
Why are judges in Craighead County 
so lenient when it comes to child rapists?

Another disturbing case came to light 
this past week after a 35-year-old man 
was arrested on charges of raping a 
12-year-old girl.

While tragic, that�’s not the most out-
rageous part.

What�’s horri c is that John David 
Richardson of Jonesboro pleaded no 
contest to sexual assault in the rape of 
a 5-year-old girl back in 2010. For that 
crime, he was sentenced to four months 
in the county jail.

You read it right: four months in jail 
�— not prison �— for raping a 5-year-old.

Can you imagine a 32-year-old man 
with his greasy hands and junk and 
stinky breath all over your precious kin-
dergartner and a judge sentences the 
pervert to four months in jail?

When are the residents of Craighead 
County going to rise up and say enough 
is enough and do something about our 
lax judges and severely  awed judicial 
system?

Once again, the enabler in this case is 
Circuit Judge Cindy Thyer. As you may 
recall, Thyer is the same judge who last 
November sentenced 20-year-old James 
Hutcherson of Judsonia to four months 
in jail for the rape of a 13-year-old girl �— 
an eighth-grader.

Why are so many children being raped 
in Craighead County? It doesn�’t help 
when judges like Thyer let child rapists 
and pedophiles off with a slap on the 
wrist. They�’re back on the streets in no 
time, trolling for another child �— maybe 
yours �— to molest.

In many jurisdictions these same 
crimes would draw decades behind bars. 
And rightly so.

Not in Craighead County. Rape a child 
and you might get lucky and get Thyer 
as your judge and a prosecutor who has 
more cases than he could ever hope to 
handle. It�’s all about the plea deal, and 
nobody wants to go to trial. Our judicial 
system is already so clogged with cases 
that taking too many to trial �— only one 
during all of 2013 �— could actually col-
lapse the system.

Instead, we get to live with pedophiles 
who do what pedophiles do �— rape chil-
dren.

Thyer is the same judge who last No-
vember sentenced 22-year-old Brian 
Schreck of Bono to four months in the 
county jail after he pleaded no contest to 
distributing, possession or viewing mat-
ter depicting sexually explicit conduct 
involving a child. In other words, child 
porn. Schreck was sending naked photos 
of himself to a 12-year-old girl, whom he 
also convinced to send nude photos of 
herself to him.

He could have gotten more time for 

getting busted with a bag of weed.
Thyer admonished Schreck not to let 

the light sentence dampen the serious-
ness of the crime he committed and 
warned that he could have faced charges 
in federal court.

She�’s kidding, right? A real stab in the 
heart.

We have to admit that Thyer is getting 
tougher on child rapists since last No-
vember when we started criticizing her 
next-to-nothing child rape sentences. In 
mid-March, Thyer sentenced 57-year-
old Chester Louis Burrows of Jonesboro 
to 25 years in prison after he pleaded 
guilty to the rape of a 4-year-old girl. 
Under state sentencing guidelines, Thy-
er could have put Chester �“the Molester�” 
away for life.

No such luck.
And who can forget Circuit Court 

Judge Curt Huckaby�’s huge mistake last 
October when he let 21-year-old Donald 
Stevens of Jonesboro out of jail with no 
bond after Stevens was accused of rap-
ing a 13-year-old girl? Two months later, 
Stevens was back in jail, this time ac-
cused of raping an 8-year-old girl. Now 
he�’s awaiting trial on two child rapes and 
remains in the county jail on $100,000 
bond. Too late for the second child.

What we need are judges who give 
out sentences that  t the crimes. Rape a 
child and you go to prison for life �— not 
jail for four months or even 25 years, 
which probably means 17 for good be-
havior.

Trade naked photos of yourself and 
send them to a child or distribute child 
pornography, and you go to prison for a 
very long time.

What�’s even more of a head-shaker is 
that in all of these cases, the accused ad-
mitted to their crimes.

