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Do the hearings right
The Democrats are portraying the not-

yet-even-constituted House Select Com-
mittee on Benghazi as nothing but a 

partisan exercise. They are even considering 
boycotting the hearings to delegitimize them.

Fine. Although this would give the Obama-
protective media a further reason to ignore Ben-
ghazi, it doesn’t matter. All that matters is wheth-
er the committee produces new, important facts. 
If it does, it will be impossible to ignore.

We’ve already seen what a single piece of 
new evidence can do in reviving interest in a 
story that many (including me) thought the ad-
ministration had successfully stonewalled. The 
“PREP CALL with Susan [Rice]” email from 
Ben Rhodes, the deputy national security ad-
viser, was withheld eight months until revealed 
by court order. It advises the UN ambassador to 
focus on an anti-Islam internet video, thus con-
tradicting the perennial White House claim that 
Rice’s blame-the-video five show fa-
ble came just from intelligence com-
munity talking points and not from a 
White House in full campaign mode.

The select committee will be head-
ed by Rep. Trey Gowdy, a skilled 16-
year prosecutor. He needs to keep the 
hearings clean and strictly fact-orient-
ed. Questions only, no speechifying. 
Every sentence by every GOP committee mem-
ber must end with a question mark. Should any 
committee Republican instead make a statement 
ending in a period, the chairman should immedi-
ately, by button, deliver an electric shock through 
the violator’s seat.

The areas of inquiry are obvious. They are 
three: before, during and after.

Before:
Where and to what extent was there derelic-

tion of duty as memos, urgent pleas and mount-
ing evidence of danger were ignored and the 
U.S. ambassador allowed to enter a deathtrap?

During:
What happened during the eight hours of the 

Benghazi attack, at the end of which the last two 
Americans (of four) were killed by mortar fire? 
Where was the commander-in-chief and where 
was the responsible cabinet secretary, Hillary 
Clinton? What did they do?

The White House acts as if these are, alterna-
tively, either state secrets or of no importance.

For President Obama, we have three data 
points. At 5 p.m. EDT, he is briefed on the attack 
by the secretary of defense and chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs. At around 8 p.m., Obama spends an 
hour on the phone with Benjamin Netanyahu 
to tamp down a breaking politically injurious 
story that Obama had snubbed the Israeli prime 
minister. The White House then issues a read-
out saying the two leaders had agreed there had 

been no snub.
So the White House is engaged in campaign 

damage control quite literally in the middle 
of the Benghazi events—at a time when Am-
bassador Chris Stevens is still missing and the 
final firefight that killed two other Americans 
is still three hours away. We’ve just learned 
that Obama was not in the Situation Room that 
night. Then where, doing what?

We know, finally, that at 10 p.m. Obama called 
Clinton to get an update. What did they discuss, 
decide, order?

As former prosecutor Andrew McCarthy has 
pointed out, a half-hour later State 
issued a statement deploring the vid-
eo, setting the premise for the video 
excuse. Were Obama and Clinton 
working on a cover story—even be-
fore Glen Doherty had joined Tyrone 
Woods on the roof of the CIA annex 
where they were to die minutes later?

Yes, that’s speculation. Well, then 
give us facts. After all, the White House pro-
vided a cascade of hagiographic facts about 
Obama’s involvement in the Osama bin Laden 
raid. Yet regarding Benghazi—the most serious 
operational challenge of his presidency—he is 
nowhere to be seen.

After:
We now know the White House was pushing 

the “video made them do it” cover-up, lest the 
blame be placed on administration policy. Who 
was involved in that decision, obviously de-
signed to protect a president campaigning that 
al-Qaida was “on the run”?

These hearings are a big political risk for Re-
publicans. Going into the 2014 election, they stand 
to benefit from the major issues—Obamacare, the 
economy, chronic unemployment—from which 
Benghazi hearings can only distract. Worse, if 
botched like previous hearings on the matter, 
these hearings could backfire against the GOP, as 
did the 1998 Clinton impeachment proceedings. 
On purely partisan considerations, the hearings 
are not worth the political risk.

But the country deserves the truth. They’ll 
get it if the GOP can keep the proceedings clean, 
factual and dispassionate. 

—–––––❖–––––—

Charles Krauthammer, who has won the 
Pulitzer Prize for commentary, writes for the 
Washington Post.

Charles
Krauthammer

One fine day in South Florida
FRANK CERABINO

PALM BEACH POST

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla.

I would like to commend the Boynton Beach 
Police Department for using a Taser to zap 
a 77-year-old man on a walker as he tried to 

make his shuffle-away with $130 in cash from a 
local bank.

