
sault or attempted sexual assault while at 
college, according to the National Institute 
of Justice.

Conservatives have taken issue with this 
statistic, claiming campus sexual assault isn’t 
nearly as prevalent as victims’ advocates claim.

Here’s a statistic most people accept: About 
60 percent of rapes aren’t reported.

On college campuses, the number of victims 
who don’t report sexual assault rises to about 
90 percent.

The Obama administration was right to press 
colleges to change that horrifying reality.

And colleges need to keep working to ensure 
it’s changed for good.

Reports of sexual assault at the three major 
residential colleges in Lancaster County were 
up in 2013 from the previous year.

And though it seems counterintuitive, that’s 
a good thing.

The higher the reporting numbers, advocates 
say, the better the colleges might be doing in 
encouraging women to come forward.

The most dramatic increase was seen at 
F&M: The college went from nine forcible sex 
offenses in 2012 to 16 last year.

Elizabethtown College saw the next biggest 
increase: from just one in 2012 to seven last 
year.

Millersville University saw its numbers go 
from two to five.

F&M and the other schools are to be lauded 
for the increased reporting.

And F&M did well in appointing a Title IX co-
ordinator who isn’t burdened with several oth-
er job titles, and whose primary responsibility 
will be overseeing Title IX compliance.

But F&M has a way to go before it can live up 
to its own billing as being “at the forefront of 
colleges and universities nationwide” on the 
sexual assault issue.

In the face of criticism, the college stub-
bornly defended its practice of putting the ac-
cuser and the accused at the same table — with 
only an optional 6-foot barrier between them 

Colleges are under pressure from the U.S. Department of Education to improve their 
sexual assault procedures. Eighty-five colleges, including Franklin & Marshall, now are be-
ing investigated under Title IX — the law that prohibits sex discrimination at schools that 
receive federal funding. Under the federal Clery Act, colleges had to publish their yearly 
statistics on sexual assault and other campus crime by Oct. 1.

THE ISSUE

On Aug. 3, students planted 1,580 red flags outside the Student Memorial Center at Millersville University. Each 
flag represents a woman at MU who is a potential victim of sexual assault during her time in college.

BLAINE T. SHAHAN/STAFF
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Other opinions: Retired judge’s pension

n “Where I can I sign up for 
that?”
Matt Lehman of Columbia, 
on the $11,000 monthly 
public pension of former 
Pa. Supreme Court Justice 
Seamus McCaffery, who 
retired after being tied to 
pornographic email scandal/
Facebook

n “He should not get one 
penny more than what he put 
in. He should not get any of 
what we the people put in.”
Jodi Waltz-Beck of 
Landisville/Facebook

n “Should have been fired 
and not offered the chance 
to resign. One of the biggest 
problems we have is that 
we don’t do a thing about 
government officials catering 
to each other. They make far 
too much money!”
Steven Stoeckl of 
Elizabethtown/Facebook

n “So what, he looked at 
porn? It doesn’t say that he 
was looking at porn while 
judging a case before him. 
You’re going to deny him 
his retirement because he 
watched porn? You’re all a 
bunch of hypocrites.”
Rich Lewis of
Mountville/Facebook

Like two predatory 
animals circling each 
other, Republicans and 
Democrats are trying 
to sort out the meaning 
of last month’s election 
and plan strategies for 
the remaining days of 
the current Congress 
and the new one in 
which Republicans will 
hold majorities in both 
houses.

Rep. Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), 
soon to be chairman of the 
powerful House Ways and 
Means Committee, spoke 
with me about the election 
and his party’s strategy go-
ing forward.

“I think (voters) want 
to see government re-
spect taxpayers again and 
respect (government’s) 
limits. And they don’t 
want to see an executive 
go unchecked ... people 
want to see a rebalancing 
of power because they 
feel theirs is being sapped 
away.”

About the recurring 
threat of a government 
shutdown, if Republi-
cans don’t go along with 
President Barack Obama, 
Ryan says it’s an attempt 
to make Republicans “the 
villain in their morality 
play,” which “they get to 
draft and write. ... They’re 
trying to get us to take 
the bait. ... We avoid it by 
defeating them with better 
ideas. They will play iden-
tity politics; we will play 
aspirational, inspirational, 
unifying politics.”

