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In our words

Wolf has a mandate  
on education

for a 5 percent extraction tax on natural gas, 
closing the Delaware business-tax loophole, 
ending tax credits that do not produce jobs, 
and raising taxes on individuals earning rough-
ly more than $90,000 per year.

While Pennsylvanians might not have been 
begging for a tax increase, their votes Tuesday 
clearly indicate an acceptance of Wolf’s cost-
benefit formula: More education spending is 
essential and likely will mean higher taxes on 
some individuals and industries — notably, gas 
drillers.

Wolf’s other priorities also no doubt resonat-
ed with voters, and should be given at least an 
up-or-down vote in both houses of the General 
Assembly.

He wants to increase funding to higher edu-
cation to make Pennsylvania an attractive 
place for job creators in the high-tech indus-
tries of the future.

He wants to improve the state’s infrastruc-
ture to make it a good place to do business.

And he wants to improve ethics in Harris-
burg by, among other things, imposing strict 
limits on gifts to public officials.

Despite apparently having increased their 
majorities in both the state House and Senate, 
Republicans in Harrisburg should work with 
Wolf, who without a doubt won a mandate 
Tuesday night.

Being the first challenger in modern history 
to oust a sitting governor is a statement in itself 
and demonstrates that voters support his top-
line policy goals.

Winning as a member of the president’s par-
ty in an off-year election that did not go well 
nationally for Democrats makes Wolf’s victory 
all the more impressive.

Given that Wolf was not specific on his in-
come tax plan, Republicans have room to hag-
gle over the details but little room to block any 
tax increase at all.

And they owe it to Pennsylvania voters — both 
current and future — to support the incoming 
governor’s pro-public education agenda.

Tom Wolf has a big job ahead of him and he 
deserves the support of all Pennsylvanians 
— including the Republican majorities in the 
General Assembly — to get moving on the key 
issues of his campaign.

“This is not just about the honor of getting 
votes,” Wolf said in his acceptance speech in 
York. “It’s about the necessity of doing things 
for Pennsylvania.”

That’s what voters expect, of both Wolf and 
the winners of Tuesday’s state House and Sen-
ate races.

The first among Wolf’s priorities is public ed-
ucation — a Pennsylvania priority since then-
state Rep. Thaddeus Stevens made a speech 
on April 11, 1835, that is credited with having 
saved the state’s Free School Act from repeal.

Stevens called for maintaining free public 
schools so that “the blessing of education shall 
be conferred on every son of Pennsylvania, 
shall be carried home to the poorest child of the 
poorest inhabitant of the meanest hut of your 
mountains, so that even he may be prepared to 
act well his part in this land of freedom.”

Calling education a key to equal opportunity 
and our state’s civic and economic futures, 
Wolf echoed Stevens’ speech.

Wolf’s message during the campaign was 
clear: More state funding is needed both to 
prepare Pennsylvania’s children for the 21st 
century and to reduce school districts’ reliance 
on property taxes.

Wolf’s argument with Gov. Tom Corbett — 
the man he defeated 55 percent to 45 percent 
Tuesday — was both about the need to send 
more funds to public schools and how to raise 
those funds.

Wolf’s victory Tuesday settles that one. Cor-
bett made Wolf’s stance on taxes a key part of 
his re-election campaign.

Corbett ran and won four years ago promis-
ing not to raise taxes, and he lost Tuesday be-
cause he kept that promise at the expense of 
public education.

Wolf won a statewide election while calling 

A key plank of Gov.-elect Tom Wolf’s campaign was increased state funding of 
public education, with a tax on natural gas extraction, the end of unproductive 

business-tax credits and an increased income tax rate. Republicans — whose 
majorities in the state House and Senate supported Gov. Tom Corbett’s no-tax 

agenda — won even bigger majorities Tuesday.
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Other opinions

n “No need to be divided ... 
Your vote is your right. At the 
end of the day we can just 
hope that either person will 
do the right job. No need to 
fight about it.”
John Lancaster of Lancaster 
on Tuesday’s election/
Facebook

n “Only ‘45 percent of the 
311,665 registered voters 
countywide went to the polls, 
election data show.’ Well, 
that’s just sad.”
Marcus Nathaniel Hall of 
Lititz/Facebook

n “If we capitulate to 
frustration and tune out 
of the political process, 
we automatically further 
empower those who wish to 
fundamentally change our 
nation.”
Dr. Ben Carson/
Townhall.com

n “Elections work ... for 
those who use them. And 
angry Republicans have 
once again taken advantage 
of Democratic disaffection, 
disappointment, apathy, or 
whatever.”
David Corn/
MotherJones.com

It used to be that the first 
Tuesday in November was 
Election Day. Now it is the 
last day of Election Month, 
as some combination of 
early voting, mail-in ballots 
and same-day registration 
was available in Colorado, 
Maryland and six other 
states this midterm elec-
tion.

Election Month is bad, but 
it’s a symptom of a deeper 
problem that makes the 
underlying problem worse. 
As George Orwell said, “A 
man may take to drink be-
cause he feels himself to be 
a failure, but then fail all the 
more completely because 
he drinks.”

The deeper problem is 
that we simultaneously ex-
pect too much and too little 
of casting a ballot.

See, for instance, actress 
Lena Dunham’s “5 Reasons 
Why I Vote (and You Should 
Too)” on Planned Parent-
hood’s website. Reason No. 
1: “When you vote, you feel 
so, so good.”

“You will have the best 
day just because you voted,” 
she writes. “I wore fishnets 
and a little black dress to 
vote, then walked around 
with a spring in my slinky 
step. It lasted for days. I 
can summon it when I’m 
blue. It’s more effective 
than exercise or ecstasy or 
cheesecake.”

Of all the reasons one 

Making voting easier doesn’t 
make democracy better

n Jonah Goldberg is editor-at-large at National Review Online and a 
Tribune Media syndicated columnist; Twitter: @JonahNRO.

JONAH GOLDBERG
TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES

Voting should come at the 
end of civic engagement, 
not at the beginning.

Of course, it’s no wonder 
that politicians, activists 
and consultants are con-
stantly shouting, “Fire! 
Aim! Ready!” They’ve taken 
to heart a consumer culture 
that sees closing the sale as 
the only important metric. 
The hosts of shopping net-
work QVC don’t care if you 
actually use the exercise 
equipment you buy. They 
just want you to believe that 
buying a Shake Weight will 
make you a better person 
long enough to process your 
credit card.

It’s amusing to note that 
Dunham, who could also be 
seen dancing in her dingy 
underwear for a Rock the 
Vote video encouraging 
young people to vote (and 
vote liberal) in Tuesday’s 
midterms, never actually 
voted in previous midterm 
elections. At least when 
George Foreman appears in 
an infomercial, you can as-
sume he’s actually used his 
own grill.

