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W ouldn’t it have been great if Enron,
Worldcom and Tyco had actually
had boards of directors that offered

real oversight instead of a parade of rubber
stamps, smiles and fat bonuses?

It might have spared a lot of people a lot of
money that went up in smoke when those
companies’ corporate corruptions were ex-
posed. It might have spared some others
time in prison.

The University of Texas System is fortu-
nate to have a board of regents with a history

of dedication to true
oversight that benefits
all of us, and nothing so
much as the institution
they are appointed to
protect and promote.

So why is state Sen.
Kel Seliger, an Amaril-
lo Republican, so dedi-
cated to seeing the
board’s oversight pow-
ers stripped down until
it becomes a lapdog of

university administration?
Seliger tried and failed to do this two years

ago. In 2013, Gov. Rick Perry vetoed a bill
that would have made it impossible for re-
gents of public universities to fire presidents
without first getting a recommendation
from the system’s chancellor.

His latest bill attempts to get this passed
under a new governor. The bill also has bare-
ly veiled provisions that would severely
weaken the power of regents at Texas univer-
sities to vigorously question administrations
and to gather the records required to do so.

This renewed effort stems from Regent
Wallace Hall’s efforts to show that UT-Aus-
tin President Bill Powers was manipulating

certain admissions for political reasons.
That suspicion was confirmed by an inde-
pendent investigation that never would
have happened without Hall’s dogged ef-
forts to collect and comb through admis-
sions records.

Two former chairmen of the board of re-
gents, Wm. Eugene Powell and Charles
Miller, sent pointed letters last week to the
Senate’s Higher Education Committee call-
ing for Seliger’s bill to be scrapped.

“The dedicated regents at the UT System
who have been working so hard for the past
four years brought numerous questionable
situations to the attention of the chairman,
the chancellor and the board,” Powell wrote.

Those questionable situations include
the admissions scandal that led to Powers’
planned resignation and former UT assis-
tant football coach Major Applewhite’s
sleeping with an undergraduate, both ex-
amples of things Powell said the adminis-
tration knew about but failed to inform the
board of.

Seliger’s bill could soon go before the full
Senate. It needs to die there.

Good, open government depends on an
active, independent board with the power to
support the institution it serves, even if that
means challenging those who run it. 

Weakening Regents
Misguided bill would take teeth from overseers

■ Contact state Sen. Ken Seliger to urge him to
withdraw his bill by calling 512-463-0131.

■ Contact your legislator to register your
opposition to SB 177. To find out who represents
you and how to contact them, go to
www.capitol.state.tx.us and type your address.

■ Email forms are available at members’ legislative
websites, at www.senate.state.tx.us.

KEL SELIGER

Register your concern

I t’s too easy to get discouraged
about public education, especially
in urban areas. 

Sometimes it seems like the more
we try, the more we fall behind. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if one magic
thing could change the circumstances
for the kids who need it most?

There is no magic; we know that.
But there is something that in-

creasing evidence indicates could
substantially change the outcomes for
countless young people.

It’s prekindergarten, and specifi-
cally full-day prekindergarten.

Mention Grand Prairie in North
Texas, and most of us understand in-
stantly that this is a poor city of immi-
grants where opportunity is often hard to
come by. 

This is the sort of place where children
might arrive in kindergarten knowing 300 or
400 words, vs. the 3,000 or 4,000 their mid-
dle-class peers from wealthier areas might
know. And among the words they know are too
often the worst kind, not necessarily foul but
negative and diminishing.

Since 2010, Grand Prairie ISD has been
working hard to attract more students into a
novel pre-K program that concentrates stu-
dents into a single place: Bonham Early Edu-
cation Center. 

Some 450 students attend pre-K at Bon-
ham. About 50 are fortunate enough to be at
the school for a full day.

The data the district has gathered about
this effort is powerful and should convince all
of us just how important it is to put our re-
sources into not simply expanding prekinder-
garten access across this state but expanding it
for full-day pre-K. 

