
Inside
ABC

Anita Shelburne
ENTRY FOR THE CARMAGE WALLS  COMMENTARY PRIZE



Anita shelburne has been opinion editor at The 

Daily Progress since 1985, serving as editor of 

the Opinion and Commentary pages and chief 

editorial writer.

Prior to that she was managing editor at the Radford 

News Journal; and before that, assistant news editor at 

the Montgomery County News-Messenger, where she 

started as a general assignment reporter.

A native of Montgomery County, she holds a journal-

ism degree from Radford University.



THE DAILY PROGRESS: junE 30, 2013

ABC went too far in response
Even if the ABC agents had been right — they were wrong.

When Alcoholic Beverage Control agents surrounded a vehicle occupied by three young 

women, pounding on their car and, according to the driver’s statement, drawing a weapon 

and trying to break the vehicle’s windows — the women naturally were terrified.

All they had done was buy some supplies for a sorority fundraiser.

What the agents thought was beer purchased by 

underage students turned out to be nothing but a 

package of water.

There’s more to say about this fiasco, but let’s cut 

to the bottom line: Even if the package had contained 

beer cans instead of bottled water, that would not jus-

tify the agents’ reaction. Even if the ABC agents had 

been right about the purchase — they were wrong in 

their response.

The ABC office points out that it was not the puta-

tive alcohol purchase that caused the real problem, 

but rather the young women’s reaction. They attempt-

ed to flee in their car, grazing two of the agents, say 

officials. For driver Elizabeth Daly, age 20, that netted 

a felony charge of eluding police and two counts of 

assaulting an officer.

The incident occurred in April but became public 

knowledge last week when Charlottesville Common-

wealth’s Attorney Dave Chapman wisely dropped 

those charges.

The ABC office says that a plainclothes female 

agent showed her badge to Ms. Daly, and the “unfortunate incident” could have been avoided 

if the student simply had stopped for agents who were acting on “reasonable suspicion.” It is 

unclear why Ms. Daly did not do so, although one can guess — a stranger, a darkened parking 

lot, a quick flash of what might or might not be a badge; elements suggesting danger.

What ABC officials ignore is that Ms. Daly did exactly what women are told to do in a suspi-

cious situation — told to do by law enforcement officials. The safety procedure is to get away 

from the possible danger as quickly as possible and go to a safe area — ideally, a police sta-
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Rights are a product of our Creator

Time caught up with Voting Rights Act

In a recent letter to the editor (“Na-
ture doesn’t grant our rights,” The
Daily Progress, June 25), the writer
objects to “rhetorical claims about
the ‘laws of Nature’ and ‘natural
rights’.” He claims that “the only
‘right’ that we see in Nature is that
of the strong to kill the weak and
feed their cubs to his cubs for lunch.
Humanity’s rights do not come from
Nature.”
Unfortunately, the writer miscon-

strues the meaning of “natural rights”
and the “laws of Nature” (also known
in philosophy as “natural law”).
The letter writer is correct that our

rights do not come from “Nature.”
But he is wrong in claiming that they
result from laws and agreements. The
Declaration of Independence shows
that our nation’s founders under-
stood the true meaning of the “laws
of Nature and of Nature’s God.”
That we are the product of our

Creator (Nature’s God) and possess
intrinsic rights bestowed upon us by

our creator, and that these rights can
be known through reason, forms the
very basis of our American republic.

CARL R. HUEBNER
Albemarle County

Superintendent pay is ill-spent
I do not agree with the terms of the

Charlottesville School Board’s contract
extension with Superintendent Rosa
Atkins. Dr. Atkins will earn in excess
of $200,000 per year in salary and
benefits. That is enough to live high on
the hog!
I feel this money could be better

spent in the classroom, where student
success occurs, or on the salaries of
instructional and support staff, who
are struggling to purchase homes and
get by in Charlottesville.

STEVEN C. LATIMER
Charlottesville

Letters Policy
The Daily Progress welcomes Letters to the

Editor on topics regarding civic life. Letters
must contain the author’s full name, address,
signature, jurisdiction of residence and phone
numbers. Limit is 350 words. All letters are
subject to editing. Letters should be the original
work of the signatory.
On Saturdays, The Daily Progress makes

space available for letters acknowledging Good
Samaritans and good deeds performed in our
communities. Letters should list a total of no
more than five persons, businesses, organiza-
tions or other groups to be thanked.
The Daily Progress lists the affiliations of

writers of letters to the editor when the writers
are officially speaking for the organization they
represent. Affiliations are not listed when the
writers are expressing a personal opinion not
officially shared by the organization.
Send letters to The Daily Progress, Letters P.O.

Box 9030, Charlottesville, VA 22906; email:
Letters@DailyProgress.com.
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“But history did not end in
1965.”

—Chief Justice John
Roberts, June 24

Progressives resent
progress when it
renders anachro-

nistic once valid reasons
for enlarging the federal gov-
ernment’s supervisory and
coercive powers. Hence they
regret last week’s Supreme
Court ruling that progress
has rendered Section 4 of
the 1965Voting Rights Act
unconstitutional.
This section stipulates the

formula by which nine states
and some jurisdictions in
others are brought under
Section 5, which requires
them to get federal permis-
sion—“preclearance”— for
even the most minor chang-
es in voting procedures. The
15th Amendment empowers
Congress to enforce with
“appropriate legislation” the
right to vote. Sections 4 and
5 were appropriate 48 years
ago, when the preclearance
provisions were enacted for
five years. They have been
extended four times, most
recently in 2006 for 25 years.
TheVRA is the noblest leg-

islation in American history,
more transformative than
the 1862 Homestead Act, the
1862Morrill Act (land-grant
colleges) or the 1944 GI Bill
of Rights. But extraordinary
laws that once were consti-
tutional, in spite of being
discordant with the nation’s
constitutional architecture,
can become unconstitution-
al when facts that made the

law appropriate change. The
most recent data, such as
registration and voting rates,
on which Section 4 is based,
are from 1972. The data
would have been 59 years
old when themost recent ex-
tension would have expired
in 2031. Last week’s decision
prevents this absurdity that
Congress embraced.
In 2009, in a case in which

the court chose not to rule
on the continuing con-
stitutionality of theVRA’s
formula, the court — Chief
Justice Roberts writing for
the majority — clearly chal-
lenged Congress to update
theVRA because it “im-
poses current burdens and
must be justified by current
needs.” Last week, Roberts
tersely said Section 4 is
“based on decades-old data
and eradicated practices.”
The 2006 extension was

passed by votes of 390-33
and 98-0 in the House and
Senate, respectively. Justice
Antonin Scalia suggested
during February’s oral argu-
ment that these numbers
indicated not conviction
based on reflection about
continuing necessities but
rather the reluctance of
risk-averse legislators to vote
against something with the
“wonderful” nameVoting