There is a debate within 
conservative circles over 
whether the outgoing 
Congress should pass a 
continuing resolution 
to fund the government 
only until Republicans 
are in control of the Sen-
ate, or pass a funding bill 
through next September. 
Ryan says House Repub-
licans will take a two-step 
approach that he calls 
“CRomnibus,” a com-
bination of a long-term 
omnibus spending bill and 
a shorter-term continuing 
resolution.

“We’re going to fund all 
the government except 
for the immigration stuff,” 
he says. “That will be the 
CR, kick it into next year 
when we’ll have a better 
team on the field, and then 
formulate a plan how to 
deal with this issue. With 
CRomnibus, (Democrats) 
can’t spend the next three 
months saying we’re trying 
to shut down the govern-
ment.”

Ryan says he has received 
little word from the White 
House, other than “we 
want to work with you,” on 
whether the president will 
compromise on anything 
in spite of his post-election 
statements in which he 
said the message of the 
election was that voters 
want the parties to work 
together.

On immigration and the 
president’s recent execu-
tive order, which would 
allow 5 million illegal 
immigrants to remain in 
the country, Ryan says 
House Republicans will 
pass a bill early in the new 

GOP leader Paul Ryan
on immigration, outreach

n Cal Thomas is an author and Tribune Media Services columnist. 
Twitter: @CalThomas

session to finish the fence 
along the southern border 
of the U.S.

Republicans will attempt 
to sell the bill on the basis of 
the rule of law, rather than 
discrimination against im-
migrants. “I think there are 
a lot of Democrats who will 
vote for it,” he says. “I think 
the (Sen.) Joe Manchins 
(D-W.Va.) of the world and 
the people who are coming 
up (for re-election) in 2016 
(will also vote for it). I think 
we’ll pass the bill (in the 
Senate) with more than 60 
votes.”

Ryan predicts the presi-
dent is likely to sign it, if 
he thinks his veto might be 
overridden.

Ryan has recently been 
traveling the country with 
African-American conser-
vative Robert Woodson, 
founder and president 
of the Center for Neigh-
borhood Enterprise, an 
organization dedicated, 
according to its website, 
to “helping residents of 
low-income neighborhoods 
address the problems of 
their communities.” Ryan 
thinks it’s possible for Re-
publicans to win more than 
the single-digit number 
of black votes they have 
been getting: “I’m learning 
(conservative) ideas are 
universal and are needed 
in struggling communities 
more than anywhere else 
... if we take these great 
ideas ... and sell them in 
an ecumenical way, people 
like it. People are practic-
ing and preaching (these 
ideas). They may not say 
it, (but) they are preaching 
and practicing personal 
responsibility, upward mo-
bility, redemption, truth, 
honesty, courage.”

Ryan says Republicans need 
to show up in minority neigh-
borhoods and ask: What has 
voting for Democrats gotten 
you? It’s a good question.

Like most other potential 
presidential candidates, 
Ryan says he’ll decide early 
next year whether to run in 
2016. He sounds reluctant, 
given his young family. He 
says he has never been a 
seeker of high office, but 
if the office comes to him? 
Well, should opportunity 
knock, he just might open 
the door.

CAL THOMAS
TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES

“I’m learning 
(conservative) ideas 
are universal and are 
needed in struggling 

communities more than 
anywhere else.”

Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis.

In our words

Rolling Stone story shouldn’t 
negate real problem of rape

the police.
The Department of Justice report notes that 

victims also feel constrained by a lack of proof, 
fear of reprisal, the possibility that their families 
will learn they’d been assaulted, and their fear 
“of being treated with hostility by the police.”

Most women find the prospect of reporting a 
sexual assault to be incredibly daunting — es-
pecially when they’ve been raped by someone 
known to them, and they’re likely going to be 
asked to prove that they didn’t somehow invite 
the rape.

In cases of campus rape and attempted rape, 
nine of 10 offenders were known to their vic-
tims, the Department of Justice says.

Even when a sexual crime is reported, it is 
unlikely to lead to an arrest and prosecution.

“Factoring in unreported rapes, only about 3 
percent of rapists will ever serve a day in pris-
on,” according to the Rape Abuse & Incest Na-
tional Network.

And the penalties for sexual assault on some 
campuses have been appallingly light. (As U.S. 
Sen. Kirsten E. Gillibrand pointed out Tues-
day, UVA admitted to allowing “students who 
have confessed to sexually assaulting another 
student to remain on campus.”)