Both political parties were 
determined to boost turn-
out among “low-propensity 
voters,” a euphemism for 
people who don’t care very 
much about politics. Natu-
rally, this often means they 
also don’t know very much 
about politics. As a result, 
the pros must tell them 
their votes matter more 
than they do.

In Colorado, NARAL Pro-
Choice America ran an ad 
insisting that a vote for the 
Republican candidate for 
the U.S. Senate would lead 
to a ban on women’s birth 
control and, as a result, a 
critical condom shortage.

If you hadn’t been paying 
attention, you might not 
have known that the Repub-
lican candidate, Rep. Cory 
Gardner, actually favored 
making birth control avail-
able over the counter. That’s 
forgivable ignorance. But, 
if you think a single senator 
from a single state can ban 
birth control (never mind 
that he doesn’t want to), 
then you are so staggeringly 
clueless about how our 
political system works, you 
shouldn’t vote at all.

Indeed, any self-esteem 
boost you might get from 
pulling a lever in a poll-
ing booth would be like 
a pebble in the ocean of 
shame you should feel for 
being so ignorant.

Now, it’s entirely true that 
the practice of inflating the 
stakes of an election was 
old when Periclean Athens 
was young. But making it so 
much easier to vote — over 
such a long period — ex-
acerbates the problem by 
giving campaigns a whole 
month for rolling, targeted 
demagoguery.

“Vote first, ask questions 
later” is not a mantra of 
good citizenship. It’s a mar-
keting strategy designed to 
reward politicians for vot-
ers’ ignorance.

should vote, using ballots 
as a balm to cure low self-
esteem has to be the most 
pathetic. But it is reason 
No. 5 that gets to the heart 
of the problem. Dunham 
writes that “voting is kind 
of a gateway drug to ‘getting 
involved.’ ”

This is a widely held view 
and, as far as I can tell, there 
is absolutely no truth to it. 
But even if voting boosted 
civic participation, the very 
idea puts the cart before the 
horse. It is like saying you 
should buy a car because 
that way you might learn to 
drive, or saying take the test 
and then study for it later. 

“It’s no wonder that 
politicians, activists and 

consultants are constantly 
shouting, ‘Fire! Aim! Ready!’ 

They’ve taken to heart a 
consumer culture that sees 
closing the sale as the only 
important metric. The hosts 

of shopping network QVC 
don’t care if you actually use 
the exercise equipment you 
buy. They just want you to 

believe that buying a Shake 
Weight will make you a 

better person long enough to 
process your credit card.”
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Other opinions: Vaccination

n “You can certainly decide 
to not vaccinate your child. 
Just make sure to home-
school them and make 
everyone with whom they 
may come in contact with 
aware of your decision.”
Jim MacKenzie of Lancaster/
Facebook

n “The idea that vaccines 
don’t harm is a lie supported 
by our own (U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims) vaccine court 
that pays out thousands of 
dollars a year to families 
negatively impacted by 
vaccines.”
Ray Reiff of Ephrata/
Facebook

n “It is a choice. Stop letting 
anyone make choices for you 
or your family.”
Mike Weaver of Lititz/
Facebook

n “I understand choice, but 
at what point did we decide 
that the possibility for an 
adverse reaction is scarier 
than the very real threat 
for resurgence of deadly 
childhood disease?”
Amy Lichty, from Paradise/
Facebook

In the middle of 2013, the 
United States began support-
ing moderate rebels in Syria. 
We gave them just enough 
support to betray them.

As Adam Entous reported 
in The Wall Street Journal 
last week, we promised the 
fighters support but then 
never had the will to follow 
through. The CIA gave the 
rebels just 5 percent to 20 
percent of the arms they 
requested. One trusted 
commander asked for more 
than a thousand rifles and 
received fewer than 36. One 
commander got the equiva-
lent of 16 bullets a month 
per fighter. The rebels cap-
tured dozens of tanks, but 
the CIA wouldn’t provide 
cash for fuel or shells so the 
tanks just sat there.

The rebels asked the CIA 
for ammunition to take 
advantage of temporary 
opportunities, but the CIA 
sometimes took two weeks to 
decide. The U.S. gave the reb-
els money to pay their troops, 
but they gave them only $100 
to $150 for each fighter per 
month. The Islamic State 
paid its fighters twice that.

The CIA was terrified that 
the arms it supplied would 
fall into enemy hands so it 
maintained paralyzingly 
tight controls on sophisti-
cated weaponry. Trusted 
commanders had to film 
their use of anti-tank mis-
siles. They had to hand over 
spent missile launchers at 
a spot along the border to 
qualify for resupply.

“We walk around Syria 
with a huge American flag 
planted on our backs, but 
we don’t have enough AK-
47s in our hands to protect 
ourselves,” one fighter told 
American lawmakers.

“Why did you give us hope 
if you were not going to do 
anything about it?” another 
asked.

“We thought going with 
the Americans was going 
with the big guns,” another 
leader declared at a meet-
ing. “It was a losing bet.”

The whole Wall Street Jour-
nal report gives the impres-
sion that the Islamic State not 
only has more resolve than 
the U.S. and its intelligence 
agencies, it has faster and 
more competent leadership.

The betrayal of the rebels 
in 2013 and 2014 is only a 
small betrayal, compared 
with the betrayal of values 
that might be unintention-
ally happening now. It 
appears as though the U.S. is 
backing off in its opposition 
to Bashar Assad, the mass 
murderer whose barbaric 
regime is a prime cause of 
instability in that part of 
the world. In our effort to 
stop the Islamic State, in 
the hopes of smoothing the 
Iranian nuclear talks, we 
may have entered a de facto 
alliance with Assad.

Now, Syria is obviously a 
viper’s pit in a region where 
the choices normally range 
from the appalling to the 
horrendous. But there are 
ways to approach problems 
in this region, and there are 
ways not to.

The way not to approach 
the Middle East is as a 
chessboard on which the 
grandmasters of U.S. foreign 
policy can impose their 
designs. This is the sort 
of overconfident thinking 

Betraying friends in Syria
doesn’t serve our interests

n David Brooks is a columnist for The New York Times; Twitter:
@nytdavidbrooks

The Middle East is not a 
chessboard we have the 

power to manipulate. It is a 
generational drama in which 

we can only play our role. It is 
a drama over ideas, a contest 

between the forces of jihadism 
and the forces of pluralism. We 
can’t know how this drama will 
play out, and we can’t direct it. 
We can only promote pluralism 
— steadily, consistently, simply.

DAVID BROOKS
THE NEW YORK TIMES

that leads policymakers to 
squander moral authority by 
vowing to destroy Assad one 
month and then effectively 
buttressing him the next. 
This is the sort of overcon-
fident thinking that leads to 
too-clever calibration of our 
support for the moderate 
rebels — giving them enough 
support to give the illusion 
of doing something real, 
while not actually giving 
enough to do any good.