Rights Act. Scalia should
have cited the actual name
of the 2006 extension: the
“Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, and Coretta Scott King
Voting Rights Act Reautho-
rization and Amendments
Act.” It is anti-constitutional
to argue that it would have
been admirable “restraint”
for the court to respect
Congress’ decision to extend
all of theVRA—whether
from conviction, cowardice
or sloth— regardless of
what the court has called the
act’s “substantial federalism
costs.”
The high court’s recent

decision came nine years
after a presidential election
in whichmost of the states
where higher portions of
whites than blacks were
registered were in states
(e.g., Massachusetts) not
covered by Section 5. The
decision came eight months
after a presidential election
in which African- Americans
voted at a higher rate than
whites. It came when in a
majority of the nine states
covered by the preclearance
requirements, blacks are
registered at a higher rate
than whites. It came when
Mississippi has more black
elected officials — not more
per capita; more — than any
other state.
The Supreme Court’s 1896

Plessy v. Ferguson decision
affirming the constitutional-
ity of racial segregation in
separate but supposedly
equal public accommoda-
tions rejected the idea that
such segregation imposed

a “badge of inferiority.” But
of course it did, as the court
acknowledged in its 1954
school desegregation ruling.
And during oral argument
in February, Justice Stephen
Breyer suggested theVRA re-
mains constitutional because
it acknowledges the South’s
continuing moral inferiority.
He likened Southern rac-

ism to a dormant but still
dangerous disease: “Imagine
a state has a plant disease,
and in 1965 you can recog-
nize the presence of that
disease. ... Now, it’s evolved.
... But we know one thing:
The disease is still there in
the state.”
Breyer’s insinuation was

that we “know” the covered
jurisdictions remain unique-
ly diseased, or potentially so.
Last week, Roberts’ response
was that (in words from
a prior court ruling) “the
constitutional equality of
the states is essential to the
harmonious operation of
the scheme upon which the
Republic was organized.”
Section 5 is now a nullity

because it lacks force absent
a Section 4 formula for
identifying covered jurisdic-
tions, and today’s Congress
will properly refuse to enact
another stigmatizing for-
mula. On June 25, however,
the court paid theVRA the
highest possible tribute by
saying the act’s key provision
is no longer constitutional
because the act has changed
pertinent facts that once
made it so.
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Even if the ABC agents had been
right — they were wrong.
When Alcoholic Beverage Con-

trol agents surrounded a vehicle occu-
pied by three youngwomen, pounding
on their car and, according to the driver’s
statement, drawing aweapon and trying
to break the vehicle’s windows— the
womennaturally were terrified.
All they had done was buy some sup-

plies for a sorority fundraiser.
What the agents thought was beer

purchased by underage students
turned out to be nothing but a package
of water.
There’s more to say about this fiasco,

but let’s cut to the bottom line: Even if
the package had contained beer cans
instead of bottled water, that would not
justify the agents’ reaction. Even if the
ABC agents had been right about the
purchase— they were wrong in their
response.
The ABC office points out that it was

not the putative alcohol purchase that
caused the real problem, but rather
the young women’s reaction. They at-
tempted to flee in their car, grazing two
of the agents, say officials. For driver
Elizabeth Daly, age 20, that netted a
felony charge of eluding police and two
counts of assaulting an officer.
The incident occurred in April but be-

came public knowledge last week when
Charlottesville Commonwealth’s At-
torney Dave Chapman wisely dropped
those charges.
The ABC office says that a plain-

clothes female agent showed her badge
toMs. Daly, and the “unfortunate
incident” could have been avoided if
the student simply had stopped for
agents who were acting on “reasonable
suspicion.” It is unclear whyMs. Daly
did not do so, although one can guess
— a stranger, a darkened parking lot,
a quick flash of what might or might
not be a badge; elements suggesting
danger.
What ABC officials ignore is that Ms.

Daly did exactly what women are told
to do in a suspicious situation— told
to do by law enforcement officials.The
safety procedure is to get away from
the possible danger as quickly as pos-
sible and go to a safe area— ideally, a
police station. If a badge is flashed, the
advice is to call police to verify authen-
ticity.
Ms. Daly says she and her passengers

were trying to get to a police station
and were trying to call police on a
cellphone. After fleeing, Ms. Daly then
stopped for an identifiable police ve-
hicle with lights flashing. She said she
apologized to officers when she real-
ized what was happening.
But it’s the ABC that should apolo-

gize. Authorities were wrong—wrong
about the alcohol buy, wrong to ter-
rify three innocent young women and
wrong to place charges against Ms.
Daly for trying to protect herself and
her friends.

ABC agents
went too far
in response

The security of the Nation
is not at the ramparts

alone. Security also lies in the
value of our free institutions.”
— Murray Gurfein, U.S. district judge, 1971

‘‘
Quotable



tion. If a badge is flashed, the advice is to call police to verify authenticity.

Ms. Daly says she and her passengers were trying to get to a police station and were trying 

to call police on a cellphone. After fleeing, Ms. Daly then stopped for an identifiable police 

vehicle with lights flashing. She said she apologized to officers when she realized what was 

happening.

But it’s the ABC that should apologize. Authorities were wrong — wrong about the alcohol 

buy, wrong to terrify three innocent young women and wrong to place charges against Ms. 

Daly for trying to protect herself and her friends.
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Use of force unsettling to nation
Second of two parts.

It’s no surprise that the story of the ABC agents and the wrongly jailed University of Virginia 

student has generated universal outrage. 

What is perhaps surprising is the depth and breadth of response. This story has gone na-

tional, generating criticism for Virginia’s Alcoholic Beverage Control from across the coun-

try. 

ABC deserves that criticism on the case as it 

stands. 

But below the surface, there is a deeper compo-

nent of the public’s reaction. 

To put it starkly: Too many people are scared. Too 

many people now fear the very authorities who are 

charged with protecting them and whom they for-

merly trusted. 

We don’t want to overstate this — yet we don’t 

want to understate it, either. 

The revolution of law enforcement into an “us vs. 

them” mentality has been viewed by many Ameri-

cans as a non-issue or, worse, as a manufactured 

issue— aproduct of the fevered brains of unhinged 

conspiracy theorists. 

But this story has transcended that. It has un-

settled average Americans who normally would not 

have given a thought to such claims. 

This story connects with almost everyone. Its core 

elements — vulnerable, innocent young women, 

frightened out of their wits by a group of shouting, 

gun-toting, non-uniformed agents — naturally generate sympathy for the women and sus-

picion of the agents. 

This could be my daughter, people realize. And their unease escalates. 

Do the agents deserve the level of opprobrium they are receiving? 

Perhaps, perhaps not. 

But the Virginia ABC story now has become melded with too many other stories about the 
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Second of two parts

It’s no surprise that the story of theABC agents and the wrongly jailed
University ofVirginia student has

generated universal outrage.
What is perhaps surprising is the

depth and breadth of response. This
story has gone national, generating
criticism forVirginia’s Alcoholic Bever-
age Control from across the country.
ABC deserves that criticism on the

case as it stands.
But below the surface, there is a deep-

er component of the public’s reaction.
To put it starkly: Toomany people

are scared. Toomany people now fear
the very authorities who are charged
with protecting them and whom they
formerly trusted.
We don’t want to overstate this— yet

we don’t want to understate it, either.
The revolution of law enforcement

into an “us vs. them”mentality has
been viewed bymany Americans as a
non-issue or, worse, as amanufactured
issue— a product of the fevered brains
of unhinged conspiracy theorists.
But this story has transcended that.