Which is just one reason the Department of 
Education is seeking to strengthen college pro-
cedures on sexual assault.

Slam Rolling Stone for shoddy journalism if 
you want.

But no one who’s interested in safety — 
whether at UVA, or F&M, or Elizabethtown, or 
any college — should deny the very real prob-
lem of campus sexual assault.

It’s hard enough for victims to come forward. 
A poorly reported magazine article shouldn’t 
be used as a weapon to make it harder still.

People don’t like to think that rape happens.
And no wonder: It’s a horrifying crime.
It’s also a misunderstood crime, one for 

which victims far too often are blamed.
Too many people want to dismiss the preva-

lence of rape, especially on college campuses.
And too many people cling to the notion 

that women cry rape too often and too read-
ily — they believe that rape is a get-out-of-re-
sponsibility-quick card that women play when 
they’ve had sex they simply regret.

There remains an entrenched belief that 
women often falsely report rape.

This just isn’t true.
And the Rolling Stone debacle doesn’t make 

it true.
As sexual assault experts have pointed out 

this week, trauma often affects memory. So the 
victim at the center of the Rolling Stone story 
may be dealing with legitimate memory lapses 
brought on by trauma.

Whatever the truth of that particular case, 
here are the facts that should remain front and 
center of any discussion of rape.

The rate of false reporting for sexual assault 
is in the range of 2 percent to 10 percent, ac-
cording to the National Sexual Violence Re-
source Center.

The vast majority of rapes go unreported. 
This is particularly true of campus sexual as-
saults.

According to a U.S. Department of Justice 
report, less than 5 percent of completed and 
attempted campus rapes were reported to law 
enforcement officials.

In about two of three cases, victims did tell 
another person — usually a friend.

Tragically, many victims feel that what has 
happened to them doesn’t merit reporting to 

Rolling Stone has apologized for its reporting failures in an explosive November 
article about an alleged gang rape at a fraternity at the University of Virginia. The 

U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights has made dealing with campus 
sexual assault a priority. Last March, that office began a Title IX investigation 

examining Franklin & Marshall College’s handling of sexual assault complaints. On 
Nov. 20, a Title IX investigation of Elizabethtown College was launched.

THE ISSUE

READ MORE:
bit.ly/EtownTitleIX bit.ly/CongressionalHearingbit.ly/LNPonCampusAssault
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David J. Morris returned 
from Iraq with a case of 
post-traumatic stress dis-
order. The former Marine 
turned war correspondent 
was plagued by nightmares. 
His imagination careened 
out of control; while on 
trips to the mall, he envi-
sioned fireballs erupting. 
His emotions could go 
numb, but his awareness 
was hypervigilant. Images 
and smells from the war 
were tattooed eternally 
fresh on his brain, and 
he circled back to them 
remorselessly.

“Trauma destroys the 
fabric of time,” Morris 
writes in his book, “The 
Evil Hours.” “In normal 
time you move from one 
moment to the next, 
sunrise to sunset, birth 
to death. After trauma, 
you may move in circles, 
find yourself being sucked 
backwards into an eddy or 
bouncing like a rubber ball 
from now to then to back 
again. ... In the traumatic 
universe the basic laws of 
matter are suspended: ceil-
ing fans can be helicopters, 
car exhaust can be mustard 
gas.”

Morris’ book is so good 
because it relies on litera-
ture, history and psychol-
ogy to communicate the 
reality of PTSD, both to 
those who live with it and 
those who never have. But 
this book also is impor-
tant because it’s part of a 
broader re-evaluation of 
trauma.

Most discussion about 
PTSD thus far has been 
about fear and the con-
quering of fear. But, over 
the past few years, more 
people have come to under-
stand PTSD is also about 
exile — moral exile.

We don’t think about it 
much, but in civilian life we 
live enmeshed in a fabric of 
moral practices and evalu-
ations. We try to practice 
kindness and to cause no 
pain.

People who have been to 
war have left this universe 
behind. That’s because war 
— no matter how justified 
or unjustified, noble or 
ignoble — is always a crime. 
It involves accidental 
killings, capricious death 
for one but not another, 
tainted situations where 
every choice is murder-
ously wrong.

