
A18 12-18-2014 Set: 18:38:36
Sent by: cstewart@dallasnews.com News CYANMAGENTAYELLOWBLACK

18A dallasnews.com

ONLINE FORM
http://www.

dallasnews.com/
sendletters

We do not accept
letters via email

LETTERS & VIEWPOINTS POLICY
We value reader submissions. We receive far more than we can print and
publish a representative sample. Letters should not exceed 200 words.
Viewpoints columns, which may be submitted through viewpoints@dal-
lasnews.com, should not exceed 600 words. Letters and columns are ed-
ited for length and clarity. Include your name, address with ZIP code and
daytime phone number. Submissions become property of The News.

MAIL
Letters From Readers

The Dallas Morning News
Box 655237

Dallas, Texas 75265

EDITORIALS

The Dallas Morning News
Established October 1, 1885

Publishers

George Bannerman Dealey 1885-1940

E.M. (Ted) Dealey 1940-1960

Joe M. Dealey 1960-1980

James M. Moroney Jr. 1980-1985

John A. Rector Jr. 1985-1986

Burl Osborne 1986-2001

James M. Moroney III
Publisher and Chief Executive Officer

Robert W. Mong Jr.
Editor

Keven Ann Willey
Vice President, Editorial Page Editor

Thursday, December 18, 2014

C uba and the United States are normaliz-
ing relations, reopening embassies and
restoring economic ties after more than

half a century of diplomatic freeze. The leaders
of both countries are heralding a new era, sym-
bolized by prisoner exchanges that include the
release of an unidentified U.S. intelligence agent
held more than 20 years.

Wednesday’s historic action opens the way for
Cuba’s transformation and an end to the com-
bative rhetoric that has divided the two coun-
tries since Fidel Castro’s Communist forces over-
threw the government in 1959, fended off a CIA-
led invasion, then hosted the installation of Sovi-
et nuclear weapons on the island.

A nearly 54-year-old, unilateral U.S. embargo
has failed to unhinge Cuba’s Communist dicta-
torship. Although President Barack Obama’s ex-
ecutive action will ease trade restrictions, only an
act of Congress will end the embargo. Texas
businesses should recognize this opportunity
and press members of Congress to stop imped-
ing their ability to generate economic growth.

Florida Republican Sen. Marco Rubio vows
to stand in the way, blasting Obama’s moves as
naïve, given Cuba’s record of oppression. While
this newspaper respects such views, five decades
of diplomatic and economic isolation is long
enough — especially when contrasted against
the now-flourishing U.S. ties with other former
Communist enemies such as China and Viet-
nam.

The best way to destabilize the Castro dicta-
torship is with a flood of U.S. dollars, tourism,
telecommunications and commerce. The em-
bargo has only served to strengthen the dicta-
tors’ stranglehold by ensuring exclusive access to
hard currency, visas and commercial contracts. 

Once American tourists and businesses enter
Cuba in droves, and the Cuban people are ex-
posed to a world of options hitherto withheld

from them, we’re confident that acceptance of the
oppressive Castro leadership model will evapo-
rate quickly. It’s reasonable to expect pro-democ-
racy movements to develop, along with press
freedoms, as Cubans gain access to the Internet
andinteract with Americans. 

A primary victim of Cuban human rights
abuses, Alan Gross, emerged from five years in a
Cuban prison Wednesday and lauded Obama’s
action, calling it “a game changer.”

The natural state of humans is to seek freedom
andshuntyranny once the option opens to them.
Look at Poland, the Czech Republic or Hungary,
each of which suffered similar diplomatic and
trade isolation under Soviet domination. The so-
cialist systems that they had kept in place for de-
cades collapsed overnight. Today, their econo-
mies are flourishing, as are press freedoms and
other basic human rights.

It’s time to put Cuba in proper perspective.
TheCaribbean island, 90 miles from U.S. shores,
long ago ceased posing a security threat. A re-
sumption of ties is, absolutely, the appropriate
way to nudge Cuba into the 21st century.

New Approach to Cuba
Restoring ties is big step toward embargo’s end

Economic statistics suggest an influx of U.S.
commerce and dollars can rapidly push Cuba’s
transformation:

$10,200 Cuba’s per capita gross domestic product

5 rank of U.S. as a Cuban import partner (behind
Venezuela, China, Spain and Brazil)

11.05 million Cuba’s population

9 million Cubans without cellphone subscriptions

8.2 million Cubans without Internet access

0 number of private citizens allowed to own
computers without permit

SOURCES: World Bank; CIA World Factbook

Hungry for growth

A ll Wallace Hall did was take
on the most powerful peo-
ple in Texas over the state’s

most cherished institution.
All it cost him was years of hav-

ing his name dragged through the
mud, threats of being impeached
from his position as a regent at the
University of Texas and the linger-
ing threat of an ongoing grand jury
investigation.