The Middle East is not 
a chessboard we have the 
power to manipulate. It 
is a generational drama 
in which we can only play 
our role. It is a drama over 
ideas, a contest between 
the forces of jihadism and 
the forces of pluralism. We 
can’t know how this drama 
will play out, and we can’t 
direct it. We can only pro-
mote pluralism — steadily, 
consistently, simply.

Sticking to our values 
means maintaining a simple 
posture of support for 
people who share them and 
a simple posture of opposi-
tion to those who oppose 
them. It means offering at 
least some reliable financial 
support to moderate fight-
ers and activists even when 
their prospects look dim. 
It means avoiding cynical 
alliances, at least as much 
as possible. It means using 
bombing campaigns to try 
to prevent mass slaughter.

If we do that then we will 
fortify people we don’t know 
in ways we can’t imagine. 
Over the long term, we’ll 
make the Middle East 
slightly more fertile for 
moderation, which is the 
only influence we realistical-
ly have. Ideas drive history.

Right now there is bipar-
tisan inconsistency over the 
effectiveness of government. 
Republicans think govern-
ment is a bumbling tool at 
home but a magnificent 
instrument abroad. Demo-
crats think government is a 
magnificent instrument at 
home but a bumbling tool 
abroad. In reality, govern-
ment is best when it chooses 
the steady simple thing over 
the complex clever thing. 
When you don’t know the fu-
ture and can’t control events, 
bet on people. Support the 
good, oppose the bad.

Realist half-commitments 
that undermine our allies 
and too-clever games that 
buttress our foes will only 
backfire — and lead to betray-
als that make us feel ashamed.

In our words

It’s time for Manheim Township
 to reset its tune on art and music

In literature, music education, at a mini-
mum, helps children learn to listen, Houla-
han said. And, in math, he said, learning music 
helps children develop pattern-recognition 
skills and stretches the brain in areas associ-
ated with mathematical reasoning.

Leslie Gates, coordinator of art education at 
Millersville University and conference admin-
istrator of the Pennsylvania Art Education 
Association, said data show that children in-
volved in the arts score highly on tests. 

Given other things these students have in 
common, however, a link can’t be proven, she 
said, and it should not have to be.

That’s because, she said, art teaches skills 
such as applied problem solving and how to 
make choices about working with materials or 
ideas, and requires craftsmanship and preci-
sion — abilities valued in professions from ac-
counting to plumbing.

“The arts are valuable for their own sake,” 
Gates said.

Finally, the district’s cuts fail the common 
sense test.

Our K-12 schools are places of learning for 
children. To engage their attention and work 
off the energy of youth, fun needs to be part of 
every day.

What better way to deliver that kind of fun 
than the creative pursuits of art and music and 
the physical exercise they get in gym classes?

Besides, as the research shows, art and mu-
sic develop our kids’ brains in ways helpful to 
them in their studies. And they enrich their 
lives in ways others — employers and college 
recruiters among them — notice and appreci-
ate.

Art and music instruction should be consid-
ered important and given the funding and time 
needed to impart these skills to our children.

Based on the research and the superinten-
dent’s intent to seek research-based improve-
ments, art and music ought to be returning to 
the classrooms in Manheim Township School 
District.

In a budget process that worried many, the 
district, under then-Superintendent Gene 
Freeman, cut music instructional time by 60 
percent and time in art class by two-thirds be-
ginning in the 2013-14 school year. 

The district also reduced students’ time in 
gym class by one-third and eliminated formal 
library instruction.

While Nodecker didn’t promise anything in 
recent discussions with parents Renee Heller 
and Shelby Witmer, his reliance on research 
and commitment to improving programs offer 
hope to the moms’ cause.

Besides helping local students become the 
interesting people competitive colleges tend 
to admit, research makes the importance of 
art and music education clear.

Mícheál Houlahan, a music professor and 
chairman of the music department at Mill-
ersville University, has done research and 
co-written books about the importance of 
music education in children’s cognitive devel-
opment.

“We know that music is important,” he told 
LNP on Monday.

Music classes taught by teachers well-
trained in research-based techniques, he said, 
contribute to children’s cognitive develop-
ment — helping them in both literature and 
mathematics.

And it should be taught five days a week, he 
said, because “music is a language,” requiring 
exposure to learn it properly.

“Kids deserve that kind of a music educa-
tion,” Houlahan said.

About 75 people rallied in June 2013, asking the Manheim Township school board 
to restore art and music programs. Two mothers involved in that rally recently 

met with the district’s new superintendent, John Nodecker, and he seems open to 
reconsidering cuts made under his predecessor. Nodecker said he and his staff want 
to improve district programs with research-based solutions that fit the budget. And 
Nodecker said what he hears parents telling him is that “if we can engage kids, they 

can learn better.”

THE ISSUE

FIND MORE ONLINE
n bit.ly/WhyTeachArt
n bit.ly/PTAonArtsEd
n bit.ly/HoulahanTextonMusicEd
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In our words

Wolf right on natural gas: 
Tax it and help our schools

education — will be the major recipient. But 
by how much in each area, Wolf did not make 
clear.

Wolf said his plan would deliver the equiva-
lent of current impact fees — now about $250 
million per year — to communities affected by 
drilling.

During his campaign, Wolf said some of the 
tax also would be used for environmental pro-
tection — an important point given the natural 
gas industry’s growth and the Department of 
Environmental Protection's responsibility for 
making sure it's operating safely and cleanly.

Wolf would serve himself and the state well 
by providing some detail on how he'd like to 
apportion the funds — percentagewise to each 
priority. He doesn't need to draw lines in the 
sand, but a full proposal would make for a bet-
ter start to the debate.

Despite facing a Republican-controlled Gen-
eral Assembly, Wolf is not alone in calling for a 
natural gas tax.

Bucks County GOP Rep. Gene DiGirolamo 
last week proposed a 3.2 percent tax, calling 
for it to be spent as follows: 40 percent to basic 
education; 35 percent to pay down the state's 
pension obligations; 15 percent to human ser-
vices; and 10 percent to environmental pro-
grams.

Wolf's proposed tax is not high enough to be 
an industry- or job-killer. Most importantly, it 
would bring much-needed relief to struggling 
Pennsylvania schools and the property tax 
payers who support them. It also would serve 
as a first step toward needed tax reform in the 
commonwealth to rationalize and modernize 
our archaic and inequitable system of generat-
ing revenue.

The gas-extraction tax is a winner for our 
state. It deserves the Legislature's support.

Pennsylvania at long last might be joining 
every other major natural gas-producing state 
in the nation by making sure its deposits, esti-
mated among the largest in the world, benefit 
the entire commonwealth.

Wolf made good on his campaign promise by 
outlining his plan — at Caln Elementary School 
in the struggling Coatesville Area School Dis-
trict — to use the money to boost state funding 
for public schools.

This is a long-overdue move for the state.
Pennsylvania is 45th in the nation in the 

percentage of state funding for public schools. 
Teachers have been laid off; cuts by attrition 
have led to reductions in art, music and library 
time for students. Some districts have seen 
expanded class sizes and the elimination of 
guidance counselors, school nurses and other 
important staff.