Many veterans feel guilty 
because they lived while 
others died. Some feel 
ashamed because they 
didn’t bring all their men 
home and wonder what 
they could have done 
differently to save them. 
When they get home they 
wonder if there’s some-
thing wrong with them 
because they find war re-
pugnant but also thrilling. 
They hate it and miss it.

Many of their self-judg-
ments go to extremes. A 
comrade died because he 
stepped on an improvised 
explosive device and his 
commander feels unrelent-
ing guilt because he didn’t 
go down a different street. 
Insurgents used women 
and children as shields, 
and soldiers and Marines 
feel a totalistic black stain 
on themselves because of 
an innocent child’s face, 
killed in the firefight. The 

self-condemnation can be 
crippling.

The victims of PTSD 
often feel morally tainted 
by their experiences, un-
able to recover confidence 
in their own goodness, 
trapped in a sort of spiri-
tual solitary confinement, 
looking back at the rest of 
the world from beyond the 
barrier of what happened. 
They find themselves un-
able to communicate their 
condition to those who 
remained at home, resent-
ing civilians for their blind 
innocence.

People generally don’t 
suffer high rates of PTSD 
after natural disasters. 
Instead, people suffer from 
PTSD after moral atroci-
ties. Soldiers who’ve en-
dured the depraved world 
of combat experience their 
own symptoms. Trauma is 
an expulsive cataclysm of 
the soul.

We now have a grow-
ing number of books and 
institutions grappling with 
this reality, including Phil 
Klay’s novel “Redeploy-
ment,” which won the 
National Book Award; 
Nancy Sherman’s forth-
coming “Afterwar: Healing 
the Moral Wounds of Our 
Soldiers”; and therapy 
programs like the one on 
moral injury found at the 
San Diego Naval Medical 
Center. These writers and 
therapists suggest that 
there has to be a moral 
reckoning, a discern-
ment process that doesn’t 
whitewash what happened 
but does lead to merci-
ful judgments about how 
much guilt should be 
borne; settled and mea-
sured conclusions about 
how responsibility for 
terrible things should be 
apportioned.

Sherman, who is a phi-
losopher at Georgetown 
University, emphasizes 
that most of the work will 
have to be done at the 
micro level — through 
individual conversations 
between veterans and 
civilians that go beyond 
the cheap grace of “thank 
you for your service.” The 
conversations have to deal 
with the individual facts 
of each case. The goal is to 
get veterans to adopt the 
stance of a friendly ob-
server, to make clear how 
limited choices are when 
one is caught in a random, 
tragic situation, to arrive 
at catharsis and self-for-
giveness about what was 
actually blameworthy and 
what wasn’t.

The civilian enters into 
the world the veteran 
actually inhabited during 
those awful crowded hours 
and expands his own mor-
al awareness. The veteran 
feels trusted, respected 
and understood — reinte-
grated into the fabric of his 
or her homeland.

We live in a culture 
that emphasizes therapy, 
but trauma often has to 
be overcome morally, 
through rigorous philo-
sophical autobiography, 
nuanced judgment, case 
by case.

n David Brooks is a columnist for 
The New York Times;  
Twitter: @nytdavidbrooks

Healing from PTSD requires
overcoming moral wounds

DAVID BROOKS
THE NEW YORK TIMES

In our words

Don’t ignore dating 
and domestic abuse

This cannot be stated clearly enough: No 
one is to blame for Karlie Hall’s death except 
for the person who strangled and beat her.

Hall did not invite the horrors that were 
inflicted on her. And the neighbors in her 
dorm who, according to police, heard the 
struggle in her room, but did not go in to 
stop it, are not to blame.

But as a culture, we need to cease averting 
our gaze from domestic and dating abuse.

As MU assistant professor Marc Felizzi 
told LNP, such abuse is not someone’s pri-
vate business. “We need to be shining a light 
on it. People die from this.”

And we need to talk to young people 
about both how to safely intervene as by-
standers, and how to recognize red flags 
for abuse — explosive temper tantrums, 
possessive and jealous behavior, disparag-
ing or berating a dating partner, pressur-
ing her to have sex.

In 50 percent of cases of dating abuse among 
high school students, a peer is present when 
abuse takes place, says Deb Manning, chil-
dren’s program coordinator at Lancaster 
County Domestic Violence Services.