It has unsettled average Americans
who normally would not have given a
thought to such claims.
This story connects with almost ev-

eryone. Its core elements— vulnerable,
innocent young women, frightened
out of their wits by a group of shout-
ing, gun-toting, non-uniformed agents
— naturally generate sympathy for the
women and suspicion of the agents.
This could bemy daughter, people

realize. And their unease escalates.
Do the agents deserve the level of op-

probrium they are receiving?
Perhaps, perhaps not.
But theVirginia ABC story now has

becomemelded with toomany other
stories about the overreach of law en-
forcement. It has become symbolic of a
much larger crisis.
Just a couple of years ago, this com-

munity similarly was outraged when
carloads of police in full SWAT regalia,
guns drawn, burst into the home of
a 53-year-old teacher and his elderly
mother.
They did not have a search warrant.
They were acting on suspicion that

marijuana was growing in the woods
near theman’s house. On a court
appeal, the teacher eventually was
declared innocent of the charge.
The issues are similar in both cases.

Was it necessary tomuster such a show
of force for suchminor alleged crimes?
Was it necessary to frighten innocent
people— an elderly mother, three
young co-eds—with drawnweapons
andmilitary-style confrontation?
Public opinion says “no.”
Americans have become aware of

similar stories from other communi-
ties, where heavily armed teams of
officers burst into homes— sometimes
the homes of the innocent— frighten-
ing residents, killing pets, sometimes
even killing innocent occupants.
Whether the ABC agents deserve all

the current criticism, that criticism
carries amessage that law enforcement
agencies should heed:Yourmission is
to serve and protect, not oppress and
intimidate. And the public is grow-
ing increasingly impatient with your
lapses.

Editorial

Use of force
unsettling
to a nation

Letter to the Editor

Motivations questioned in ABC arrest

A long-term commitment to matrimony

In considering the erroneous arrest
of Elizabeth Daly by Alcoholic Bever-
age Control officers in April, let’s not
lose sight of the real problem.While
the officers’ behavior in the moment
reflected numerous serious errors of
judgment (acting rashly on amis-
guided hunch, approaching a young
woman in a dim parking lot other than
respectfully and from a safe distance,
brandishing a firearmwhen she be-
haved as women should behave under
such conditions, etc.), all of this could
still be understood as a serious mistake
made in the heat of the moment. But
what followed raises far more serious
questions.
Why, after hearingMs. Daly’s story,

would any responsible officer not
simply end thematter there, instead
arresting the woman who had been
victimized?Why would Charlottesville
Commonwealth’s Attorney Dave Chap-
man wait months to drop an obviously
bogus case?Why would the ABC con-

tinue even now suggestingMs. Daly
“panicked” when she behaved exactly
as women are supposed to when ap-
proached by non-uniformed strangers
flashing badges in a dim parking lot?
The explanations that come tomind

are arrogance, a desire to intimidate
Ms. Daly, or to rally round the badge to
deflect citizen complaints.
In any case, it is these later behaviors

by both the officers andMr. Chapman
that are simply inexcusable.
We appropriately give our law

enforcement personnel an awesome
power.When they use it arrogantly to
defend their mistakes or to cover their
embarrassment, and when they seri-
ously harass an innocent 20-year-old,
then refuse to flat out apologize and
seek to make recompense, they need to
be held fully and publicly accountable.
As citizens and taxpayers, we should
demand no less.

JOSEPH P. ALLEN
Charlottesville
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EvanWolfson received a
B on the law school pa-
per that helped change

the world.
It was 1983 andWolf-

son, submitting the paper
required of all third-year stu-
dents at Harvard Law School,
had chosen a topic— consti-
tutional protection for same-
sexmarriage— seemingly
so far-fetched that some of
the distinguished scholars he
had asked to serve as faculty
advisers declined.
”Themore prominent,

more liberal ones who one
would have thought would
have beenmost supportive
were not,”Wolfson recalled
in an interview. “It’s not
that they were against it— I
think they didn’t see it as that
important or that likely to
happen and in some cases a
little bit trivial.”
A few gay couples had tried

tomake the argument in the
1970s, following the Supreme
Court’s declaration that laws
prohibiting racial intermar-
riage were unconstitutional,
andwere summarily laughed
out of court.
At the time, the nascent

legal movement on gay
rights was focusedmore on
combating anti-sodomy laws,
overturning policies that
excluded gays from being
allowed to enter the country,
dealing with issues of work-
place discrimination. Some
gay rights advocates didn’t
see the point of pressing for
inclusion in a traditional,

patriarchal system. For oth-
ers, marriage seemed a nice
notion but a foolish priority,
given the hostile landscape of
existing injustice.
Wolfson saw it differ-

ently. “You can’t say you’re
for equality but acquiesce in
exclusion from the central
social and legal institution of
this and every other society,”
he said. “What I felt was we
needed to transform the
movement from ‘wewant to
be let alone’ to ‘we want to be
let in.’”
Wolfson’s quest for the

freedom tomarry—he used
the term same-sexmarriage
in his paper, but now bristles
at its connotation of differ-
ence from“regularmarriage”
—has been transformed
from quixotic to attainable.
With the Supreme Court

ruling striking down the
Defense ofMarriage Act, the
federal government is out of
the business of discriminat-
ing against couples on the
basis of their sexual orienta-
tion.
Still, for the time being at

least, America remains a
patchwork nationwhen it
comes tomarriage rights. It
will require another, major

step for the court, one that
Wolfson believes is inevitable,
to declare thatmarrying the
person you love, regardless of
sexual orientation, is a funda-
mental constitutional right.
Wolfson’s story demon-

strates the force of idea
combinedwith execution.
It demonstrates how society
can be reshaped by the power
of a seemingly radical idea
matchedwith— indeed,
married to— a carefully cal-
culated, inch-by-inch strategy
for putting it into practice.
Themovement towardmar-

riage equality for gays and
lesbians in the United States
was inexorable, and certainly
other advocates have helped
drive the debate. But asmuch
as any individual,Wolfson
served to shape and acceler-
ate the still emerging reality of
same-sexmarriage. (Disclo-
sure:Wolfsonwas a classmate
in college and law school.)
Wolfson began practicing

law as a prosecutor, first for
BrooklynDistrict Attorney
ElizabethHoltzman, then
for Iran-Contra prosecu-
tor LawrenceWalsh. But he
moonlighted on gay rights
issues and eventually joined
Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund, where he
argued, and lost, the Supreme
Court case involving the Boy
Scouts’ right to exclude gay
scoutmasters.
Butmarriage remained his

priority, if not one universally
shared by those gay rights
advocates who feared push-

ing too far too fast. Ten years
ago, whenWolfson founded
Freedom toMarry, not a
single state allowed same-
sex couples tomarry. Today,
13 states and the District of
Columbia recognize the right
tomarry.
In 2011, after NewYork

joined those ranks,Wolfson
married his partner of 10
years, ChengHe, amolecular
biologist andmanagement
consultant. Just before our
interview,Wolfsonwas con-
sulting with an immigration
lawyer about his husband, a
Chinese-born Canadian citi-
zen eligible for a green card in
the wake of the DOMA ruling.
Still, his work is far from

done. For starters, 29 states
have constitutional amend-
ments banning same-sex
marriage. Only a Supreme
Court ruling can trump those.
“There’s no question where

it’s going. The only question
is how soonwe can bring
it home, and I believe it’s a
matter of years, not decades,”
Wolfson said. “At every stage
of this campaignwewere
told, ‘You can’t win in court.’
Wewere told, ‘You can’t win
in the legislatures; you can’t
win Republicans; you can’t
win beyond the coasts; you
can’t win at the ballot box.’
We’ve overcome every one
of those.Wewill make this
happen.”
It might be time to rethink

that B.
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overreach of law enforcement. It has become symbolic of a much larger crisis. 