His dogged fact-finding,
though, led not only to an indepen-
dent investigation about the link
between politics and admissions at
UT and its law school but it also
contributed to the resignation of
UT-Austin President Bill Powers, a
Texas giant.

An independent firm is now in-
vestigating the connection be-
tween powerful people and UT’s
admissions practices. The results
could shake the state.

For his uncommon impact, Hall, 52, is a fi-
nalist for 2014 Dallas Morning News Texan of
the Year.

Hall’s story is perfect for Texas — so big and
strange that it seems better suited to a thriller
than the staid work of a university regent.

It begins in 2011, when Gov. Rick Perry, a
man Hall didn’t personally know, tapped the
Dallas entrepreneur and 1984 UT grad for the
prestigious role of university regent. It’s a volun-
teer job of oversight and guidance for the state’s
greatest educational institution. Hall took it
very seriously.

Trouble started when the board became con-
cerned about a $500,000 forgivable loan that
the UT Law School Foundation provided to
Larry Sager, then dean of UT Law School. An
inquiry by the system’s general counsel led to
Sager’s resignation and a finding that the loan
program was improper. But Hall wasn’t satis-
fied. It wasn’t going deep enough, in his eyes.

He started his own probe and
collected volumes of university re-
cords. The files were delivered in
boxes that Hall began to comb. As
he read the pages, Hall became
more and more suspicious. He in-
ferred from those documents a his-
tory of favors and political paybacks
with one of the greatest currencies
in the state: admission to the Uni-
versity of Texas and its law school.

When Hall took his concerns to
the board, he became a target not
only of politicians but of UT loyal-
ists of all stripes, who complained
Hall was making unreasonable re-
cords requests. In February 2013,
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst stood on
the floor of the Texas Senate and of-
fered a tearful defense of his friend
Powers.

Regents were trying to “micro-
manage the system” over “a man
who always puts the university first,

who always stands up for what he believes in,
even if it may not be politically popular,” Dew-
hurst said.

Hall kept digging, even as he faced more scru-
tiny — not just as a regent, but in his business and
his personal life. The Texas House, under Speak-
er Joe Straus, set up a special panel that consid-
ered impeachment. It settled on censure, some-
thing many people considered a vindication of
Hall.

In July, outgoing UT Chancellor Francisco Ci-
garroa demanded Powers resign or be fired,
something widely linked to the admissions scan-
dal. Powers agreed to step down next year.

Hall’s relentlessness was felt beyond Texas,
earning him a spot on the Chronicle of Higher
Education’s 2014 “influence list” of people who
shook up academia.

The drama is far from over, but the role played
by Wallace Hall leaves a mark that won’t soon be
forgotten in Austin’s halls of power.

Wallace Hall
UT regent poked a hornet’s nest of power players

Coming Dec. 28

2014 FINALISTS

WALLACE HALL
Relentless UT regent

LUCAS McCONNELL
Young justice seeker

RICHARD LINKLATER
Barrier-shattering

filmmaker

Texan of the Year: A Texan (or
Texans) who has had
uncommon impact — either
positive or negative — over the
year.

Watch this space for editorials
on nine finalists, followed by
the annual Texan of the Year
essay in the Points section on
Dec. 28.

Read all our Texan of the Year
coverage, including finalist and
nomination essays and a full list of
reader nominations at
dallasnews.com/texanoftheyear.

I would have made Atkins wait
Re: “Mayor pro tem accused of assault —

Atkins denies grabbing guard at City Hall
who asked for ID,” Saturday Metro story.

Sounds like, to me, that Atkins needs to
be briefed on proper security measures at
City Hall. “Do you know who I am?” does
not cut it for proper identification. The city
employee followed standard procedure in
asking for identification.

I would assume that Atkins thinks he is
above following security procedures
(meaning he makes more money than the
city employee does). If I had been the em-
ployee on duty that morning, Atkins would
have stood outside until scheduled time to
open the doors. So much for “Do you know
who I am?”

Max Fowler, 

Caddo Mills

Missing out on mastery
Re: “Wrong approach — We cheat stu-

dents when, instead of providing depth, les-
sons just skim the surface, says Charles
Henderson,” Saturday Viewpoints.

I read this column with delighted
amazement. I have uttered the phrase “Ma-
terial that I didn’t encounter until high
school is now being taught as early as fifth
or sixth grade” many times, specifically to a
fifth-grade math tutor at Sylvan and a local
DISD grade-school principal. 