Again, because this bears repeating: In 
about half of the cases in which a high school 
student is emotionally, verbally or physical-
ly abused by a boyfriend or girlfriend, a peer 
is right there as it happens.

Victims need allies. And “the peer’s role in 
being an ally can be really important,” Man-
ning says.

But young people can’t be expected to 
know how to handle something this weighty 

without education.
So middle and high school administrators, 

if you’re not already covering the issues of 
dating abuse, domestic violence, sexual as-
sault and bystander intervention in your 
curricula, please consider doing so.

Domestic Violence Services and YWCA 
Lancaster’s Sexual Assault Prevention & 
Counseling Center are excellent resources.

As parents, we need to talk to our little 
kids about what nice relationships look like. 
With our older sons and daughters, we need 
to talk candidly about what’s appropriate 
and what’s not in dating relationships.

Teens and young adults need to know 
that if they, or any of their friends, are being 
abused, they can tell their parents, or anoth-
er trusted adult.

They should know that being a good ally or 
bystander doesn’t mean placing one’s self in 
physical peril.

It means calling 911 if someone is in immi-
nent danger. “If you’re not sure, just make 
the call,” says Bonnie Glover, director of Do-
mestic Violence Services.

Otherwise, call the local, 24-hour domes-
tic violence hotline or sexual assault hotline.

“Don’t mind your own business,” LoveIs-
Respect.org says, when you think someone 
is being abused.

As a culture, we need to embrace these reali-
ties: Dating abuse, domestic violence and sex-
ual assault are the concerns of all of us. They’re 
not the fault of those being victimized.

And they’re never OK. They shouldn’t be 
part of any relationship. Ever.
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More than 450 felony and misdemeanor domestic abuse charges were filed 
by Lancaster County police last year, and more than 1,000 protection-from-

abuse orders were filed against a partner. On Feb. 8, an 18-year-old Millersville 
University freshman, Karlie Hall, was beaten and strangled in a dormitory room.  
 Her boyfriend, Gregorio Orrostieta, 19, has been charged with her killing. 

According to LoveIsRespect.org, one in three adolescents in the United States 
is a victim of physical, sexual, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner. 

A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study says that “nearly 3 in 10 
women and 1 in 10 men in the United States have experienced rape, physical 

violence, and/or stalking by an intimate partner.”

n Domestic violence hotline: 
     299-1249

n Sexual assault hotline:
    392-7273

n For educational and other resources, 
contact Domestic Violence Services at 
299-9677, ext. 3121; or the Sexual Assault 
Prevention & Counseling Center at  
393-1735, ext. 225.

n Learn more 
about dating abuse: 
LoveIsRespect.org

Other opinions

n “Teachers are not allowed 
to teach. They are forced to 
‘teach’ for these tests so the 
districts can cash in. If you let 
these people do their jobs, 
then we wouldn’t need these 
tests.”
Kevin Carpenter of 
Lancaster, on standardized 
testing in public schools/
Facebook

n “Cut all these tests out 
— they create anxiety and 
negative feelings towards 
learning and desecrate 
learning for learning’s sake. 
... You are creating a lot of 
business for therapists who 
specialize in anxiety.”
Karen Schultze of 
Gordonville/Facebook

n “The current Congress is 
not equipped really to do 
anything. ... Someday, we will 
go back to having the kind 
of legislature that we should, 
where members, whatever 
party they belong to, want 
to make the thing work and 
cooperate with each other to 
see that that will happen.”
Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg/
MSNBC.com

n “I have always voted 
Democratic. But I like some 
of the Republicans this time 
around. I like [New Jersey 
Gov.] Chris Christie. I like 
[former Florida Gov.] Jeb 
Bush. I like those guys.”
Charles Barkley/
SI.com
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Other opinions: Bullying in schools

n “Just one more law away 
from utopia!”
Keith Stine of Lancaster, 
regarding Monday’s LNP 
editorial in the wake of an 
Ephrata School District 
forum on bullying; the 
editorial supported a bill 
that would demand record-
keeping and accountability 
in Pennsylvania schools/
Facebook

n “If Ephrata screwed 
up, more laws and 
documentation won’t fix 
the overall problem. What 
about all the parents who 
refuse to hold their children 
accountable for their actions 
and make threats against 
school districts when they 
are informed their child is a 
bully?”
Jeff Koerner of Mountville/
Facebook