Just a couple of years ago, this community similarly was outraged when carloads of police 

in full SWAT regalia, guns drawn, burst into the home of a 53-year-old teacher and his elderly 

mother. 

They did not have a search warrant. 

They were acting on suspicion that marijuana was growing in the woods near the man’s 

house. On a court appeal, the teacher eventually was declared innocent of the charge. 

The issues are similar in both cases. Was it necessary to muster such a show of force for 

such minor alleged crimes? Was it necessary to frighten innocent people — an elderly moth-

er, three young co-eds — with drawn weapons and military-style confrontation? 

Public opinion says “no.” 

Americans have become aware of similar stories from other communities, where heavily 

armed teams of officers burst into homes— sometimes the homes of the innocent — fright-

ening residents, killing pets, sometimes even killing innocent occupants. 

Whether the ABC agents deserve all the current criticism, that criticism carries a message 

that law enforcement agencies should heed: Your mission is to serve and protect, not oppress 

and intimidate. And the public is growing increasingly impatient with your lapses. 
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ABC patterns point to problems
How long a leap is it from ABC administrators’ mistakes in the office to agents’ misjudg-

ments in the field?

Alcoholic Beverage Control policies are not always followed even by the department’s lead-

ers, records show.

Granted, misusing criminal database information might not be as egregious as terrifying 

three innocent women, and arresting one of them, after botching an underage beer investi-

gation. (Then again, it might — depending on how 

the data is misused.)

But the department’s history of carelessness to-

ward proper procedures, and even common sense, 

builds a picture of an agency so accustomed to hav-

ing its own way that its personnel have forgotten they 

work for the good of the taxpayers.

Investigation by The Daily Progress (“ABC broke 

with policies numerous times, records show,” July 27, 

online) shows several critical failures.

In the worst of them, an ABC special investigator 

tricked a colleague in order to access criminal data-

base information for personal use, then initially lied 

to auditors about it. Only eventually did she come 

clean. And still the investigator kept her job.

Meanwhile, efforts to improve standards and ac-

countability were thwarted. A highly decorated for-

mer police officer who led the agency’s law enforce-

ment bureau was transferred out of that job after 

agents rebelled against his efforts to standardize 

practices and promote accountability.

But an agent who headed ABC’s Lynchburg bureau was transferred to a similar job after a 

supervisor witnessed an altercation with other agents at a Lynchburg firing range, according 

to court records. That agent then headed the Staunton bureau, where he later was in charge 

of the botched case in which a half-dozen non-uniformed officers surrounded the vehicle of 

three young women who were simply buying water, ice cream and cookie dough; one agent 

pulled a gun, and another tried to break a window of the vehicle with his flashlight, according 

OPINION

Howlong a leap is it from ABC
administrators’ mistakes in the
office to agents’ misjudgments

in the field?
Alcoholic Beverage Control policies

are not always followed even by the
department’s leaders, records show.
Granted, misusing criminal database

information might not be as egregious
as terrifying three innocent women,
and arresting one of them, after botch-
ing an underage beer investigation.
(Then again, it might — depending on
how the data are misused.)
But the department’s history of care-

lessness toward proper procedures,
and even common sense, builds a
picture of an agency so accustomed to
having its own way that its personnel
have forgotten they work for the good
of the taxpayers.
Investigation by The Daily Progress

(“ABC broke with policies numerous
times, records show,” July 27, online)
shows several critical failures.
In the worst of them, an ABC spe-

cial investigator tricked a colleague
in order to access criminal database
information for personal use, then
initially lied to auditors about it. Only
eventually did she come clean.
Meanwhile, efforts to improve

standards and accountability were
thwarted. A highly decorated former
police officer who led the agency’s law
enforcement bureau was moved out of
that job after agents rebelled against
his efforts to standardize practices and
promote accountability, according to
people close to the agency.
But an agent who headed ABC’s

Lynchburg bureau was transferred
to a similar job after a supervisor
witnessed an altercation with other
agents at a Lynchburg firing range,
according to court records. That agent
then headed the Staunton bureau,
where he later was in charge of the
botched case in which a half-dozen
non-uniformed officers surrounded
the vehicle of three young women who
were simply buying water, ice cream
and cookie dough; one agent pulled a
gun, and another tried to break a win-
dow of the vehicle with his flashlight,
according to ABC records.
That same agent also was allowed

to ignore an ABC policy then in effect
requiring him to live within 50 miles of
work, according to court records
Records also show that the four high-

est-ranking ABC officials used state ve-
hicles to commute to and from work,
although an executive order prohib-
ited the practice except in cases where
officials might be expected to respond
to “job-related emergencies.”
Except for the deceitful agent, per-

haps no single one of these failures
is highly egregious. But together they
indicate a pattern of misjudgments
and indifference toward proper action
and procedure.
That pattern might extend to mis-

judgments in the field.
Something must explain why half-

dozen plainclothes agents swarmed
three unarmed young women, pull-
ing a weapon and terrorizing them
in the mistaken belief that they had
purchased beer. And so far, no better
explanation exists than that ABC is a
bureaucratic culture run amok.

Editorial

Patterns at
ABC point
to problems

Letters to the Editor

Questions persist in ABC case

Thomas Jefferson and Ho Chi Minh

The Alcoholic Beverage Control saga
ofmistakes by agents andmisman-
agement by administrators goes on
—beginning with the Barracks Road
sparkling water fiasco and continuing
with: reluctance of officials to discuss
the issues; the purchase, for hundreds
of thousands of dollars, of some sort of
vehicular behemoth for field operations
(including $6,000 for interior furniture);
and, most recently, a story of top ad-
ministrators driving agency vehicles to
and fromwork (“ABC broke with poli-
cies numerous times, records show,”
The Daily Progress, July 27 online).
The public and the press have raised

some important questions.Why should
six armed agents be assigned to look
for underage beer buyers? Is a $750,000
mobile command unit needed? And
most generally, is this an agency that
has run amok?
A deeper question needs to be ad-

dressed. Is alcohol control really that
big a deal in a state facing financial and
sociological challenges onmany fronts?
Sure, when organized crime is

involved or there aremajor viola-
tions, these need to be confronted. But
our transportation system is choked,
much of our infrastructure is rotting,

our schools need help and we have an
abundance of poor and hungry citizens.
My guess is that the ABC could do an

adequate job for a tenth of its budget.