And a 5 percent severance tax is competitive 
— equal to neighboring West Virginia's and 
lower than such taxes in Oklahoma (7 percent) 
and Texas (7.5 percent).

Whether Wolf's estimate of $1 billion in first-
year revenues comes anywhere close to be-
coming a reality remains to be seen. A friendly 
opinion piece in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
by two Ph.D. candidates and an economics pro-
fessor at Carnegie Mellon University cited an 
estimate closer to $850 million. And the indus-
try says it will raise much less, pointing to fall-
ing natural gas prices.

Still, while the industry insists the tax will 
have a dampening effect, it seems unlikely that 
this more-than-reasonable extraction tax will 
chase away investment or drilling.

If there is an issue it is Wolf's lack of detail as 
to how the money from his proposed gas taxes 
will be apportioned.

Education — preschool, K-12 and higher 

ONLINE
bit.ly/CarnegieMellonOpEd
bit.ly/OilGasTaxesbyState
bit.ly/DiGiorlamoProposal

Gov. Tom Wolf on Wednesday proposed a 5 percent severance tax on the value of all 
natural gas extracted in Pennsylvania and an additional 4.7 cents per thousand cubic 

feet extracted.

THE ISSUE

Other opinions: PSU’s Joe Paterno statue

n “Good to know that my 
home state still values football 
over innocent children. Kudos, 
really.”
Rachel Rutter of Strasburg, on 
a Quinnipiac poll that found 
a majority of Pennsylvanians 
favor restoring JoePa statue 
to PSU campus/Facebook

n “Words to understand: 
Scapegoat. Jurisdiction. 
Hearsay. Facts. Cleared. 
Legend. Look them up. They 
all apply.”
 Jared Barninger of 
Columbia/Facebook

n “This would clearly 
be a slap to the face 
for the victims. ... We 
all need to pay the 
consequences for 
actions or no actions.”
Lourdes E. Torres-
Shepard of Lancaster/
Facebook

n “If they removed the 
statue because they 
felt it was unethical 
to display it, why ... 
didn’t they tear down 
the ... library his money 
built?”
Kristy Markley Landis 
of Lancaster/Facebook

There’s something sad in 
Brian Williams’ need to puff 
up his Iraq adventures and 
something barbaric in the 
public response.

The sad part is the re-
minder that no matter how 
high you go in life and no 
matter how many accolades 
you win, it’s never enough. 
The desire for even more 
admiration races ahead. 
Career success never really 
satisfies. Public love always 
leaves you hungry. Even 
very famous people can do 
self-destructive things in an 
attempt to seem just a little 
cooler.

The barbaric part is the 
way we respond to scandal 
these days. When somebody 
violates a public trust, we 
try to purge and ostracize 
him. A sort of coliseum 
culture takes over, leav-
ing no place for mercy. By 
now, the script is familiar: 
Some famous person does 
something wrong. The In-
ternet, the most impersonal 
of mediums, erupts with 
contempt and mockery. 
The offender issues a paltry 
half-apology, which only 
inflames the public more. 
The pounding cry for resig-
nation builds until capitula-
tion comes. Public passion 
is spent, and the spotlight 
moves on.

I’ve only spoken with 
Williams a few times and 
can’t really speak about the 
man (though I often appear 
on NBC News’ “Meet the 
Press”), but I do think we’d 
all be better off if we reacted 
to these sorts of scandals 
in a different way. The civic 
fabric would be stronger if, 
instead of trying to sever 
relationships with those 
who have done wrong, we 
tried to repair them, if we 
tried forgiveness instead of 
exiling.

Forgiveness is often 
spoken of in sentimental 
terms — as gushy absolu-
tion for everything, regard-
less of right or wrong. But 
many writers — ranging 
from Hannah Arendt and 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. to modern figures 
like Jeffrie Murphy and L. 
Gregory Jones — have tried 
to think hard about rigor-
ous forgiveness, which bal-
ances accountability with 
compassion.

They’ve generally de-
scribed four different pro-
cesses involved in forgive-
ness:

— Pre-emptive mercy. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
argued that forgiveness isn’t 
an act; it’s an attitude. We 
are all sinners. We expect 
sin, empathize with sin and 
are slow to think ourselves 
superior. The forgiving 
person is strong enough to 
display anger and resent-
ment toward the person 
who has wronged her, but 
she is also strong enough 
to give away that anger and 
resentment.

In this view, the forgiv-
ing person makes the first 
move, even before the 
offender has asked. She 
resists the natural urge for 
vengeance. Instead, she cre-
ates a welcoming context 
in which the offender can 

confess.
— Judgment. A wrong is 

an occasion to re-evaluate. 
What is the character of the 
person in question? Should 
a period of stupidity eclipse 
a record of decency?

It’s also an occasion to 
investigate each unique 
circumstance, the nature 
of each sin that was com-
mitted and the implied 
remedy to that sin. Some 
sins, like anger and lust, are 
like wild beasts. They have 
to be fought through habits 
of restraint. Some sins 
like bigotry are like stains. 
They can only be expunged 
by apology and cleansing. 
Some like stealing are like 
a debt. They can only be 
rectified by repaying. Some, 
like adultery, are more like 
treason than like crime; 
they can only be rectified by 
slowly reweaving relation-
ships. Some sins like vanity 
— Williams’ sin — can only 
be treated by extreme self-
abasement.

During the judgment 
phase, hard questions 
have to be asked so that in 
forgiving we don’t lower our 
standards.

— Confession and Peni-
tence. At some point the 
offender has to get out in 
front of the process, being 
more self-critical than any-
one else around him. He has 
to probe down to the root of 
his error, offer a confession 
more complete than ex-
pected. He has to put public 
reputation and career on 
the back burner and come 
up with a course that will 
move him toward his own 
emotional and spiritual re-
covery, to become strongest 
in the weakest places.

— Reconciliation and 
re-trust. After judgments 
have been made and 
penitence performed, both 
the offender and offended 
bend toward each other. 
As Martin Luther King Jr. 
said, trust doesn’t have to be 
immediate, but the wrong 
act is no longer a barrier 
to a relationship. The of-
fender endures his season 
of shame and is better for it. 
The offended are free from 
mean emotions such as 
vengeance and are uplifted 
when they offer kindness. 
The social fabric is repaired. 
Community solidarity is 
strengthened by the re-
union.

I guess I think Brian 
Williams shouldn’t have 
to resign, for the reason 
David Carr emphasized 
in The New York Times: 
Williams’ transgres-
sions were not part of his 
primary job responsibili-
ties. And because I think 
good people are stron-
ger when given second 
chances.

(Note: NBC announced 
Wednesday that Williams 
had been suspended with-
out pay for six months.)

The larger question is how 
we build community in the 
face of scandal. Do we exile 
the offender or heal the 
relationship? Would you 
rather become the sort of 
person who excludes, or one 
who offers tough but heal-
ing love?