In every skill measured — including phone-
mic awareness, phonics, reading and listening
— full-day students far outperform their half-
day peers.

In one full-day class made up largely of
Spanish-speaking students from poor fami-
lies, 82 percent of students are at least one se-
mester ahead in reading. That means these
students will enter kindergarten either able to
read or on track to be reading. The advantage
that will provide in their long-term education

outcome is enormous.
Most half-day classes at Bonham did not

approach a threshold of 80 percent, and many
were below 50 percent in reading above level.

Like most districts, Grand Prairie cannot
afford to offer its full-day pre-K program to ev-
eryone. The staff, led by Bonham Principal Al-
isha Crumley, has worked tirelessly to promote
what they can offer. Residents with young chil-
dren line up in Grand Prairie hoping to be
lucky enough to win one of the full-day spots.
Too many walk away disappointed.

Last week, Dallas Morning News writer
Eva-Marie Ayala reported data from Dallas
ISD that reinforces what we should learn from
Grand Prairie. There is a consistently measur-
able benefit to full-day over half-day pre-K.

Gov. Greg Abbott is proposing boosting the
per-student spending by $1,500 for early
childhood education.

That is a good gesture. But the funding
doesn’t approach what’s needed to begin a real
effort at change.

Crumley has spent years in education. She
believes that we are already spending the
money we would spend on full-day prekinder-
garten. We are just spending it on things like
remedial education to try to catch kids up. Or
we are losing it to dropouts. Or, to take her
thoughts further, we are watching it be washed
away in the lost opportunities that come with
an uneducated society.

We cannot afford that. Not when a better al-
ternative is right in front of us.

The Way on Pre-K
Grand Prairie ISD offers innovative examples

Staff Photo

Teacher Jacquelyn Rodriguez worked with a group of
her pre-kindergarten students last week at Bonham
Early Education Center. 

Keep restrooms separate
Re: “Lawmaker needs to stay out of our

bathrooms — Proposal on who may use
which restroom is harmful, says Adam Brig-
gle,” Monday Viewpoints. 

Regardless of what some people may
think, there’s a reason for a men’s restroom
and a women’s restroom. A woman doesn’t
want to be taking care of her business while
a man is in the restroom stall next to her. 

That said, I applaud lawmaker Debbie
Riddle for taking a stand on what is right.
Women should be able to use a public rest-
room without the risk of feeling violated.
And same with the men.

A.J. Chilson, Princeton

Sharing isn’t unthinkable
We can sympathize with Briggle helping

his son (yes, I know he is a she) learn to navi-
gate through a complex situation with his
sense of self-respect intact. We can agree
Briggle has a good point about the House
bills that too rigidly restrict the use of public
bathrooms according to gender. 

However, Briggle questions whether the
general public should govern general be-
havior in ways that preclude an individual’s
peculiar behavior. Personally, I believe we
can safely acquiesce to peculiar behavior
more than we realize, but in practice that is
easier said than done.

On a group senior tour in Europe, our
bus stopped for lunch. You can imagine
that, after four hours on the bus, many
needed a restroom. 

However, we discovered the facilities
were not separated by gender as expected.
Instead, lavatories were shared by both sex-
es, while individual stalls accommodated ei-
ther sex. 

Many in our group refused to use the en-
tire facility, preferring to watch uncomfort-
ably while the natives of both sexes marched
in and out.

The point is how much Pavlov dog-like
preconditioning so governs our behavior
that other behavior becomes unthinkable.
That is ultimately the issue, not the legiti-
macy of governance.

Brian Baldwin, Dallas

Colleges and anti-Semitism
Re: “SAE to have members take diversity

training — Group’s leader says chapter’s act
disgusted and embarrassed him,” Thursday
news story. 

The controversy surrounding the racist
chant made by members of SAE at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma received swift condem-
nation from OU President David Boren,
who closed the fraternity, evicted the house’s
residents and expelled two students. Given
past incidents of racism involving SAE, this
response should be praised.