HENRIK A. SCHUTZ
Fluvanna County

Public needs say in bypass plans
The proposed U.S. 29 Bypass is ac-

companied by some unusual events
going back to themidnight resurrection
of the bypass idea, an idea that had
been soundly rejected as too expensive
and inadequate.
Certainly, there are some special in-

terests associated with the bypass that

stand to benefit.
A second problemwith the proposed

bypass is the use of “design and build”
procedure. This seems like a rather
loose approach.Who isminding the
costs?
And seemingly dismissed by a wave of

the hand are all of the aesthetic aspects
— access ramps, planting, drainage and
other features that might be described
as amenities.
It seems that the only one whose

interests are not protected is John Q.
Public, the one who is picking up the
check.

ALBERT M. BOTTOMS
Albemarle County
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Whenit comes to
Vietnam, I’m all for
moving on, putting

the past behind us, look-
ing forward, letting bygones
be bygones, but doing so
requires honesty about the
past, lest history be forgot-
ten and thememory and
honor tarnished of the 60,000
Americans who
died in that
war.
On his visit

toWashing-
ton last week,
PresidentTru-
ongTan Sang
ofVietnam
told Presi-
dent Obama
that the late
revolutionary
Ho ChiMinh
was inspired
by theU.S.
Declaration of
Independence
and Constitution and the
words of Thomas Jefferson. In
an ad in theWashington Post,
President Sang even claimed
Jefferson’s vision of liberty
was the same as Ho’s. Not
exactly.
According to theU.S. State

Department’sVietnam 2012
Human Rights Report: “The
Socialist Republic ofVietnam
is an authoritarian state ruled
by a single party, the Com-

munist Party ofVietnam. ...
Themost recent National
Assembly elections, held
inMay 2011, were neither
free nor fair. Security forces
reported to civilian authori-
ties. Themost significant
human rights problems in
the country continued to be
severe government restric-
tions on citizens’ political
rights, particularly their right
to change their government;
increasedmeasures to limit
citizens’ civil liberties; and
corruption in the judicial
system and police.”
Does that sound Jefferso-

nian?
Alignment with the prin-

ciples andmen of America’s
founding is an old tactic used
bymany dictators to dupe
some Americans into the false
belief that they are just like us
—or can bemade so.
Ronald Radosh, an adjunct

fellow at theHudson Insti-
tute, noted recently inThe
Wall Street Journal that Ho
ChiMinhwas “a committed
Marxist-Leninist, trained in
the 1920s atMoscow’s famed
Lenin School.”
DuringWorldWar II, wrote

Radosh, Ho courted President
Franklin Roosevelt, ap-
pealing both to Roosevelt’s
anti-French sentiments and
to America’s Declaration of
Independence and American-

style liberty as he sought sup-
port for driving the French
out of Indochina.
All dictators have found

apologists in America, wheth-
er it is actor Sean Penn cozy-
ing up to the late President
Hugo Chavez ofVenezuela
or the elites who supported
Fidel Castro and theMarxist
revolutionary Che Guevara.
All dictators have attempted

to show they have a rational
side. The late Soviet dictator
Yuri Andropovwas said to en-
joy Scotch and American jazz.
Hitler’s propagandists showed
himwith little girls whowere
of the same age as Jewish
girls he had ordered killed.
The Fascist Italian dictator
BenitoMussolini supposedly
made the trains run on time.
Stalin’s gulags were so good,
claimed American journalist
Anna Louise Strong, people
applied for admission. Strong,
who nevermet a communist
she didn’t like, also praised
China’sMao Zedong.
It’s one thing forVietnam-

ese leaders to promote the

fiction that Jefferson was
a role model for Ho Chi
Minh, but quite another for
President Obama to spread
this propaganda. I heard the
same preposterous assertion
from aVietnamese govern-
ment official when I visited
Hanoi last December.
Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Tex-

as, who spent seven years as
a POW in the Hanoi Hilton,
isn’t buying it. Johnson said
in a statement issued by
his office: “Sadly, when it
comes to individual liberty,
the president doesn’t have
a clue.What an insult to the
POWs brutally tortured at
the merciless hands— and
rifle butts — of our captors.
This is a slap in the face to
those who served – and es-
pecially those who paid the
ultimate price for freedom
during that dark time in
history. Let me tell you, there
was nothing ‘free’ about my
seven years in captivity in
Hanoi —more than half of
that time in solitary con-
finement. As a fellow POW
etched on a prison cell wall,
‘Freedom has a taste to those
who fight and almost die
that the protected will never
know.’”
Who sounds more Jeffer-

sonian?
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to ABC records.

That same agent also was allowed to ignore an ABC policy then in effect requiring him to 

live within 50 miles of work.

Records also show that the four highest-ranking ABC officials used state vehicles to com-

mute to and from work, although an executive order prohibited the practice except in cases 

where officials might be expected to respond to “job-related emergencies.”

Except for the deceitful agent, perhaps no single one of these failures is highly egregious. 

But together they indicate a pattern of misjudgments and indifference toward proper action 

and procedure.

That pattern might extend to misjudgments in the field.

Something must explain why half a dozen plain-clothes agents swarmed three unarmed 

young women, pulling a weapon and terrorizing them in the mistaken belief that they had 

purchased beer. And so far, no better explanation exists than that ABC is a bureaucratic cul-

ture run amok.
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ABC takes first step to broad fixes
Finally we’re getting somewhere.

Alcoholic Beverage Control’s second-ranking commissioner last week admitted that agents 

erred in their handling of a suspected underage alcohol buy in Charlottesville in April.

It is the first time an agency official has acknowledged the obvious: Agents exercised “poor 

judgment,” in the words of Commissioner Sandra Canada — although many critics would 

phrase it much more strongly.

In that incident, plainclothes agents targeted three 

University of Virginia students whom they suspected 

of buying beer when in fact the young women were 

buying sparkling water. The agents aggressively sur-

rounded the women’s vehicle; one pulled a gun and 

another tried to break a window. The women did not 

realize the agents were law enforcement officers. 

They fled the parking lot, calling police as they left 

— a self-preservation move that netted the driver 

several felony charges (later dismissed by a prosecu-

tor) and a night in jail.

“This whole thing has embarrassed … people who 

have worked here all these years, all because of the 

poor judgment of six agents in that one incident,” 

Ms. Canada said.

As they say in 12-step circles: Admitting you have a 

problem is the first step toward recovery.

Not only recovery of the agency’s reputation, but 

reform of its procedures must be the goal. Other in-

nocent people must not be subjected to the kind of 

overly aggressive enforcement that wrongly targeted 

the UVa women.

Some reform already has been instituted: A week after news of the incident broke, ABC 

changed its policy to require the presence of an officer wearing clearly marked “Police” cloth-

ing. Still other changes are being considered.

