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U T-Austin President Bill Powers is a
popular and charismatic leader
whose bruising fights with his own

board of regents have only boosted his public
reputation.

But popularity and performance are two
different things, and it would be unwise to
dismiss the serious concerns about Powers
that UT System Chancellor Francisco Cigar-
roa has raised in calling for Powers’ removal
as president.

The board is set to vote Thursday on Pow-
ers’ future with the university. Before that
vote is taken, Cigarroa owes the public a
clearer understanding of why he believes the
university’s president must go. What has
changed since Cigarroa gave Powers a vote of
support before the board seven months ago?

So far, Cigarroa’s statements have been
thin gruel. He’s given us too little informa-
tion about problems with Powers’ perfor-
mance to conclude whether the board
should insist on his immediate removal or
give him some time to stay in the job and
then leave, as he has suggested, on his own
terms.

Given Cigarroa’s sudden about-face on
Powers, it seems certain problems go deeper
than the “breakdown of communication, col-
legiality, trust and a willingness to work to-
gether” that Cigarroa cited in a shallow state-
ment Monday.

Powers, Cigarroa and certain regents have
had a difficult relationship for years. So that
alone doesn’t explain the 180-degree shift
Cigarroa has taken in this drama’s last flare-
up.

Yes, big personalities, or better yet, big
egos are in the mix. From Powers and Cigar-
roa to Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst, some of the strongest people in
the state are deep into this mess.

That’s not to mention board Regent Wal-
lace Hall, who is now facing impeachment
after digging deeply into allegations about,
among other things, favoritism in the admis-
sions process. 

Hall has been pushed around by legisla-
tors and university officials and skinned by

some for his relentless pursuit of informa-
tion. But his findings have also fed accusa-
tions and innuendo that aren’t going away.

Unfortunately, too little is publicly
known at this point to see where to draw the
line — for or against Powers’ immediate re-
moval. That said, if Powers should stay on,
even for a brief time, it is hard to see how he
will govern the university effectively given
his broken relationship with Cigarroa and
some board members.

The bottom line is this: We need more
facts about the root causes of the differences
between the university’s popular president
and its board and chancellor. Only then will
the university and the state have the clarity
needed to decide whether it’s right for Pow-
ers to stay or go.

Convince Us, Chancellor
What’s behind vote on UT president?

“The relationship
between President Bill
Powers, the Board of
Regents and the Office
of the Chancellor has
been strained to the
point of becoming
fractured for several
years. This was the
case from my first day

as chancellor and even preceded my arrival.”
— UT System Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa

statement obtained Monday

“My proposal to resign
at the end of the
legislative session is a
constructive one and in
the best long-term
interest of UT-Austin.
Throughout my tenure,
I have always striven to
act in the best interests
of the University. I
believe a graceful
rather than abrupt departure after nine years in
office is in keeping with that.”

— Excerpt from Bill Powers’ July 4 letter
to Cigarroa regarding his future

N ational Republicans, we will be gra-
cious in defeat, if just a bit astounded.

Seriously, what’s the world coming
to when Dallas, a city that rings like a cash regis-
ter for contributions, can’t land the 2016 Re-
publican National Convention? We did our
homework, we studied hard, we piled up fat
stacks of cash, and then someone changes the
question?

Live elephants! We greeted you with live ele-
phants!

OK, deep breath. In, out. In, out.
In all candor, we congratulate our friends in

Cleveland who, despite lighter wallets, parlayed
into the big prize a compact, walkable down-
town, a bunch of new hotel rooms and, critical-
ly, the June dates GOP officials coveted. (Slight-
ly bitter aside: Between our two basketball
teams, which one is more likely to be on a long
playoff run in 2016? And you don’t even have an
NHL team.)

We’ll recognize, too, that Ohio could prove a
crucial swing state in 2016. Republicans do not
win the White House without winning Ohio,
right?

If that’s your logic, wake up. The previous
five GOP conventions, 1996 to 2012, were held
in order in San Diego, Philadelphia, New York
City, St. Paul and Tampa.