We can�’t keep having Northeast Ar-
kansas children grow up the victims of 
pedophiles, their childhoods stolen by 
the sexual perversions of adults. It ru-
ins their lives. Many of those molested 
as children later struggle with issues for 
the rest of their lives, and the recidivism 
rate of pedophiles is one of the highest.

We don�’t care that our judicial system 
in Craighead County is crammed full of 
criminal cases. We don�’t care that there 
aren�’t enough public defenders, pros-
ecutors and judges to go around. If tri-
als are needed to send child rapists away 
for life, let�’s schedule them. If judges and 
prosecutors can�’t be tough on child rap-
ists, they should be removed from of ce.

The biggest joke in Craighead County 
is that you�’ll be called for jury duty. With 
one felony trial in the past 15 months, 
the odds of serving are about as high as 
winning the lottery �— or going to prison 
for raping a child.

�— Chris Wessel

A joyful noise
It�’s so frustrating to try and  nd 

a church where a 60-plus-year-old 
worshiper can go and hear an anoint-
ed message and worship the Lord in 
spirit and truth.

I have visited several churches 
recently whose doctrine may be what 
I believe, but either the music is 
extremely loud, which hinders rather 
than motivates worship, or the same 
song is played for 30 minutes over 
and over. Then there is the keyboard-
ist who plays without ceasing (even 
during announcements, invitation, 
etc.) not playing a song, just notes that 
amount to nothing more than noise.

Why have we eliminated the glori-
ous, anointed hymns that taught 
us to sing about the wonders and 
attributes of Jesus and our Heavenly 
Father? Are we more about making 
a loud noise than true worship? Are 
we bringing the world into the church 
with all this jumping and jibing and 
singing all about �“me�” instead of 
Jesus?

I can hear well for my age and just 
believe the churches that I have been 
to are more about entertaining than 
true worship. The thinking today 
seems to be, if the old folks don�’t 
like our extremely loud music, we�’ll 
get them get up and go to church at 
8 a.m., and the younger people can 
come later so they can worship the 
way they want to.

I visited an old folks service recently 
at a church in this city and felt like 
a second-class citizen. A lot of older 
people who have attended church all 
their lives don�’t even go to church 
now because they move slower, sleep 
a little later and can�’t be in church 
at 8 a.m. and can�’t endure the over-
emphasized music.

I know the Bible says make a joyful 

noise unto the Lord, but it�’s the Word 
of God that brings salvation, not 
music. Some of the music today is far 
from being anointed, probably written 
for money rather than from inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit.

Marty Moore
Jonesboro

Guns on bases
In reply to Waylon Harris�’ �“Some-

thing isn�’t working�” column: as a sol-
dier I am sickened when a fellow U.S. 
service member commits a heinous 
crime �— especially against our own.

American military personnel are 
held to high standards of conduct and 
expected to behave in accordance with 
a deep-rooted code of ethics, values 
and principles. This is one of the rea-
sons our military remains among our 
most respected institutions. Never-
theless, soldiers, sailors, Marines and 
airmen are human beings. While most 
humans have a proclivity for nonvio-
lence, a small minority will inexplica-
bly commit brutalities against others.

While any homicidal shooting on 
a military base is tragic, it has not 
become �“as commonplace as public 
school and college campus shootings�” 
as Mr. Harris contends.

USA Today reports since 2006 there
have been 236 mass killings in Amer-
ica. The FBI de nes �“mass killing�” as 
four or more fatalities, not including 
the killer. Of the 236 mass killings, six 
occurred in schools and two occurred 
on a U.S. military base.

There are today 2.2 million people 
serving in our military. NBC News 
reports that since 2004, there have 
been 15 shootings at 11 of the 228 
U.S. military installations (four have 
occurred at Fort Hood). Five of those 

After writing close to 3,000 columns, 
I�’ve learned that people sometimes 
read what they�’re looking for, often as a 
result of a headline, rather than what I 
wrote.

Same words, different prisms.
The same is true of the 

spoken word. What did 
she just say?