But the acknowledgement of error and acceptance of reform might be too little, too late for 

some critics. Some important voices in the commonwealth already are calling for ABC to be 

OPINION

Finally we’re getting somewhere.
Alcoholic Beverage Control’s

second-ranking commissioner
last week admitted that agents erred in
their handling of a suspected underage
alcohol buy in Charlottesville in April.
It is the first time an agency official

has acknowledged the obvious: Agents
exercised “poor judgment,” in the
words of Commissioner Sandra Can-
ada — although many critics would
phrase it much more strongly.
In that incident, plainclothes agents

targeted three University of Virginia
students whom they suspected of
buying beer when in fact the young
women were buying sparkling water.
The agents aggressively surrounded
the women’s vehicle; one pulled a gun
and another tried to break a window.
The women did not realize the agents
were law enforcement officers. They
fled the parking lot, calling police as
they left — a self-preservation move
that netted the driver several felony
charges (later dismissed by a prosecu-
tor) and a night in jail.
“This whole thing has embarrassed

… people who have worked here all
these years, all because of the poor
judgment of six agents in that one
incident,” Ms. Canada said.
As they say in 12-step circles: Admit-

ting you have a problem is the first
step toward recovery.
Not only recovery of the agency’s

reputation, but reform of its proce-
dures must be the goal. Other innocent
people must not be subjected to the
kind of overly aggressive enforcement
that wrongly targeted the UVa women.
Some reform already has been

instituted: A week after news of the
incident broke, ABC changed its policy
to require the presence of an offi-
cer wearing clearly marked “Police”
clothing. Still other changes are being
considered.
But the acknowledgement of error

and acceptance of reform might be too
little, too late for some critics. Some
important voices in the common-
wealth already are calling for ABC to
be abolished or, at the very least, for its
law enforcement responsibilities to be
turned over to the state police.
What’s more, although Ms. Canada

referred only to “that one incident” as
bringing embarrassment to the agency,
investigation has revealed a list of
other issues: failure of leaders to fol-
low the agency’s own personnel rules;
rejection of an effort to standardize
law enforcement practices; employee
acceptance of gifts from the alcohol
industry that the agency is supposed
to regulate; and controversial purchase
and outfitting of an expensive mobile
command unit.
Some of the “incidents” are not

wrong under existing laws and poli-
cies. But they do raise further ques-
tions about judgment. Purchase of the
elaborate command unit, for example,
was permissible — but sends a mes-
sage of excess.
Furthermore, how much does this

“one incident” reflect the agency’s
overall culture?
We await further revelations, includ-

ing details on additional reforms, to
see just how extensive the agency’s
recovery must be.

Editorial

ABC takes
first step to
broad fixes

Letters to the Editor

Why punish the rich for success?

Waiting to witness Anne Frank’s legacy

In the July 24 letter “Tax rich higher to
balance budget” (The Daily Progress),
high-achieving, wealthy Americans are
depicted, albeit in different words, as in-
come- hogging, government-corrupting,
environment-destroying, war-provok-
ing, profit-grubbing, capitalist evildoers.
Hmmm.

The solution to the federal budget
deficit, according to the author, is to
punish success through confiscatory
tax rates, scaling up from 50 percent on
income above $1 million to a top rate of
90 percent, as well as rate parity on in-
vestment income of “speculators,” who
“didn’t have to work for [that income].”

After all, says the author, “[p]eople in
these higher brackets have benefited
most from the explosion of deficit
spending since 1980” through “previous
tax cuts for the wealthy.”

Here are some facts:
» The 1980 deficit was $74 billion. Ex-

cessive spending, especially since 2008,
not a dearth of tax revenue, exploded the
deficit to $1.1 trillion in 2012, the fourth
straight year of trillion-plus deficits.
Federal revenues grew 474 percent from
1980 to 2012, but spending soared 598
percent, more than double the rate of
inflation.

Spending on Medicaid, Medicare,
Social Security and income security pro-
grams that provide a number of safety
nets for low-income persons (hardly
rich-oriented programs) accounted for
almost two-thirds of the increase, grow-

ing more than eight-fold since 1980.
With profligate spending continuing,
the national debt now totals nearly $17
trillion.

» The top 1 percent of earners pay
nearly 40 percent of individual income
taxes, while the bottom 50 percent pay
just over 2 percent; nearly half of house-
holds pay nothing.

By my calculation, the Internal Rev-
enue Service gets up to five bites at the
investment-income apple: tax on earned
income, the source of invested savings;
tax on corporate income, the source of
interest and dividends; regular tax on in-

vestment income; Obamacare surtax on
investment income; and gift and estate
taxes on what’s left for heirs. Under the
letter writer’s proposal, the combined
tax rate of these five bites could be as
high as 99.8 percent. Brilliant!

Who gets super-rich in America?
People such as Henry Ford, Steve Jobs,
Dave Matthews and LeBron James, who
excel at giving consumers what they
want at a price they are willing to pay. So
why punish them?

THOMAS J. LAUX
Albemarle County+

SOURCES: Office ofManagement and Budget,Histori-
cal Tables (whitehouse.gov); U.S.National Debt Clock
(usdebtclock.org); Tax Foundation,“Summary of

Latest Federal IncomeTax Data”(taxfoundation.org);
“Who doesn’t pay income taxes,”TheWashington Post,

Sept. 18, 2012 (washingtonpost.com)

Toscano pushes McDonnell
Thanks to Del. DavidToscano for

trying to get Gov. Bob McDonnell to pay
for his expensive lawyer, hired to help
him deal with the current gift scandal.

It is incomprehensible to me how he
is so willing to spend my tax money for
this after making me pay an extra $65 a
year for my Prius registration.

This is a perfect example of why I do
not trust politicians.

DON LEPSCH
Albemarle County
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AMSTERDAM — On the
day I visited the Anne
Frank House, which is

actually the family’s hiding
place atop Anne’s father’s
business, the wait to get in
was as long as three hours.
Such is the attraction of this
historic site, 53 years after it
was opened to the public.

Anne and her family were
among an estimated 107,000
Jews deported to concentra-
tion camps fromThe Neth-
erlands during the German
occupation inWorldWar II.

Anne’s diary has sold
more than 30 million copies
worldwide and is available in
75 languages. It is not only a
testament to the indomitable
spirit of a young girl, but a
vision of hope in the midst of
perhaps the greatest inhu-
manity in world history.

While I have visited several
museums and memorials
to the Jewish victims of the
Holocaust, my first visit to
Anne’s hiding place was
quite different. Her story and
that of her family and some
friends who eluded the Nazis

for two years, before they
were betrayed by an un-
known person, is a living nar-
rative that must be retold to
this and future generations.

The timing of my visit
coincides with the resump-
tion of “peace talks” between
Israel and the Palestinians.
Some Palestinian leaders
have made statements about
Israel in general and Jews
in particular that track with
Nazi beliefs and propaganda.
It is a sober reminder that
history can repeat itself.

Anne’s appreciation of her
culture finds full expression
in this diary entry dated April
11, 1944: “God has never de-
serted our people. Through
the ages Jews have had to
suffer, but through the ages
they have gone on living,

and the centuries of suffer-
ing have only made them
stronger. The weak shall fall
and the strong shall survive
and not be defeated!”

In the midst of this declara-
tion of strength, there was
also her understandable fear
of being discovered. As Anne
wrote, also on April 11 after
hearing footsteps and noises
outside the wall that sepa-
rated her family from the rest
of the building: “That night
I really thought I was going
to die. I waited for the police
and I was ready for death,
like a soldier on the battle-
field. I’d gladly have given
my life for my country. But
now that I’ve been spared,
my first wish after the war is
to become a Dutch citizen.
I love the Dutch. I love this
country. I love the language
and I want to work here...”

Ultimately she was not
spared, but the literary clas-
sic she created in the midst of
suffering, indeed because of
it, has survived.