When scandal erupts,
try a little forgiveness

n David Brooks is a columnist for The New York Times; Twitter: @
nytdavidbrooks

DAVID BROOKS
THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Other opinions: Paying  to treat addicts
n “Tax all you want. The only 
thing that’s going to change 
this situation is more jobs, and a 
shred of hope.”
Shane Taylor of Reading, on 
a Lancaster County official’s 
suggestion that drug and 
alcohol treatment programs 
be funded with state beer and 
smokeless tobacco tax revenue/
Facebook

n “The addicts have to be 
dealt with in order for all 
of us to have a safer living 
environment. Throwing 
them in jail doesn’t help.”
Judy Grove McDermott of 
Lancaster/Facebook

n “Why should the ones who 
like to drink beer be sentenced 
to paying higher taxes to 
compensate for someone 
else’s stupidity?”
Justin May of Lancaster/
Facebook

n “One thing is for sure: 
(Addiction) is absolutely 
an epidemic that is 
sweeping our nation. 
Something has to be 
done.”
Nate Embry of 
Millersville/Facebook

Though each one of us has 
different experiences as we 
travel through this world, 
our greatest fortune can 
be found in the knowledge 
that we don’t have to travel 
alone. 

We quietly rely on the 
people around us to focus 
our aspirations and hold us 
accountable to be our best 
selves. 

It is this unifying bond 
that makes our school, 
Brownstown Elementary in 
the Conestoga Valley School 
District, such a remarkable 
place.

Our teachers work at 
times with synergy that 
borders on magic — to-
gether they create pos-
sibilities for students that 
would have been otherwise 
unimaginable. Part of this 
synergy is really knowing 
each other and the circles of 
each other’s lives. 

We know who comes to 
work early and stays late. 
Our teaching lives are 
filled with routine; seeing 
a teacher deviate from his 
or her well-established 
routine almost never goes 
unnoticed.

Nicole Mathewson was 
one who always arrived 
early to get ready for the 
day. Her lights were always 
some of the first switched 
on each morning at our 
school. 

It was her way of respond-
ing to the demands of the 
job. She was never satisfied 
with “good enough” from 
her students; she always ex-
pected them to do their very 
best and she held herself to 
that same standard.

On that terrible Monday 
in December, as the other 
teachers began to arrive, 
they noticed something 
unusual and upsetting: Gray 
morning light was all that 
filled our colleague’s class-
room that day.

Worry, anxiety and fear 
were simmering beneath 
the surface as we did all we 
could to make the day look 
normal. We gathered at the 
end of the day, and in a mo-
ment our journey ground 
to a halt. One of our travel-
ing companions was gone 
forever. We lost our bear-
ings. Our light was gone. We 
stood still in the darkness.

In the confusion of that 
darkness we turned to our 
routines and clung feebly 
to normalcy. The students 
seemed to focus intently 
on the news, taking in the 
situation and its resounding 
importance. Blazing with 
life, they couldn’t be still. 

They patiently helped move 
us ahead that day. They 
were the first members of 
our community to share the 
great gift of compassion and 
the first to return the light 
of hope to our world.

The following were some 
of the most amazingly unex-
pected days in our careers. 
Breakfasts and lunches 
appeared in our building 
from our fellow teachers, 
staff and parents in other 
schools in our district and 
from far and wide. 

Soon, financial donations 
were coming in, and vigils 
were organized; churches 
opened sanctuaries for 
prayer; flowers arrived 
in vast numbers. Special 
“Brownstown Strong” T-
shirts first were donated for 
our staff to wear, then one 
for each of our 500 students 
arrived. A facility volun-
teered to host a memorial 
for Nicole. 

A memorial fund was 
created online; a “Common 
Denominator” scholarship 
fundraiser followed.

The days were exhaust-
ing in a way no one could 
have imagined. Just having 
a take-home meal to put on 
the counter when we got 
home allowed some extra 
and much-needed time to 
rest and search for peace.

Gestures of good will, car-
ing, compassion and hope 
flooded our school — too 
many to name, but all are 
remembered gratefully.

This outpouring remind-
ed us that the light we each 
carry inside us is not ours 
alone, it is ours to share and 
to be passed on. Reaching 
out to our school showed 
such grace on the part of 
our neighbors.

Whatever act you have 
undertaken, from even a 
kind thought or prayer to 
far above and beyond, we at 
Brownstown Elementary 
School have been uplifted, 
and our gratitude for the 
light you’ve shared will glow 
in our hearts for years.

Nicole Mathewson’s colleagues
thank community for support

DRUE BULLINGTON 
SPECIAL TO LNP

Nicole Mathewson shares a laugh with friends in this photo from 
2010.

ANN RODRIQUEZ

n Drue M. Bullington is an elementary music specialist at Brownstown 
and J.E. Fritz Elementary Schools. This op-ed was co-authored by the 
Brownstown Elementary faculty and staff.

This outpouring reminded 
us that the light we each 
carry inside us is not ours 
alone, it is ours to share 
and to be passed on.

In our words

School taxes going up?
Blame state lawmakers

What about the increase itself?
Przywara said the district faces a projected 

deficit of $7.9 million for the coming school 
year — $4 million of which is pension obliga-
tions.

 It’s unfortunate that Act 1 gives a district 
only one recourse if the Department of Edu-
cation denies its request for an increase above 
the index: Put the tax increase before district 
voters.

How about giving school districts other op-
tions, such as:

— Bill the General Assembly for its 2001 pen-
sion boost and later measures that pushed the 
cost of that mistake further and further into 
the future. Pension obligations now outstrip 
assets to the tune of $52 billion. If the General 
Assembly would accept that responsibility, 
more than half of SDL’s shortfall would disap-
pear.

— Bill the General Assembly for violating its 
constitutional obligation to “provide for the 
maintenance and support of a thorough and 
efficient system of public education.” Recent 
cuts in education funding, coming with new 
mandated state tests and no reduction in oth-
er school district obligations, only add to our 
lawmakers’ record of falling down on this part 
of their jobs.

— Bill the General Assembly for its biggest 
failure: Despite promises year-in and year-
out, Harrisburg continues to leave school dis-
tricts reliant almost solely on property taxes, 
a stable but static base that should be supple-
mented with other options.

While it’s the School District of Lancaster 
that is now facing a large deficit, growing pen-
sion obligations and inadequate state funding 
pose serious challenges for many other school 
districts.

It’s time for our leaders in Harrisburg to do 
right by education and fund it properly.

Pity property owners in the School District of 
Lancaster.

Their property taxes have risen a total of near-
ly 15 percent over the past five years — nearly 
3½ mills, or about $410 more in taxes on the 
average home assessed at $120,000.

The latest proposed increase — which a board 
vote would request, just in case, rather than im-
pose — would add another $370 to the annual 
property tax bill on the average district home.

