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I n the last four years, Mike Rawlings has
managed to become not only the face of
City Hall but of the city itself.

The mayor is our biggest cheerleader and
lobbyist. He is the person who sets the tone
and often the agenda at the council horseshoe,
and he is the person who leads our collective
conversation about the future of this place
called Dallas.

In a job where the politics can be bitter and
the stakes are high,
Rawlings has been
a clear, consistent
and compassionate
voice seeking both
solutions and unity
around the com-
plex issues our city
faces.

Rawlings’ effort on behalf of Dallas should
earn him a second term in office to continue
the work he began even before his election as
mayor.

First and foremost, that work includes his
effort to spur the development of southern
Dallas. Every mayor in recent history has paid
lip service to helping boost the area south of
Interstate 30. Rawlings, however, has gone
well beyond his predecessors to help all of us
understand that this area will define Dallas’
success or failure.

His GrowSouth plan has set real goals and
shown measurable achievements. More re-
mains to be done — especially getting momen-
tum behind a private investment fund to gen-
erate seed money for projects in southern Dal-
las. But there is also more to build on now, with
growth around the Inland Port as well as the
opening of the new Texas Horse Park and the
coming Trinity Forest Golf Club.

Rawlings, vice chairman
of the private equity firm
CIC Partners, has also
shown that he is willing to
take bold positions in sup-
port of reform. His early
support of the home-rule
movement for public
schools was important, even

if the political rollout for the effort was clumsy.
He’s also had the back of Dallas ISD Superin-
tendent Mike Miles, which has had significant
impact as Miles has worked to introduce diffi-
cult reforms.

Rawlings, 60, deserves credit for seeking a
path forward on the Trinity River project, es-
pecially for assembling a team of urban de-
signers who crafted a strong vision. He should
now publicly embrace a four-lane parkway to
better align with the majority of Dallas resi-
dents’ preferences.

Rawlings’ challenger, attorney Marcos
Ronquillo, is a serious candidate with a history
of involvement in this city, especially in the
cause of civil rights.

Ronquillo rightly opposes a six-lane toll
road but would start from scratch on the feder-
al approval process — which may be unneces-
sary and would cost us years before a true
parkway could be built.

His large campaign boils down to a “fix the
potholes” message, which doesn’t give us con-
fidence that he has a broader vision for the city.

Ronquillo, 62, also appears to lack ground-
ing in important efforts to change the city —
especially the Neighborhoods Plus plan to ad-
dress blight and attract the middle class.

It’s Rawlings who has shown the vision we
need to build our future. It’s Rawlings we need
representing us at City Hall.

We Recommend
Mike Rawlings for Dallas mayor
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R emember that shopworn scene where
something terrible happens on the street
and the cop comes along to shoo people

away?
“OK, show’s over. Nothing to see here, folks.

Move along.”
Today at the University of Texas, the cop is be-

ing played by Chancellor William McRaven.
The thing he wants us all to move along from

is an investigative report showing that political
influence played a role in the admissions process
to UT-Austin and UT Law School.

It’s important, though, that we get a chance to
decide for ourselves whether there’s anything
more to be learned from the report issued by the

investigative firm Kroll in
February.

Why? The Kroll report
makes it clear that politicians
influenced admissions at UT,
but it failed to publicly an-
swer some important ques-
tions.

Why would our politicians
get involved in admissions at
UT? Who exactly did it, and
who benefited?

These are critical ques-
tions because we know how
hard it is now to gain admis-
sion to the state’s flagship
school.

Imagine if someone pow-
erful could help get an appli-
cant into UT when that stu-
dent otherwise had no real

hope of getting in. That would be something
very valuable.

UT Regent Wallace Hall pushed for disclo-
sure of information that led to the Kroll investi-
gation. 

Now, Hall is trying to get McRaven to provide
him with all documents related to that investiga-
tion. And, bizarrely, the request is being refused.

Much of the information Hall is seeking ap-
pears to be subject to public review. This news-

paper has made a similar request of the universi-
ty, which UT is fighting before the attorney gener-
al.

Remember that Hall is not John Q. Public. He
sits on the governing board of the UT System. It is
his duty, and the duty of his fellow regents, to have
the fullest understanding possible of what hap-
pened regarding admissions in order to craft pol-
icy to protect the university.

At a special meeting of the regents on April 8,
Hall requested the release of the information.

McRaven stonewalled and walked up to the
point of outright refusal.

“If you want to reopen all the information that
we got from the Kroll report and take a look at all
that data, I’m not inclined to go there,” he said.

At that meeting, Hall won the necessary votes
to have his request fulfilled. The next day, UT law-
yers declined to fulfill his request. A UT spokes-
woman on Tuesday said, “Additional issues
emerged with respect to Regent Hall’s request.”
She provided no detail. 

Hall is now asking the attorney general to in-
tervene.

Many inside UT, as well as some regents, ap-
pear to view Hall as a rogue out to sink UT. Others
view him as a hero shedding light on a scandal
that reaches deep into the Texas Legislature.

Whatever view you hold, he is clearly entitled
to review the material he is seeking, and UT’s
chancellor should provide it.

That McRaven won’t suggests there is some-
thing important to see here, and Hall is right not
to just move along.

Something To See at UT
Regent Hall is right to seek admissions details

UT Regent Wallace Hall and this newspaper are
seeking to review material behind an investigative
report that showed political influence in UT
admissions. What might that material reveal?

■ The extent to which the president’s office
influenced admissions.