Listener 1: �“She said all 
Southerners are stupid.�”

Listener 2: �“No, she 
didn�’t. She was saying that 
whenever political opera-
tives or the media need 
to show someone who is 
confused or clueless, they 
always  nd somebody 

with a Southern accent. Parker�’s been 
writing about this for years. Besides, 
she is a Southerner.�”

Let�’s hear it for Listener Number 2!
This exchange might have taken place 

after I recently appeared on �“Meet the 
Press,�” where I made a comment about 
Southerners and an ad attacking the Af-
fordable Care Act. Apparently, at least 
one person with a laptop was offended 
and social media took it from there. 
Think Alfred Hitchcock�’s �“The Birds.�”

To recap, NBC host David Gregory 
showed a clip I hadn�’t seen before in 
which a fellow expresses how confus-
ing he found Obamacare. He said he 

felt like he was in a �“haze.�” The clip 
followed my comment that the greatest 
challenge to Democrats in the midterm 
elections is the broad understanding 
that those who passed Obamacare had 
no idea what they were doing.

Rather than continuing this thread, I 
reacted to something that has irked me 
for years �— the media stereotype of the 
Southerner as a befuddled hayseed �— 
and that has been a theme throughout 
my body of work.

In the moment, my gut got the better 
of my brain. I said surely they could 
have found someone without a South-
ern accent to express confusion about 
Obamacare. My follow-up was that 
there are plenty of other people (who 
might be considered smarter and more 
sophisticated by certain folks) who were 
also perplexed by the law.

Alas, people unfamiliar with my work 
had no context for the remark and took 
offense. Herewith, the rest of the story.

First, I would never intentionally in-
sult Southerners or the South. Although 
I was born in Florida, owing in part to 
my mother�’s poor health (she needed a 
mild climate but died young anyway), 
South Carolina has been home to my 
maternal family since 1670.

In fact, my mother was the only fam-
ily member to leave the state up to that 
point, except for the men who left, some 
for eternity, to  ght in various wars. Her 
other reason for leaving was because she 
committed the unpardonable sin of mar-
rying a Yankee pilot during World War 
II. My father said he couldn�’t have found 
work in South Carolina back then.

My Southern resume otherwise 
includes the fact that my permanent 
address is still South Carolina, my  rst 
job was at The Charleston Evening Post, 
and I�’m married to a native son whose 
bona  des are not in question.

To those angry emailers who pointed 
out that I�’m no smarter than people with 
Southern accents, I would add only, 
�“Amen, sister.�” I have one of those ac-
cents myself, but adapt as circumstances 
require. Catch me on NBC and I probably 
sound like the Midwesterner my father 
was. Catch me on SC Highway 97, and 
you won�’t know me from any other local.

My grandfather was one of those 
authentic Southerners whom report-
ers always hope to  nd �— a farmer who 

plucked food from the ground a couple 
of hours before we sat down to say 
grace, told ghost stories from a rocking 
chair on the front porch and took us to 
Turkey Creek to  sh and to scavenge for 
arrowheads. There was nothing dumb 
about Mr. John B, as everyone called 
him. If there were a way to capture 
the smell of him �— a combination of 
leather, tobacco, soil and Old Spice 
�— I�’d give it away as tonic to help city 
children fall asleep at night.

My own yearning for the smells and 
sounds of the motherland brought me 
back to South Carolina after years of 
roaming and writing for several news-
papers here and there. The reporter in 
me began to notice the way Southerners 
were portrayed by the media as igno-
rant yokels. The Scots-Irish Southerner 
in me burned with ancient rage.

It was with this mindset that I 
watched the ad and commented. I sure 
meant no offense and do wish I had 
chosen my words more carefully. Even 
so, knowing Southerners as I do, I also 
know they�’re as quick to forgive as to 
convict if treated respectfully, which 
was my intent all along.

Kathleen Parker’s email address is 
kathleenparker@washpost.com.
(c) 2014, Washington Post Writers 
Group
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