A comment made in January by the district’s 
chief administrator, Matt Przywara — that the 
request “doesn’t cost much, other than a little 
bit of bad press” — was both unwise and true.

It was unwise because it shows little sympa-
thy for taxpayers who pay the bills in the dis-
trict. It also was true: SDL has never raised tax-
es above its state index, even when Harrisburg 
has OK’d a larger hike.

Unfortunately, Act 1 almost forces districts 
to worry their taxpayers with worst-case sce-
narios.

The legislation passed in 2006 was the state 
Legislature’s plan for directing state gambling 
revenues toward property tax relief (that 
worked well, didn’t it?) and keeping school 
board tax increases in check by setting maxi-
mum increases and deadlines for seeking ex-
ceptions to them.

 Under Act 1, SDL has until the end of this 
month to ask for an exception, or lose the abil-
ity to increase taxes above the index set by the 
state Department of Education.

Meanwhile, it and the other 16 school dis-
tricts spanning Lancaster County must pass 
their budgets by June 30 while awaiting word 
on how much funding the final state budget 
will include for them. The state budget also is 
due, but no means guaranteed, by June 30.

So, the timing of the district’s request makes 
perfect sense. It must be sought soon or be giv-
en up for good.

THE ISSUE

The School District of Lancaster school board next week will vote on whether to 
ask the Pennsylvania Department of Education for permission to raise property 

taxes by as much as 11.5 percent. Under Act 1, the district must get permission for 
any increase above its 2.8 percent state-set index for 2015-16.

FIND MORE ONLINE    
lbit.ly/SDLProposal
bit.ly/TaxPlansAcrossCounty

IF YOU GO
School District of Lancaster school board meeting, Tuesday, 
7 p.m., McCaskey East High School, 1051 Lehigh Ave.
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n “Oh, it’s OK — whew! 
Wake up, Mayor Gray!”
Annette Greer of Lancaster 
regarding the report of 
a 22-year-old man shot 
early Thursday in the 300 
block of West King Street 
and a police spokesman’s 
reassurance that there 
was “definitely no threat 
to the community”/ 
LancasterOnliine

n “I live roughly two blocks 
from there. This is a major 
problem. We never see patrol 
cars here anymore. Sure, 
Lancaster is a walkable city, if 
you own Kevlar.”
Linda Boyer of Lancaster/
LancasterOnline

n “Seriously, we need to 
start getting rid of some of 
these outsiders. I’m so tired 
of it. I’ve been here all of my 
life and I can’t even walk out 
my front door; this is getting 
ridiculous.”
Wendy Richards of 
Lancaster/Facebook

n “Oh, heck no, don’t worry 
about your safety. You have 
bullets flying every other day 
but, hey, no worries!”
Linda Althouse of Denver/
Facebook
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WASHINGTON — Every 
day the Chinese go to work, 
Americans get a raise: Chi-
nese workers, many earning 
each day about what an 
American spends on a 
Starbucks latte, produce 
apparel, appliances and 
other stuff cheaply, thereby 
enlarging Americans’ dis-
posable income. Americans 
similarly get a raise when 
they shop at the stores that 
made Sam Walton a billion-
aire.

The ranks of billionaires 
are constantly churned. 
Most of the persons on the 
original Forbes 400 list of 
richest Americans in 1982 
were off the list in 2013. 
Mark Zuckerberg, Face-
book’s CEO, was not born 
until 1984. America needs 
more billionaires like him, 
Michael Dell, Bill Gates, 
Jeff Bezos and Steve Jobs. 
With the iPod, iPhone and 
iPad, unique products when 
introduced, Jobs’ Apple 
created monopolies. But in-
stead of raising their prices, 
Apple has cut them because 
“profits attract imitators 
and innovators.” Which is 
one reason why monopolies 
come and go. When John D. 
Rockefeller began selling 
kerosene in 1870, he had 
approximately 4 percent of 
the market. By 1890, he had 
85 percent. Did he use this 
market dominance to gouge 
consumers? Kerosene 
prices fell from 30 cents a 
gallon in 1869 to 6 cents in 
1897. And in the process of 
being branded a menacing 
monopoly, Rockefeller’s 
Standard Oil made gasoline 
so cheap that Ford found a 
mass market for Model T’s.

Monopoly profits are 
social blessings when they 
“signal to the ambitious 
the wealth they can earn by 
entering previously un-
known markets.” So “when 
the wealth gap widens, 
the lifestyle gap shrinks.” 
Hence, “income inequal-
ity in a capitalist system is 
truly beautiful” because “it 
provides the incentive for 
creative people to gamble 
on new ideas, and it turns 
luxuries into common 
goods.” Since 2000, the 
price of a 50-inch plasma 
TV has fallen from $20,000 
to $550.

Henry Ford doubled his 
employees’ basic wage in 
1914, supposedly to enable 
them to buy Fords. Actually, 
he did it because, in 1913, 
annual worker turnover 
was 370 percent. He low-
ered labor costs by reducing 
turnover and the expense 
of constantly training new 
hires.

All these thoughts are 
from John Tamny, a one-
man antidote to economic 
obfuscation and mystifica-
tion. Thomas Carlyle (1795-
1881), who called econom-
ics “the dismal science,” 
never read Tamny, a Forbes 
editor, editor of RealClear-
Markets, and now author of 
the cheerful, mind-opening 
book, “Popular Economics: 
What the Rolling Stones, 
Downton Abbey, and LeB-
ron James Can Teach You 
About Economics.”

In the early 1970s, when 
the Rolling Stones were 
coining money and Britain’s 
top tax rate was 83 percent, 
Keith Richards, lead guitar-

The wealth gap works,
making us all richer

GEORGE WILL
THE WASHINGTON POST

ist and social philosopher, 
said: “That’s the same as 
being told to leave the coun-
try.” The Stones decamped 
to France, leaving Britain, 
Tamny notes, to collect 83 
percent of nothing.

Americans execrate 
“outsourcing,” which sup-
posedly involves sending 
“American jobs” overseas. 
Well. Nike employs 40 
times more manufacturing 
workers in Vietnam than 
in America, but could not 
afford as many American 
workers as it has without 
the efficiencies of outsourc-
ing. Tamny cites Enrico 
Moretti, a Berkeley econo-
mist, who says that when an 
American buys an iPhone 
online, it is shipped from 
China and the only Ameri-
can who touches it is the 
UPS delivery person. Is it 
regrettable that Americans 
are not doing the assembly 
jobs for which Chinese are 
paid the “latte wage”?

Actually, Americans in-
cessantly “outsource” here 
at home by, for example, 
having Iowans grow their 
corn and dentists take care 
of their teeth, jobs at which 
Iowans and dentists excel 
and the rest of us do not. 
LeBron James could be an 
adequate NFL tight end, 
but why subtract time from 
being a superb basketball 
player? The lesson, says 
Tamny, is that individuals 
— and nations — should do 
what they do better than 
others, and let others do 
other things.