■ Which public officials sought favors.

■ Whether the issue of admissions policy has been
properly handled by the regents.

What we might learn
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No other option
Re: “Sorting out Shariah law — Women’s

rights are chief concern in heated debate,
says Beth Van Duyne,” Friday Viewpoints.

Thank you, DMN, for this column by Ir-
ving Mayor Beth Van Duyne. This was a
truly refreshing piece of simple common
sense, and a very patriotic one at that. Like
her, I am totally appalled, baffled and out-
raged that anyone would even consider the
statement that Americans should follow
American laws as racist or bigoted in any
way. There is no other option.

Every country in the world has its own
legal systems that anyone who goes there
must follow. How would it work if one went
to Saudi Arabia, for instance, and set up an
independent legal system there? The ab-
surdity of the arguments of those who have
disagreed with her publicly is beyond all
comprehension. No, Van Duyne is abso-
lutely correct in her assertions in this arti-
cle. Good for her.

Paul Kramer, Carrollton

A challenge to Irving’s mayor
The column by Irving Mayor Van Duyne

does not represent all citizens of Irving.
Many have spoken against her crusade to
codify a law that will affirm our national
and state constitutions. It sounds a bit re-
dundant to me. This has been divisive in Ir-
ving and managed to vilify one religion’s
mediation practices. However, one valid
point the mayor brings up is the concern for
the rights and well-being of women. 

Although I consider her recent actions
to be political theater, we do share the same
concern for women. The mayor now has the
opportunity to use her pulpit to do things
for women of all persuasions. I challenge
her to be the crusader for women in her
own backyard. The major issue for women
is economic security. 

A local government can impact the lives
of women so dramatically by focusing and
adjusting its policies and programs. This
can be her legacy. I volunteer to assist in
such a shared concern for our community.

Kim Morris, Irving

One suggestion for $20 face
Re: “Change for a $20? A woman on bill

— A female face would be a reminder of role
in history, supporters say,” Saturday news
story.

I suggest that Amelia Boynton Robinson
be considered as a candidate for a woman
to appear on the $20 bill. She moved to Sel-
ma, Ala., to teach homemaking skills as an
employee of the U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment. She also became an outspoken advo-
cate for voting rights for African-Ameri-
cans living there. Her efforts culminated in
organizing the first of three marches in Sel-
ma in 1965. 

She and now-Rep. John Lewis, among
others, were brutally beaten by state and lo-
cal police, all of which was shown by na-
tional television media. The recorded
events of that day ensured that the later
marches would be peaceful and more im-
portantly gave impetus to the passage of the
Voting Rights Act later that year.

Last month, I heard Robinson speak in
Dallas. At 103, she has a keen wit and gra-
cious poise with an inspiring message of
love and reconciliation. Despite her relative
obscurity, she is a true hero of the civil
rights movement who put her life on the
line to advance the cause. She is most de-
serving of being considered to appear on
the $20 bill.

William Sanderson Jr., 

Dallas/Lake Highlands

Mankiller most fitting
I think that it would be most fitting to re-

place the face of Andrew Jackson on the

$20 bill with that of Wilma Mankiller, the
first woman elected chief of the Cherokee
Nation.

Mankiller’s face would represent the
determination of the American Indian —
in this case, an American Indian woman —
as a population with the power to over-
come such repressive acts as the 1830s In-
dian Removal Act, which Jackson played a
key role in implementing. Mankiller is the
most appropriate choice.

Catherine Gray, Farmers Branch

Earning our compassion
Re: “Long journey for an ‘invisible peo-

ple’ — Chin who fled Myanmar forge a
community here,” April 15 Metro story.

I read the story about the migrant mom
from Honduras bemoaning the plight of
her child in the detention facility in San
Antonio without a great deal of compas-
sion. Yes, they fled their homeland for a
better life, but they do have shelter, nutri-
tion and care. Then I read “Long journey
for an invisible people,” and became angry
with the Honduran mothers who are pro-
testing. The Chin refugees are an amazing,
resilient group of immigrants who deserve
our help and respect. 

I have been working with two of these
kids, both attending Lewisville High
School. The brother and sister left home
separately, without their parents, traveling
from the mountains of Myanmar, barefoot,
no food, no shelter, walking to a camp at
night in Malaysia, where they would live
for several years with the hopes of making
it to the U.S. Their education stopped at
grade six because of a lack of money.

A very small percentage actually find
refuge in our country. “My kids,” Ngun and
Cung, have not seen their parents in over
eight years. I am proud to be helping them
find success here, because they have
earned my compassion.

Stephanie Laubacher, Highland Village
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Raise your voice
The Dallas Morning News is actively seeking
applications for new Voices volunteer
columnists. The applications can be found
online at dallasnews.com/voices. We’re
looking for:
Student Voices: Students who will be in high
school for the 2015-16 school year. They can
be from private schools, home schools or
public schools.
Teacher Voices: K-12 educators who work in
public or private schools.
Community Voices: Everyone else, all ages, all
backgrounds, all stages of life.
What makes someone a good Voices
columnist? He or she has something to say
and wants to learn from professional editors
how to get better at saying it. Volunteer
columnists write regular columns for one
year, sharing with readers information from
their communities and from their lives that is
both interesting and persuasive. They focus
on local and personal topics on which they
have unique insight, leaving the political
talking points and pontifications to the
pundits.
Deadline: Noon on May 1
For more information or to ask questions
about the program, send an email to voices
@dallasnews.com.
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