Anne and her sister, Mar-
got, died of typhus in the

Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp in March 1945, just
weeks before liberating Brit-
ish troops arrived. Their bod-
ies were probably dumped in
a mass grave.

In a diary entry dated April
4, 1944, Anne wrote, “I want
to go on living even after my
death.” And so she has. Her
desire was to be a writer, and
she succeeded in her short
life more than many writers
who live a normal lifespan.

Her modest living condi-
tions after the family was
forced to move out of their
home is a monument to the
power of individual courage
and the triumph of good over
evil. In her diary, as in her
life, Anne Frank is a heroine,
a role model, a martyr and a
reminder of the power and
influence one individual can
have.

Anne Frank’s life was a
candle in the midst of great
darkness. Her flame should
burn forever.
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abolished or, at the very least, for its law enforcement responsibilities to be turned over to the 

state police.

What’s more, although Ms. Canada referred only to “that one incident” as bringing embar-

rassment to the agency, investigation has revealed a list of other issues: failure of leaders to 

follow the agency’s own personnel rules; rejection of an effort to standardize law enforce-

ment practices; employee acceptance of gifts from the alcohol industry that the agency is 

supposed to regulate; and controversial purchase and outfitting of an expensive mobile com-

mand unit.

Some of the “incidents” are not wrong under existing laws and policies. But they do raise 

further questions about judgment. Purchase of the elaborate command unit, for example, 

was permissible — but sends a message of excess.

Furthermore, how much does this “one incident” reflect the agency’s overall culture?

We await further revelations, including details on additional reforms, to see just how exten-

sive the agency’s recovery must be.
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Fix record, hold ABC accountable
Long-term justice for the individual: Elizabeth Daly should have her arrest record ex-

punged.

Long-term justice for the commonwealth: The Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control should 

release the findings of the state police review it requested following public outcry over Ms. 

Daly’s case.

To recap the by now well-known story:

Ms. Daly and two friends had bought sparkling wa-

ter, cookie dough and ice cream for a sorority event 

when their vehicle was swarmed by a half-dozen 

plainclothes ABC agents who thought they had made 

an underage beer purchase.

Agents later were reported to have flashed badges 

— which might or might not have been recognizable. 

Ms. Daly did see a gun drawn by one non-uniformed 

man, and heard pounding on her SUV window as 

another apparently tried to break the glass with his 

flashlight.

One of her friends had just attended a sexual assault 

seminar, which no doubt heightened the women’s 

fear. They did what women are taught to do in such 

situations — with Ms. Daly at the wheel, they drove 

away from the threat and toward the police station, 

with one of the young women also calling police on 

her cellphone.

When they discovered that the mob that had sur-

rounded her vehicle indeed consisted of law enforce-

ment agents, Ms. Daly stopped and tried to explain. 

That netted her an arrest and a night in jail — not for an underage beer buy, which agents 

realized had not occurred, but rather on three felony charges of eluding police and assaulting 

two law enforcement officers (her SUV was considered to be the weapon).

Charlottesville Commonwealth’s Attorney Dave Chapman later withdrew the charges.

One of the injustices is that, with the incident on her record, Ms. Daly now must answer 

“yes” should an employer ask whether she ever has been arrested. If her record is expunged, 

OPINION

Long-term justice for the
individual: Elizabeth Daly
should have her arrest record

expunged.
Long-term justice for the com-
monwealth: TheVirginia Alcoholic
Beverage Control should release the
findings of the state police review it
requested following public outcry
over Ms. Daly’s case.
To recap the by now well-known
story:
Ms. Daly and two friends had
bought sparkling water, cookie
dough and ice cream for a soror-
ity event when their vehicle was
swarmed by a half-dozen plain-
clothes ABC agents who thought
they had made an underage beer
purchase.
Agents later were reported to have
flashed badges —which might or
might not have been recognizable.
Ms. Daly did see a gun drawn by
one non-uniformedman, and heard
pounding on her SUV window as
another apparently tried to break the
glass with his flashlight.
One of her friends had just at-
tended a sexual assault seminar,
which no doubt heightened the
women’s fear. They did what women
are taught to do in such situations
—with Ms. Daly at the wheel, they
drove away from the threat and
toward the police station, with one of
the young women also calling police
on her cellphone.
When they discovered that the mob
that had surrounded her vehicle
indeed consisted of law enforce-
ment agents, Ms. Daly stopped and
tried to explain. That netted her an
arrest and a night in jail — not for
an underage beer buy, which agents
realized had not occurred, but rather
on three felony charges of elud-
ing police and assaulting two law
enforcement officers (her SUV was
considered to be the weapon).
Charlottesville Commonwealth’s
Attorney Dave Chapman later with-
drew the charges.
One of the injustices is that, with
the incident on her record, Ms. Daly
nowmust answer “yes” should an
employer ask whether she ever has
been arrested. If her record is ex-
punged, that arrest will be wiped
clean— officially, as if it had never
occurred. Understandably, Ms. Daly
has petitioned the court to clear her
record.
But, of course, the incident did
occur — because ABC agents first
mistook a legitimate purchase for
an illegitimate one, and because
they then overreacted in trying to
make an arrest. They used exces-
sively aggressive tactics against three
frightened— and innocent — young
women.
How they came to believe that this
was an acceptable method of opera-
tions deserves investigation. Some-
thing may be terribly wrong at the
ABC, based on this and other mis-
steps as previously reported by this
newspaper.
ABC no doubt wishes for the police
inquiry to remain secret and for the
incident to fade from public con-
sciousness.
That would be an injustice.

Editorial

Fix record,
hold ABC
accountable

Letter to the Editor

Make an educated vote onNov. 5

Results of misplaced faith in government

The fight for the right to vote wasn’t
an easy one for certain groups in our
democracy. Courageous women who
fought to give women their right to
vote were jailed, tortured and starved,
but they continued their fight until the
19th Amendment was passed. Those
who fought for fair and just voting laws
for African-Americans suffered terrible
abuse, beatings and even death.
Unfortunately, the right to vote is
taken for granted bymany of our
citizens. Those hard-fought battles are
forgotten or easily dismissed in the
midst of negative campaigning and
corrupt politicians.
The League ofWomenVoters of the
Charlottesville Area urges you not to
forget the important role you have in
our government and to vote. Don’t get
your information from television ads.
Too often they are laced with half-
truths and downright lies.
Read and study the voter guides, at-
tend forums and vote in all elections,
not just presidential elections. Can-
didates for higher office often started
as local politicians, and local officials
decisions affect all of us directly.
Demandmore forums.Write letters
to the editor demanding them. Call the
campaign offices of the candidates.
Seeing them in person and under pres-
sure is the best preparation for choos-

ing the best candidate. Be suspicious
of those who refuse to participate in
forums. Do you want a representative
who fears being put on the spot, an
everyday occurrence for councilors,
supervisors and legislators?
If you’re tempted to stay home on
Nov. 5 and think your vote doesn’t
make any difference, remember those
who fought and died for your right to
vote. Remember that in the last Char-

lottesville City Council election, one
race was won by one vote!
Register to vote, learn about the
candidates, and exercise your most
precious right as a citizen.