Millions of jobs, he says, 
would be created if we 
banned computers, ATMs 
and tractors. The mecha-
nization of agriculture 
destroyed millions of jobs 
performed with hoes and 
scythes. Was Cyrus McCor-
mick a curse?

The best way to (in Barack 
Obama’s 2008 words to Joe 
the Plumber) “spread the 
wealth around,” is, Tamny 
argues, “to leave it in the 
hands of the wealthy.” Per-
sonal consumption absorbs 
a small portion of their 
money and the remainder 
is not idle. It is invested by 
them, using the skill that 
earned it. Will it be more 
beneficially employed by 
the political class of a con-
fiscatory government?

“Nothing,” Tamny demon-
strates, “is easier to under-
stand than economics. It 
is everywhere you look.” 
Readers of his book will 
subsequently look at things 
differently.

In the early 1970s, when the 
Rolling Stones were coining 
money and Britain’s top tax 
rate was 83 percent, Keith 

Richards, lead guitarist and social 
philosopher, said: “That’s the 

same as being told to leave the 
country.”

n George Will is a columnist for The Washington Post. Twitter: 
@georgewillf

ONLINE
bit.ly/WolfK-12EdPlan      |      bit.ly/GOPConcerns

In our words

Wolf faces early test
on helping city schools

administration should expand its focus beyond 
finances.

As in many urban school districts, students 
are struggling in schools that fail to deliver a 
quality education.

“We cannot continue to go on with the status 
quo and business as usual,” York City School 
Board member Michael Breeland told the York 
Daily Record.

“I think the district needs to move forward 
with a total transformational plan that changes 
the way education is addressed in this district,” 
Breeland told the paper.

Fortunately, Wolf, a York County native and 
resident, has former School District of Lan-
caster Superintendent Pedro Rivera in charge 
of education. Rivera knows urban schools. And, 
if the Wolf administration believes the charter-
school approach is a bad idea, his administra-
tion should offer a plan in its place.

And soon.
Urban school districts need heroes in Harris-

burg. Wolf and Rivera should show their met-
tle in that regard in York. They should deliver 
both the resources and a plan — for the sake of 
the students in York, for those in all of Pennsyl-
vania’s struggling school districts and for the 
future of our state.

Gov. Tom Wolf said during his budget address 
that he wants “schools that teach” and that he 
was ready to fight for the resources they need 
to do so.

The situation in York gives him an earlier 
challenge than he might have wanted. The 
7,500-student city school district has been 
struggling for years to meet state benchmarks 
on standardized tests. It was in debt. And its 
funding was being cut.

The Corbett administration’s approach — put-
ting the district in receivership — would have 
turned all York City schools over to a charter 
schools company. Under the court-approved 
plan, that company, unlike most charter schools 
in the state, would have been required to serve all 
of the district’s students, those needing special 
education and alternative education included.

In a court filing this week, the Wolf admin-
istration is asking that the request for a state 
takeover be rescinded. The governor’s spokes-
man said Wednesday that Wolf wants to ap-
point a new chief recovery officer and set up a 
committee, co-chaired by that officer and York 
Mayor Kim Bracey. The committee would be 
charged with seeking community suggestions 
toward getting the district’s finances in order.

Given the district’s recent struggles, the Wolf 

The Wolf administration is looking to reverse a state takeover of the York City School 
District. The district — one of  four in Pennsylvania operating under a chief recovery 

officer — was $5 million in debt with all eight of its schools scoring well below the state 
benchmark of 70 on standardized tests. A judge late last year approved a plan to turn 
the city’s schools over to Charter Schools USA, a for-profit company based in Florida. 

The district had been operating under a recovery officer since 2012; he resigned  
March 13, citing the governor’s opposition to his recovery plan.

THE ISSUE

Pedro RiveraGov. Tom Wolf
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More teaching, less testing
a good move for Pa. schools

adapt an education system to the specific chal-
lenges” in their classrooms. “And it hasn’t nec-
essarily gotten us to a point where we are turn-
ing out better students.”

Steve Miskin, spokesman for the House Re-
publican caucus, told WHYY that lawmakers 
are “miffed” by Wolf’s comments because tests 
help taxpayers “know that their investment is 
yielding results” and because the governor has 
not spelled out in detail what he proposes in 
the current system’s place.

Smucker was more cautious. He noted that 
testing has been required under both the Bush 
and Obama administrations to get full federal 
education funding. And he expressed support 
for testing as a way to ensure tax dollars spent 
on education are being used wisely.

 “I think it would be a huge mistake to say 
we don’t need tests any longer,” Smucker told 
LNP. But, Smucker said, he would support im-
provements toward an accountability system 
that assures every child has an opportunity for 
a good education.

Asked if fewer tests might make sense, 
Smucker acknowledged that “there’s always a 
concern that there are too many tests.” He said 
he wants enough testing “to ensure children 
have learned what they need to learn to be pre-
pared for college or a career,” but would sup-
port changes to make that accountability “as 
efficient as possible.”

Smucker’s is a constructive approach. It is 
in that spirit, not the “miffed” stance of House 
Republicans, that the GOP should engage the 
debate over school accountability with the 
governor.

Concerns that Pennsylvania students are 
spending too much classroom time taking and 
preparing for standardized tests is not limited 
to teachers.

Parents are opting their children out — a 
right they have under Pennsylvania law.

With parents and teachers both concerned, 
it’s good that the governor has spoken up.

“Education is a full and holistic process,” Wolf 
told Philadelphia’s WHYY. “We’ve reduced it 
to a bunch of high-stakes tests that don’t seem 
to me to be tied to the specific, comprehensive 
skills that we want students to have.”

Wolf said he plans to reach out to teachers as 
his administration reworks the state’s school ac-
countability system. The governor also said he 
welcomes input from the GOP-controlled General 
Assembly but doesn’t believe he needs its approval 
to revamp the School Performance Profile.

He will need approval from Washington, 
however, and the Obama administration 
should be open to changes.

The state’s current system was an improve-
ment over the old one. The 2002 No Child Left 
Behind Act’s tracking of adequate yearly prog-
ress toward 100 percent of students passing 
tests by 2014 was not achievable. The Corbett 
administration’s School Performance Profile 
switched from raw scores to focusing on stu-
dent improvement over time.

Both those systems, in keeping with the 
accountability standard established under 
NCLB, reduce a school’s funding or restrict its 
spending based on test scores.

That system, Wolf said — and we agree — is 
not giving “teachers the freedom they need to 

Gov. Tom Wolf said he is looking to replace, with input from teachers, 
Pennsylvania’s School Performance Profile, the public school-accountability system 

put in place by his predecessor in 2013. The state’s largest teachers union supports 
moving away from an “emphasis on toxic testing” and looks forward to hearing 
Wolf’s plan. A spokesman for House Republicans said they are “miffed” because 

tests provide accountability. State Sen. Lloyd Smucker, R-West Lampeter Township, 
who chairs the Senate Education Committee, was more measured, with a defense of 

testing and an openness to improving the state’s accountability system.