n “There have been so 
many instances I hear from 
my students and my sister 
where they talk about being 
bullied and then I see lack of 
any policy being enforced. ... 
There needs to be consistent 
enforcement, and hopefully 
some change happens before 
some bullied child takes his 
life.”
Kayleigh LaSelva of Lititz/
LancasterOnline

n “We are doing our children 
a disservice by not making 
them handle it themselves. 
What are they going to do 
when they are in the real 
world getting bullied at work 
and mom and dad aren’t 
there to bail them out?”
Chrissy Reddig of Ephrata/
Facebook
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 It began as yet another sickening case of a black 
man gunned down by a white cop, shot dead as 
he ran away after being stopped for a broken tail-
light.

But something very different happened this 
time: The authorities got it right.

After a video surfaced of Officer Michael 
Slager’s vile actions, the mayor and police chief of 
North Charleston, South Carolina, acted swiftly 
late Tuesday, and Slager was charged with homi-
cide.

Even as the video of Walter Scott’s killing was 
exploding around the country, votes were being 
counted in Ferguson, Missouri, scene of last 
year’s fatal shooting by a different white cop 
of a different black man, Michael Brown. In an 
unusually strong turnout for a municipal elec-
tion, two new African-American members were 
elected to the Ferguson City Council.

By coincidence, the Rev. Al Sharpton’s National 
Action Network opened its annual conference in 
New York on Wednesday morning, and though 
you wouldn’t call it a celebratory mood — there’s 
nothing to celebrate about that video — there was 
at least satisfaction on the dais that, for the mo-
ment at least, the arc of the moral universe was 
visibly bending toward justice.

“We’re all feeling some pain today, I would 
imagine. I certainly am,” New York Mayor Bill 
de Blasio told the crowd at the opening of the 
civil rights gathering. The video, he said, “is so 
disturbing and so painful, you can’t watch that 
as a human being and not feel pain. ... When you 
see something that painful, it is tempting to feel 
despair.”

But the mayor counseled against despair. “It 
is propitious that even against the backdrop of 
the sorrow we’re feeling today, we get news this 
morning of elections in Ferguson, Missouri, that 
changed the composition of that city council,” he 
said. And “there is something powerful in the fact 
that officials in South Carolina acted speedily to 
address a tragedy. ...They said something was fun-
damentally wrong, and they applied justice. That 
indicates something changing that not so many 
years ago would have been very hard to imagine.”

There was pain, for sure, at the Sheraton in New 
York’s Times Square, particularly when relatives 
of men killed by police gathered on the stage. “I 
just feel so alone without him,” said Esaw Snipes, 
sobbing. Her husband, Eric Garner, was killed on 
Staten Island last year by a police officer who put 
him in a chokehold. His offense: selling untaxed 
cigarettes. A grand jury didn’t indict the officer.

The widow told the gathering that, on Tuesday 
night, “I was in my room and I looked at the news 
... and I started crying, and my son came in the 
room, and he’s like, ‘Mom? What’s wrong?’ And I 
said, ‘Eric, I just feel so alone.’”

Tuesday’s events — the charging of the South 
Carolina officer and the election results in Fer-
guson — show in an important way that victims 
of police violence are not alone and that a critical 
mass may have been reached in the movement to 
change policing practices. Lawrence O’Donnell, 
who like Sharpton hosts an MSNBC show, dur-
ing one of Wednesday’s panels likened the Scott 
video to the videotaped beating of Rodney King, 
when “most Americans realized that that kind of 
conduct was possible.”

Ben Carson, the conservative presidential 
hopeful, told Sharpton’s meeting that “I was 
aghast at an execution that occurred without 
a trial in the streets of America. This is such a 
clear-cut case that I believe it’s going to give law 
enforcement in this country an opportunity ... to 
demonstrate which side they come down on, and 
I believe that’s actually going to be a good thing.”

Sharpton, who led protests in the Garner and 
Brown cases, struck a conciliatory tone.

“The mayor and the police chief in Charleston 
did the right thing, and we commend them,” he 
said, later adding, “Who would have believed 
that a police chief in the Deep South would show 
more honesty and transparency than some of the 
big-city police chiefs?”

Sharpton’s solution: federal laws and standards 
for police. That will be a steep climb, but this 
week’s developments suggest things are headed 
in the right direction.