I got some mumbo-jumbo about how
these concepts are being introduced earlier
now — none of which paid the tutor or pre-
pared the child for the next unreachable
level. High school now requires Algebra I
and II, geometry, physics and pre-calculus.
Really? Skimming the surface does not be-
gin to describe the agony of an ungifted
math student whose only goal is to pass. 

Understand that concept? If educators
are aware of this, why on earth is it still
holding sway when they know it doesn’t
work? It stifles skills of analysis, evaluation
and creation for the mind, which is being
hurled along a pathway of unrealistic ex-
pectation and never has the satisfaction of
feeling the mastery of a subject. I wish the
whole world could read and understand
this viewpoint.

Peggy Day, 

Seagoville

Getting around the numbers
As a high school student, I agree entirely

with Charles Henderson in his views, as I
have encountered the difficulties that come
from flying through advanced lessons. I ap-
preciate how Henderson specifically targets
the hit-and-run math lessons as they are of-
ten repetitive and surface-level. This form
of teaching does not allow the information
to stick in our minds as much as topics that
we have covered from top to bottom. I dare
say that many years of education that have
consisted of short-term memorization to
improve standardized testing scores have,
on the students’ level, been wasted.

If the system were based on understand-
ing instead of measured “knowledge,” then I
believe that students would be more suc-
cessful in the long run, and scholars would
earn their credentials as a result of their
comprehension, and not perceived compre-
hension. What I see daily is the exchange of
answers from people who did understand
the material to people who do not, in order
to maintain each other’s averages. All in all,
if schools ceased to be a numbers game,
then the future could change its course onto
a more positive and learned one.

Wendy Butler, 

Watauga

Toll road, lakes are connected
Re: “Road’s friends, foes await ideas for

redo — Proposals by mayor’s design experts
not likely to quiet critics,” Monday news
story.

With all the lambasting of the Trinity toll

road, you might be asking what is keeping
this zombie alive? It is us! We all want the
park that we were promised and voted for
several times. The issue comes in how city
leaders, staff and consultants packaged el-
ements of the park with the parkway.

See the Trinity Lakes Plan is actually a
part of the tollway environmental impact
statement that is under review for con-
struction of the tollway. As reported by The
News many times, the excavation of these
lakes will provide the soil for the platform
of the tollway. City staff is shaking at the
thought that the mayor’s Dream Team will
change the footprint of the tollway and
cause a delay in the environmental impact
statement. This would be a major failure
for many leaders and staff members that
have literally spent a lifetime on this pro-
ject.

Reality is we need to change the narra-
tive about the anti-toll road message. We
must say no lakes and no toll road. How
else could this money be spent today?
More of what we have been doing already:
wetlands, trails and recreation areas that
don’t mind flooding.

Andrew Howard, Dallas/Oak Cliff

@street_space

Also remember the bad
Re: “Display of sniper’s gun raises ire —

Cop who confronted him wants ‘dadgum
thing’ melted down,” Saturday news story. 

Rachael Penman cites reasons for keep-
ing Charles Whitman’s rifle on display for
all the public to see. We have a tendency to
forget the bad things that happen in our
lives. Things like an innocent-looking rifle
can remind us of the evil in the world. The
gun did nothing. For all these years it has
just lain in the case and not fired a shot or
killed a single person. 

But the gun tells a story of a horrible in-
cident that was committed by a young man
for absolutely no reason. Should we forget
that? Should we erase all reminders of that
terrible day from the Earth? I think we
need to remember the bad stuff as well as
the good stuff. Maybe we can keep the bad
things from happening quite so much.
Keep the rifle on display.

Edgar Carol, 

Kaufman

Look at cultural differences
Re: “Racial wealth gap growing — Me-

dian net worth of whites last year 13 times
that of blacks, report says,” Saturday news
story.

As the drumbeat of “wealth gap” contin-
ues, one must consider causes. Researchers
have found little, if any, discrepancies be-
tween the races in basic intelligence, so
this growing gap should look at cultural
differences such as language competency,
parental literacy, gender, expectations and
the pervasive drug culture.

Do expectations of students and fami-
lies of various social and racial levels dif-
fer? Is there a relationship between the
growing number of single mothers and the
wealth gap?

Pew’s data divide the three major races
and age groups rather than culture, mari-
tal and immigration status, education or
urban locales. Would a child brought into a
location where their native language was
different be more apt to succeed than those
coming as adults? Numbers alone create
wrong assumptions leading to wrong cures
— throwing more money into education
and wealth redistribution as if to change
the data.

Far too many dynamically changing
variables exist to simply show dramatic da-
ta revealed to media, politicians and activ-
ists to conclude that such facts are due to
skin color and a “legacy of discrimination.”
Asian and Jewish students are driven to-
ward success by cultural expectations. Has
this been a subject of studies?

Bob Dewberry,

North Dallas
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