It would have been a tragedy if Russell Hugh 
Cooper had been able to hobble back to his 
assisted-living facility with all that loot. It could 
end up sending the wrong message. 

Cooper had come to the PNC Bank branch to 
withdraw money to pay for a car repair. But the 
old man had been preyed upon by scammers, 
who had cleaned out his account and caused it to 
be closed, according to his son.

So in a fit of exasperation, Cooper pulled out a 
small folding knife from his pocket and told assis-
tant branch manager Eryl Besin to escort him to 
the teller and order her to give Cooper the $130, 
according to police. As the bank surveillance vid-
eo shows, Cooper had a tough time maneuvering 
his three-wheeled walker while also posing a 
credible threat to Besin with the small knife. 

After instructing a teller to give Cooper the 
$130, Besin had to slow down his pace every time 
he got too far ahead of his alleged captor as they 
headed out of the bank. And once they got to the 
front doors, Cooper couldn’t really get through 
the doors very smoothly on his own. 

What happened next wasn’t visible. Cooper’s 
slow-motion $130 escapade came to an end 
on the sidewalk when he was greeted by three 
Boynton Beach police officers.

This was clearly a stalemate: On one side, 

you’ve got an assisted-living desperado clutching 
onto a walker to stay vertical while simultane-
ously brandishing a knife nearly big enough to 
do some serious damage to a radish. And on the 
other side, you’ve got three younger police offi-
cers trained in the proper use of force.

So one of the officers zapped the old man 
in the back with a Taser, which shoots barbed 
prongs under the surface of the skin while de-
livering a high-voltage shock that temporarily 
incapacitates a person.

Hostage crisis ended. Bank cash returned.
This might be a good time to put this $130 

bank caper at PNC Bank into a larger context.
In March, the PNC Financial Services Group 

became one of the financial institutions hit with 
subpoenas from the U.S. Justice Department 
in an ongoing investigation called “Operation 
Choke Point.” The federal probe is looking into 
whether banks are enriching themselves by 
collecting fees from companies engaging in 
illegal enterprises. Shady businesses, involved 
in payday loans, internet gambling and fraudu-
lent debt-settlement and telemarketing schemes, 
rely on banks to debit billions of dollars from 
consumer checking accounts. And federal pros-
ecutors are starting to hold banks responsible for 
their lucrative role in these schemes.

This year, the investigation cited a North 
Carolina bank holding company for allowing mil-
lions of unauthorized debit transactions against 
its own customers. The company settled the 
matter by paying the federal government a rela-
tively insignificant $1.2-million fine. Nobody go-
ing to jail there. Seems like we’re using the Tasers 
on the wrong bank robbers.

This is controversial?
Of course the kids should go to school

FOR SOME of us of a certain age, 
going to any elementary school 
for any reason is a holiday. One 

of the things an American parent really 
shouldn’t miss is at least one Thanks-
giving lunch with the kids when they’re 
in the early grades. This isn’t your fa-
ther’s, or even your, school cafeteria. 
Nowadays the meals served at public 
schools are actually inviting, hard as 
that may be to believe for a generation 
used to school lunches featuring greens 
with the taste boiled out of them and a 
generic slice of ground meat of no clear 
origin. So much for the good old days.

But back to the glorious new days: 
Some of the kids at the Thanksgiving 
lunch might be dressed as Pilgrims, 
others as American Indi-
ans—or as close as the kids 
can get to either one. Call us 
pro-stereotype and then call 
one of the various anti-defa-
mation leagues. Stop us be-
fore we call up even more 
stock American figures.

What fun. The kids are 
so proud to let the grownups see their 
artwork. Especially the giant pine cones 
they’ve decorated to look just like tur-
keys. To quote every young matron 
we’ve ever known:

The kids are so cute.

NOW THAT we’ve set the scene, 
you pick one kid out of each 
class and send her home. You 

don’t belong, young lady. You’re differ-
ent. You’ll not be educated with the rest. 
Go away, now, before we call the cops.

What?!
How un-American, right? That 

could never happen here!
Or so many of us thought.
The country’s secretary of education 

and even the United States attorney 
general felt they had to come out last 
week with still more guidance to local 
school districts. Their message: The 
kids of illegal immigrants must be al-
lowed to enroll in public schools.

Well, sure. Wasn’t all that settled 
in the early 1980s when the Supreme 
Court ruled that children of immi-
grants, even illegal immigrants, have a 
right to public education? For any su-
perintendent who wants a copy of the 
decision, it’s called Plyler v. Doe.

An even earlier authority, and a high-
er One, put it plainer: Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you. And 
if you need backup, there’s another cita-
tion in that Book beginning Suffer Little 
Children . . . .