Republican nominees ran second those No-
vembers in California, Pennsylvania, New York,
Minnesota and Florida. Second place might get
you a ribbon, but only first place counts for elec-
toral votes. 

In fact, the last GOP nominee to carry his
convention state was George H.W. Bush in
1992. You remember that convention, don’t you,
Republicans? It was at the Astrodome. In
Houston. In Texas. We won’t even bring up that
1984 convention in Dallas, which launched
Ronald Reagan to a second term with each of
Texas’ electoral votes.

In Texas, we deliver.

(Live elephants, for goodness’ sake!)
For some reason, this one stings a little more

than our failing every few years to get the Olym-
pics, and God forbid we ever see another Super
Bowl around here. It’s true Dallas isn’t as Repub-
lican as it once was, but we’re smack-dab in the
middle of one of the reddest states on the map.

Really now, Cleveland? If Dallas is, say, light
blue, Cleveland is roughly indigo. Folks, it’s a
town built on unions and mediocre sports teams,
not that there’s anything wrong with that.

Good luck finding the Dallas Cowboys cheer-
leaders, Big Tex or one decent plate of barbecue
or Mexican during your convention. Oh, sure,
you’ll have all the bars and restaurants and night
life a good delegate can stand within an easy,
breezy walk. And barring a rapid acceleration of
climate change, it should be a fair bit more pleas-
ant outdoors than Dallas might be in July.

Still, no matter how much fun you have, when
you wake up, you’ll still be in Cleveland. We’ll be
here in Dallas, still mostly content but wishing
you were with us.

Wishing You Were Here
It’s back in the trunk for Dallas’ GOP dreams 
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We mustn’t forget
Re: “Survivors recall bloody battle on a

Pacific isle,” Monday news story.
The Dallas News has outdone itself again

in the last couple weeks, bringing us great
stories about WWII during our wonderful
patriotic holidays. It is a time of remem-
brance and a thankful time. We must not for-
get! We have all read about the World War II
battles from time to time, but this story
about Saipan was so heartwarming and in-
formative. Oh! What those men went
through to keep America safe.

Our uncle was on Iwo Jima and saw our
great American flag being raised. My hus-
band’s father was at the liberation of the Da-
chau POW camp. He took pictures of the
dead, starved bodies, stacked up like wood-
piles, also thrown in ditches. Some people
still say this didn’t happen, but we have his
pictures, taken with his little Kodak box
camera.

I read, many years ago, about the Japa-
nese taking their own young girls, I believe
there were thousands, for their soldiers’
pleasures. What kind of people would do all
these things? Everyone needs to know it and
remember it. I’m sure it goes on in many
places of the world to this day. All I can say is,
God bless America and we love this great
country of ours.

Barbara A. Whitfield, Streetman

Pigs flying
Re: “Koch: Gifts, AG chemical ruling not

linked — Firm says ammonium nitrate not
stored on site at Texas subsidiary,” Friday
news story. 

So there’s no quid pro quo between Texas
Attorney General Greg Abbott and Koch In-
dustries’ known contributions of at least
$75,000 to Abbott’s campaign for governor?
According to your story, in which Koch indi-
cated there is no connection between cam-
paign contributions from the company and a
ruling by Abbott putting information about
the location of potentially dangerous chemi-
cals off limits to the public, and Koch’s web-
site, saying Koch “and its subsidiaries are
collectively one of the world’s largest produc-
ers and marketers of fertilizers,” it sounds to
me like red, white and blue pigs have started
flying in the formation of the U.S. flag.

How many of you have driven around to
chemical facilities to find out what danger-
ous things are stored in your neighborhood,
as Texas’ chief law enforcer and governor
wannabe suggests? I thought the AG was
supposed to look out for all of us. Silly me.