Benjamin Crump, who had been the Brown 
family’s attorney, told the crowd: “You refused 
to go quietly into the night, and that’s why this 
morning we are proud to announce that history 
was made in Ferguson, Missouri, when your com-
munity came out to vote ... and that is the legacy 
we can give to Michael Brown.”

n Dana Milbank is a columnist for The Washington Post; 
Twitter: @Milbank

Arc of the moral universe  
bends toward justice

DANA MILBANK
THE WASHINGTON POST

In our words

Our role in campaign  
against sexual assault

sault complaints.
The Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape’s 

website offers a list of questions to ask. If col-
lege officials give your questions short shrift, 
take note. And be wary of colleges that report 
few or no sexual crimes; they may be under-
reporting sexual assault.

Because sexual assault is such an awful crime, 
we often don’t want to accept that it happens. 
Instead of blaming Rolling Stone magazine for 
journalistic malfeasance in its reporting of an 
alleged gang rape at the University of Virginia, 
and considering the possibility that the alleged 
victim’s memory may have been affected by 
trauma, some will use this case to support their 
view that women make things up.

But false rape reports are relatively rare: Ac-
cording to the National Sexual Violence Re-
source Center, the rate of false reporting for 
sexual assault is in the range of 2 percent to 10 
percent.

The vast majority of rapes go unreported. 
Victims often worry they won’t be believed, 
or will be treated with hostility by police, and 
sadly, they’re often right to worry.

We can change this by changing attitudes 
about sexual assault, by blaming the perpetra-
tors, and not victims.

We can recognize sexual crimes as crimes. A 
teacher doesn’t have an “affair” with a child; a 
child cannot truly give consent. There’s no such 
thing as “rape-rape,” in Whoopi Goldberg’s in-
famous phrase; there is rape — defined by the 
FBI as “penetration, no matter how slight ... 
without the consent of the victim.”

Rape is just one aspect of sexual violence, 
which the coalition against rape defines as “any 
type of unwanted sexual contact.”

And whether we’re talking about a child, a 
teenager or an adult, no one ever asks for it.

Sexual assault is a violent crime. It’s not a 
misunderstanding between two people. It’s not 
a part of any healthy relationship. It’s not the 
thing that women cry when they’re looking for 
attention.

It’s a terrible and traumatizing crime that is 
experienced by victims of all ages, races, gender 
identities, religions and socioeconomic classes.

Here’s what doesn’t cause sexual assault: the 
way women dress, women being out at night, 
women who drink alcohol at social gatherings.

Perpetrators of sexual violence often look 
for opportunities or vulnerabilities to exploit 
— parties where alcohol is being consumed to 
excess, for instance — and they seize their ad-
vantage, knowing they can count on the rest 
of us to look for ways in which the victim may 
have let down her guard. We need to stop help-
ing them in this regard.

In the ongoing campaign against sexual as-
sault, we all have a role to play.

We need to teach our young children, in age-
appropriate ways, about what healthy relation-
ships look like, and what they don’t look like. 
We need to teach them that they don’t need 
to put up with friends who hit, insult, belittle; 
they don’t need to kiss or hug anyone they’d 
rather not; and their bodies are their own.

We need to tell our teenagers that no means 
no, that sexual partners need to be able to give 
consent, and that they are allowed to change 
their minds.

We need to teach our sons and daughters to 
look out for others, to intervene when some-
one appears to be in trouble or to use those 
phones they carry constantly to call or text 911.

When we visit college campuses with our 
college-bound kids, we need to ask tough ques-
tions of college administrators about how they 
handle student safety and address sexual as-

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, nearly 1 in 5 
women in the United States has been raped in her lifetime. Most sexual assaults 

are committed by someone the victim knew. Sexual assault rates are higher among 
young women ages 18-24 who do not go to college, but victims of campus sexual 

assault are less likely than their noncollegiate peers to report to the police. April is 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
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SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH EVENTS
bit.ly/SexualViolenceAwareness         |         bit.ly/LancasterAwareness
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape’s website: pcar.org
24-hour sexual assault hotline: 392-7273

REGISTER TO VOTE: The deadline to register, or to change one’s party affiliation, to vote in the May 19 
primary, is Monday, April 20. For more information, visit bit.ly/PaVotes or call 299-8293.