THE ISSUE

Other opinions: Eliminate Pa. property tax?

n “Pennsylvania’s property 
tax, like property taxes 
in many other states, is a 
fossilized artifact from the 
19th century that faltered 
badly in the 20th century and 
failed spectacularly into the 
21st century.”
G. Terry Madonna and 
Michael Young, Franklin 
& Marshall College/ 
bit.ly/Politically 
Uncorrected3-25-15

n “Property taxes are the 
most reliable and stable 
source of funding for these 
services, preventing cuts to 
schools, police, fire and jails 
during economic downturns, 
and they are easy for local 
governments to administer.”
Michael Wood and Sharon 
Ward/pennbpc.org

n “The property tax ensures 
local political control. ... 
But when the states pay 
for services like education, 
those services are almost 
always underfunded — that 
is, local citizens don’t get as 
many services as they want 
or are willing to pay for. 
That is both inefficient and 
undemocratic.”
David Brunori, tax analyst/ 
forbes.com

n “Maybe (the property 
tax) made sense nearly two 
centuries ago, but we need 
to find a fairer way to fund 
public schools and remove 
the heavy, unfair burden on 
property owners.”
State Sen. David Argall, 
R-Berks and Schuylkill/ 
phoenixvillenews.com

Publishers: 1866-1917 Andrew Steinman | 1921-1962 J. Hale Steinman | 
1921-1962 John F. Steinman (Co-Publisher) | 1963-1980 John F. Steinman | 
2013- Robert M. Krasne

LNP |  Founded 1794

Beverly R. Steinman 
Chairman Emeritus

Robert M. Krasne 
Chairman of the Board 

John A. Kirkpatrick III 
President

Barbara  Hough Roda 
Executive Editor

Suzanne Cassidy
Editor of the Opinion  Page

FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE INTELLIGENCER JOURNAL/
LANCASTER NEW ERA/SUNDAY NEWS

 WASHINGTON — An 
abscess of anger seems to 
gnaw at Hillary Clinton, but 
the reasons for her resent-
ments remain unclear. 
The world’s oldest party, 
which governed the nation 
during two world wars and 
is the primary architect of 
America’s regulatory and 
redistributive state, is eager 
to give her its presidential 
nomination, in recognition 
of ... what?

The party, adrift in 
identity politics, clings, as 
shipwrecked sailors do to 
floating debris, to this odd 
feminist heroine. Wafted 
into the upper reaches of 
American politics by stolid 
participation in her event-
ful marriage to a serial phi-
landerer, her performance 
in governance has been 
defined by three failures.

Her husband, having as-
sured the 1992 electorate 
that voting for him meant 
getting “two for the price of 
one,” entrusted to her the 
project that he, in a harbin-
ger of the next Democratic 
president’s mistake, made 
his immediate priority — 
health care reform. Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
urged him to begin with 
welfare reform, just as 
wise Democrats wanted 
President Barack Obama to 
devote 2009 to economic 
recovery rather than health 
care, perhaps sparing the 
nation six years and count-
ing of economic sluggish-
ness.

Hillary Clinton en-
veloped her health care 
deliberations in secrecy, 
assembling behind closed 
doors battalions of the best 
and the brightest — think 
of many Jonathan Grubers 
weaving complexities for 
the good of, but beyond 
the comprehension of, the 
public. When their handi-
work was unveiled, it was 
so baroque that neither 
house of a Congress con-
trolled by her party would 
even vote on it. This was 
one reason that in 1994 
Democrats lost control of 
the House of Representa-
tives for the first time in 
40 years — a harbinger of 
2010, when Obamacare 
helped end Nancy Pelosi’s 
tenure as the first female 
speaker.

Clinton’s Senate interlude 
was an uneventful prelude 
to her 2008 presidential 
quest, which earned her, 
as a consolation prize, the 
State Department. There 
her tenure was defined 
by the “reset” with Russia 
and by regime-change-by-
bombers in Libya.

Russia has responded by 
violently dismembering 
a European nation. Libya 
was the object of “hu-
manitarian intervention,” 
an echo of Bill Clinton’s 
engagement in the Balkans 
that appealed to progres-
sives because it was con-
nected only tenuously, if 
at all, to the U.S. national 
interest. Today, Libya is a 
humanitarian calamity, a 
failed state convulsed by 
civil war and exporting 
jihadists.

These episodes suppos-
edly recommend a re-
immersion in Clintonism, 
a phenomenon that in 2001 
moved The Washington 
Post to say, more in anger 
than in sorrow, that “the 
Clintons’ defining charac-
teristic” is that “they have 
no capacity for embarrass-
ment.” This judgment was 
rendered as two episodes 
were demonstrating that 
the Clintons in power were 
defined by their manner of 
leaving it.

Bill Clinton punctuated 
his presidency by pardon-
ing the late Marc Rich, a 
fugitive who 17 years earlier 
had been indicted for tax 
evasion, fraud and racke-
teering. He also traded with 
Libya and South Africa in 
contravention of embargos, 
and traded with Iran during 
the hostage crisis. Rich’s 
former wife reportedly 
contributed more than $1 
million to assorted Demo-
cratic causes, $450,000 
for Clinton’s presidential 
library, and $10,000 to the 
legal defense fund necessi-
tated by Clinton’s glandular 
life that led to the Supreme 
Court effectively disbarring 
him from practicing before 
it.

A year before the Clintons 
decamped from Washing-
ton to begin planning their 
return to it, they began 
trucking away from the 
White House $190,000 
worth of furnishings. Per-
haps exigencies dictated 
this; the couple was, Hillary 
Clinton says, “dead broke.” 
The furnishings became, 
as things often do with the 
Clintons, another occasion 
for an “it depends on what 
the meaning of the word ‘is’ 
is” tiptoe along the ledge of 
illegality. The White House 
chief usher thought many 
of the items were govern-
ment property donated 
in 1993 to a redecoration 
project. Several donors of 
items said they were told 
this. Although the Clintons 
said that all the removed 
furnishings were personal 
gifts, they returned $28,000 
worth of them.

As Hillary Clinton begins 
her campaign to again re-
side with the White House 
furnishings, remember an 
episode perhaps pertinent 
to the family penchant for 
secrecy and to her personal 
email server. Sandy Berger, 
who had been President 
Clinton’s national security 
adviser, was Clinton’s des-
ignated representative to 
the commission that inves-
tigated the 9/11 attacks that 
occurred less than nine 
months after Clinton left 
office. While representing 
Clinton, Berger frequented 
the National Archives. 
Later, he was fined $50,000 
for surreptitiously taking 
highly classified docu-
ments from the Archives 
and destroying some of 
them.

Another Clinton presi-
dency probably would 
include a reprise of the cou-
ple’s well-known patterns of 
behavior. Voters will make 
an informed choice.

‘Past is prologue’ not 
a good Clinton slogan

GEORGE WILL
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