But wouldn’t you know, some states, 
and some school districts, have tried to 

worm their way around the law here 
and there. California’s voters took to the 
polls in 1994 to deny all state benefits, in-
cluding education, to illegal immigrants. 
The courts struck down that decision. 
(Thank you, Lord.) A few years later, 
Congress itself tried to pass a law that 
would have allowed states to charge tu-
ition to the children of illegal immigrants 
in public schools. After a president 
named Clinton threatened a veto, Con-
gress backed down. Bless you, Bill.

The feds now say they’re getting re-
ports that some school districts are dis-
couraging children of immigrants from 
showing up at school by requiring So-
cial Security numbers from the parents. 
Which, of course, the parents don’t 

have. Not real ones, anyway. 
Ergo, their kids wouldn’t go 
to school. As we said, that’s 
unfair, that’s ungodly, that’s 
. . . un-American!

So here we have schools, 
good schools, filled with 
good teachers and princi-
pals and volunteers and all 

the others who are supposed to put kids 
first. Just as the rest of us should. And 
yet the Department of Education is get-
ting complaints, or says its secretary, 
Arne Duncan. Which is why he chimed 
in with the attorney general to say Suffer 
Little Children to come unto school.

Their message: Schools may ask 
for proof of residency in a district. But 
they may not ask for documents, not 
even a driver’s license from a parent, 
if that would keep the child from en-
rolling. Even the most Tom Tancredo 
amongst us must realize that denying 
education to little children—any chil-
dren—would be the most effective way 
not to just cheat them but the nation as 
a whole. Even if an immigrant is here il-
legally, his kids might be born here, and 
therefore they would be true red-white-
and-blue Americans. If you’re born in 
America, you’re American, a real yan-
kee doodle dandy. It’s like being one of 
the family.

Even if the kids were brought here 
as babies, why punish them for the sins 
of their parents? And punish the rest of 
us, too. If that’s not clear, here’s a sim-
ple question to ask yourself. Would it 
help or hurt society—its tax base, its 
job market, and the whole general wel-
fare—to have more or fewer educated 
young people? Heck, that’s not even a 
Yes or No question. It’s a rhetorical one.

Look, we’re talking about children 
here. Their futures and all of ours. For 
goodness sake, let ’em go to school. 
Insist they go to school. Besides, some 
of us have our souls to think about.

OTHERS SAY

Hot topic
WASHINGTON POST

Among the injustices of human-
caused climate change is that 
nations most responsible for 

filling the atmosphere with heat-trap-
ping carbon dioxide will not face the 
brunt of the consequences. A belt of 
vulnerable, poor countries around the 
equator will probably be hit hardest, 
even though many did not enjoy the 
economic benefits of burning fossil fu-
els for energy. The first reason to fight 
global warming is to head off a global 
mess the United States is helping to 
create.

But the United States, the largest his-
torical emitter, has selfish reasons for 
concern, too. The National Climate As-
sessment, a comprehensive federal re-
port released last week, makes clear that 
global warming is changing a variety of 
conditions here—changes that will be-
come more severe as the average global 
temperature rises.

It is not possible to attribute partic-
ular instances of extreme weather to 
human influence. But the trends are 
scary. The country has warmed, and 
will continue to heat up, by between 3 
and 10 degrees Fahrenheit by the end of 
the century, depending in part on how 
much the world does to slash emissions. 
The country is seeing more hot weath-
er, more torrential rain and higher sea 
levels. The Northeast and mid-Atlantic 
regions have been hit with heat waves, 

severe rain and coastal flooding. Areas 
around the District of Columbia are see-
ing rapid sea-level rise. Other regions, 
such as the Southwest, are dealing with 
pressing water scarcity.

Not every effect is negative. Farm-
ers in the Midwest benefit from longer 
growing seasons, and their crops gobble 
up added CO2. But those effects, the as-
sessment warns, can be offset by weath-
er-related crop failures, not to mention 
climate-related costs outside the agri-
cultural sector. 

The country has a lot of threatened 
infrastructure: Seaports, airports, roads 
and rails are at increased risk of flood-
ing. The nation will probably need more 
electricity to reduce the impact of hotter 
days. Climate change could also encour-
age the spread of various diseases.

The bottom line is that every region 
of the country must both do its part to 
reduce carbon emissions and plan to 
adapt to the effects it is unlikely to avoid.

The best way to cut greenhouse 
gases would be through a national pol-
icy that puts a price on carbon dioxide 
emissions. Experts are all but unani-
mous on this point, but Congress has 
yet to respond. 

Local governments can enforce 
stronger building codes and various 
other measures, particularly in the ab-
sence of robust federal action.

All levels of government, meanwhile, 
must plan for coming changes. 