Last year, according to a public informa-
tion officer for the Tucson police, “20 or so”
members of SAE assaulted four members of
AEPi, a Jewish fraternity. In response, the
university immediately placed SAE under
an interim suspension.

Compare these two incidents to a recent
confrontation at UCLA when a Jewish stu-
dent applied to join the school’s student
council judicial board. At her nomination
hearing, she was asked, “Given that you are
a Jewish student and very active in the Jew-
ish community, how do you see yourself be-
ing able to maintain an unbiased view?”

Can you imagine the uproar had they
asked if she could maintain an unbiased
view because she was African-American?
Every student who asked that question
would be suspended immediately; it would
be a story on every national media outlet
and the site of a variety of protests.

It is time to acknowledge that anti-Semi-
tism is just as despicable as racism.

Larry Goldsticker, Plano

@lgoldsticker 

Constitution protects idiots
I do not agree with the statements made

in the video by the idiots in the fraternity. I
do think that the university had every right
to put them out of school. 

However, under our Constitution, they
have every right to say what they said. You
see, the First Amendment protects every-
one, not just the folks who say what we
agree with.

Edgar Carol, Kaufman

Legislators off target
I am angry at our Legislature. The state

of Texas has over a million people who could
be covered by Medicaid. Our public schools
still need more funding after billions in cuts
three years ago. The State Retired Teacher-
Active Care is underfunded. I do not hear a
word of concern from Austin concerning
the looming water crisis for our state.

Denton will not be allowed to pass anti-
fracking ordinances and Dallas cannot reg-
ulate plastic bags if current bills pass. The
Legislature says it wants less government
concerning federal issues but has no prob-
lem passing restrictive state laws.

No, the most important issue is gun
rights. What a bunch of sellout reprobates!
The next election, Texas citizens, vote! Find
candidates who care about us!

John Combs, Garland

Texans are getting played
Is it possible that the Texas Legislature is

taking its cues from the famous Caravaggio
painting Cardsharps at the Kimbell Muse-
um in Fort Worth? What looks like an hon-
est card game is in reality the citizen being
cheated behind his back. 

So it is with the Texas Legislature’s cam-
paign for limited government and getting
government off the backs of the citizens, but
then dealing with the lobbyists — and sud-
denly local citizens are cheated of their abil-
ity to control their own affairs and future.
Some things never change. 

Texas citizens would be well advised to
consider carefully who they vote for and lis-
ten beyond the sound bites of slogans that
are worse than meaningless. Duplicity and
hypocrisy are alive and well in Austin.

Jerold Lancourt, Dallas

2 words: public transportation
Re: “Anchia turns a corner with Trinity

Parkway stand,” Tuesday Metro story, and
“Make way for more Texans,” by Jacquie-
lynn Floyd, Tuesday Metro column.

Cheers for Anchia opposing the Trinity
Tollway. The Trinity Tollway is a plan that
looks backward, not forward. With the revi-
talization of downtown Dallas, urban con-
gestion grows. And according to Jacquie-
lynn Floyd’s column, the D-FW population
will double to 10 million by midcentury.
Much of it will be in the suburbs, but Dallas
feels the heat now.

The alternative to the Trinity Tollway is
two words: public transportation. 

However, it has to be fast and easily
available. In Dallas, public transportaion
isn’t there yet; people can spend hours get-
ting to work. Not so New York and Chicago.
In those cities, public transportation is usu-
ally only a block or two away, and cheaper
and faster than cars. So people use it.

Yes, expanding public transportation to
make it really viable is expensive. But so is
building freeways that are already over-
crowded the day they are opened. With the
coming population density, public trans-
portation is inevitable. Why not spend the
money once now, instead of twice —first for
highways and eventually for public trans-
portation?

The midcentury is only 35 years away.
Our children and grandchildren will thank
us for planning ahead, instead of forcing
them to rectify our mistakes.

Maralyn Hamaker, Dallas
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Jeff Koterba/Omaha World-Herald 
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