Paul Schmidt, Dallas/Lakewood

Social media and discourse
We have seen polls coming out highlight-

ing Obama as the worst president ever. I had
to giggle, as its sampling population was so
minute. It could barely speak for the masses.
He got elected a second term, which tells you
that is the biggest and most accurate public
poll — the true voices of all the people. It
made me ponder what social media would
have done for Obama’s predecessors. 

One quick glance at the newspaper arti-
cles on the Sixth Floor Museum would shed
light on the fact that people hated President
Kennedy in Dallas. Yet he was chosen as one
of the favorites in the polls. Would social me-
dia of the few haters in Dallas in the 1960s
cast a negative perspective on Kennedy?

Chanda Parbhoo, Dallas

Where’s the end?
There is no doubt that Americans are the

most generous and giving people. County
Judge Clay Jenkins is right to show compas-
sion, as is Grand Prairie Mayor Ron Jensen.
However, our government has given us no
reason to believe there is a favorable end-
game for America to this influx of illegals.
History shows that they are more likely to re-
main than be deported and more likely to
drain tax dollars rather than contribute. Can

we expect these “children” down the road to
bring in parents, relatives and siblings?
Probably. Remember, President Obama has
had an illegal aunt and uncle living here for
years despite deportation hearings. Our gov-
ernment has a history of failing Americans
regarding immigration. We have no reason
to expect anything else now.

Mark Truskey, McKinney

Christianity and patriotism
I am admittedly not a Bible scholar nor a

by-the-book Christian. Even though I grew
up in the church and went through the mo-
tions, my faith is now fragile. However, I dis-
tinctly remember what Jesus instructed us
to do for our fellow man (not just fellow
Americans), and when I see the pictures of
child refugees coming across the border only
to be treated like an infestation of illegal im-
migration, I ask myself: What would Jesus
do? I don’t think he would do a lot of things
those good Christian patriots on the right
would have us do. I don’t think Jesus would
shout “go back to where you belong” with an
assault rifle hanging from his shoulder.

I was not feeling very patriotic or Chris-
tian this holiday.

Stephen Matthews, Bedford

A realist’s view
What are we going to do?
When reality sets in and emotionalism is

set aside, what are we going to do with thou-
sands of illegal immigrant children? And
those coming in 2015? 2016?

We hear how overcrowded our schools
are; where will we get the classroom space
for these children? If they do not speak Eng-
lish, who will teach them? Who will pay for
their education through high school? Who
will pay for their college education?

We hear how overburdened our social
services are, where children are placed and
forgotten by their social worker because they
are trying to do the job of three social work-
ers. Where will we get the additional trained
employees to help with these children?

Our city does not have the funds to up-
date our traffic lights along with other pro-
jects that are on hold. Do we really believe
funds won’t be diverted to care for these chil-
dren?

I am a mother of three children and
grandmother of eight. I am not insensitive to
the needs of these children, but I am also a
realist who understands how the system
works.

Lynette Mackey, Duncanville

Return them humanely
This independent is on the conservative

side here: Treat illegal immigrant children
humanely but escort them immediately back
to their own country. If we can cause collat-
eral damage to thousands in Iraq, we can
certainly partner with host countries to cre-
ate “green zones” where children can be pro-
tected yet remain with their parents and cul-
ture. My Scottish-born wife studied several
months before getting her U.S. citizenship,
putting my knowledge to shame (How many
House representatives? Name one author of
the Federalist Papers.), then proudly reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance after she passed her
naturalization test.

I enjoyed the Quebeçois culture of Mon-
treal just as I do our wonderful Latino cul-
ture all across Texas, but I had to pass a
French exam to keep my Quebec medical li-
cense. Justice is the core of law, and we can-
not give the Trojan horse of anchor children
(followed soon by rights-claiming relatives)
free entry when so many work to earn it. By
all means embrace our immigrant heritage,
but focus on our inadequate foster-care sys-
tem rather than adding more burdens. The
solution to immigration is export of our in-
dustry to improve other nations, not to im-
port their lost children as orphans with little
future.

Golder Wilson, Dallas
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