GERRY KRUGER
Albemarle County

Gerry Kruger is community engagement
director for the League ofWomen Voters

of the Charlottesville Area.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2013A8

It’sObamacare activationand government “shut-
down”week inWashing-

ton, where the consequences
ofmisplaced faith in govern-
ment are everywhere. Still,
true believers remain faithful
that Obamacarewill be the
exception to government’s
past failures in achieving big
goals.
There are examples galore
of government’s inability to
do thingswell and at reason-
able cost, but that doesn’t
deter thosewho continue to
believe government can solve
every problem.
TheU.S. Postal Service
wants to raise the cost of a
first-class stamp from46
cents to 49 cents in order to
cover a “precarious financial
condition.”That will only en-
couragemore people to stop
sendingmail, all but guaran-
teeing another rate increase
down the road.
TheWhiteHouse an-
nounced a $300million aid
package for Detroit, a city in
whichDemocratic rule, high
taxes, out-of-control spend-
ing and years of corruption
precipitated its financial
collapse. Half of themoney
will go toward eliminating
blight. The real blight is the
Democratic Party that ruled
and then ruinedDetroit.
The Federal Housing
Authority announced last

week it is taking $1.7 billion
in borrowedmoney from
theU.S.Treasury to cover
projected losses in reverse
mortgage programs. It can
do sowithout congressional
authorization. Actors peddle
reversemortgages onTV all
the time andwe’re told they
are “guaranteed” by the gov-
ernment.What could possibly
gowrong?
TheHeritage Foundation
has compiled a long list of
government programs that
have failed to live up to their
advertised goals. In addi-
tion to theGreat Society
monstrosities that have
undermined the American
family by subsidizing out-of-
wedlock births andwelfare
dependency, some others
include:

» Head Start.According to
theHead Start Impact Study,
in virtually every category, the
program for pre-school chil-
dren has failed to achieve its
stated goals. The study found
“that the benefits of partici-
pating inHead Start almost
completely disappear by first

grade.” Read about it here
(http://www.heritage.org/
research/reports/2010/01/
head-start-earns-an-f-no-
lasting-impact-for-children-
by-first-grade).

» Food stamps.This is one of
80welfare programs going to
one-third of Americans that
will cost an estimated $12.7
trillion over the next decade
without substantial reforms.

» Social Security.This is
the “untouchable” entitle-
ment, which needs reform
asmuch, ormore, than
any other federal program.
Women, especially, get a raw
deal with Social Security. As
TheHeritage Foundation has
noted, “Among retiredwork-
ers, women received $300 less
thanmen in Social Security
benefits in 2010, collecting
only $1,023 inmonthly ben-
efits on average.Women are
more likely thanmen to lack
all of the necessary 35 years
of payroll tax contributions
to qualify for full benefits, as
many take time off from the
workforce to care for children
and elderly parents. And those
who don’t have a full work his-
tory are evenworse off.Many
seniors receive benefits below
the federal poverty level.”
Add to this the annual ritual
of federal agencies spend-
ingmillions of “leftover”
dollars before the end of the
fiscal year September 30

—$562,000 on“artwork” by
theDepartment ofVeterans
Affairs, $178,000 by the Coast
Guard on“cubicle furniture
rehab,” according toThe
Washington Post—and you
understandwhy somany are
cynical about government’s
track record of achievement
and cost containment.
Space does not allow a
full accounting of all federal
agencies and programs that
should be eliminated or re-
formed. And yet their budgets
are auto-renewed each year,
many programs even receiv-
ing an increase in the amount
of taxpayermoney they are
allowed towaste. There is
no congressional require-
ment that these agencies and
programs prove themselves
worthy of ourmoney and,
once spawned, government
programs are virtually impos-
sible to kill.
Given somuch evidence
of government’s inability to
make our lives better, what
makes anyone think it will
suddenly become competent
runningObamacare? Only
individuals, not government,
can improve their lives by
making right choices. Too of-
ten, government adds to our
burdenswith additional debt.
It’s the one job government
does well.
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that arrest will be wiped clean — officially, as if it had never occurred. Understandably, Ms. 

Daly has petitioned the court to clear her record.

But, of course, the incident did occur — because ABC agents first mistook a legitimate pur-

chase for an illegitimate one, and because they then overreacted in trying to make an arrest. 

They used excessively aggressive tactics against three frightened — and innocent — young 

women.

How they came to believe that this was an acceptable method of operations deserves in-

vestigation. Something may be terribly wrong at the ABC, based on this and other missteps 

as previously reported by this newspaper.

ABC no doubt wishes for the police inquiry to remain secret and for the incident to fade 

from public consciousness.

That would be an injustice.
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Study could open ABC to reforms
After news broke that three University of Virginia women last spring had been swarmed 

by armed plainclothes officers and terrorized for buying what Alcoholic Beverage Control 

agents wrongly thought was beer (it turned out to be water), an outraged public has contin-

ued to ask: Why?

How could such a thing happen?

That led to larger questions about the structure of ABC. Some critics have suggested prob-

lems in the agency’s dual role of selling alcoholic bev-

erages while also regulating and enforcing alcoholic 

beverage laws. That sets up a situation where priori-

ties compete.

Although that dichotomy might not have led direct-

ly to the debacle of last spring, it could have played in 

a role in the agency’s failure.

Perhaps more importantly, the current arrange-

ment inherently creates a conflict of interest and po-

tential for abuse.

As it turns out, others long have been concerned 

that the agency was inefficiently splitting its ener-

gies.

Ten years ago, a committee concluded that “Regula-

tions and enforcement nearly always take a back seat 

to profits,” and that a merger with the Virginia State 

Police might help solve the enforcement problem.

That committee was made up of employees from 

within ABC . Insiders, best able to point out problems, 

acknowledged the difficulty of the dual role.

But no action was taken.

And the problem potentially goes deeper than just a division of purpose, with neither func-

tion receiving adequate attention.

The deeper problem is that ABC’s two roles potentially conflict with each other. An agency 

focused on making money from alcohol sales might not be in the best position to regulate 

businesses that sell alcohol.

When the ABC employees issued their report in 2003, they noted an emphasis on profit 

OPINION

After news broke that three Uni-
versity ofVirginia women last
spring had been swarmed by

armed plainclothes officers and terror-
ized for buying what Alcoholic Bever-
age Control agents wrongly thought
was beer (it turned out to be water), an
outraged public has continued to ask:
Why?
How could such a thing happen?
That led to larger questions about
the structure of ABC. Some critics have
suggested problems in the agency’s
dual role of selling alcoholic beverages
while also regulating and enforcing
alcoholic beverage laws. That sets up a
situation where priorities compete.
Although that dichotomymight not
have led directly to the debacle of last
spring, it could have played in a role in
the agency’s failure.
Perhaps more importantly, the cur-
rent arrangement inherently creates
a conflict of interest and potential for
abuse.
As it turns out, others long have been
concerned that the agency was ineffi-
ciently splitting its energies.
Ten years ago, a committee con-
cluded that “Regulations and enforce-
ment nearly always take a back seat
to profits,” and that a merger with the
Virginia State Police might help solve
the enforcement problem.
That committee was made up of em-
ployees fromwithin ABC. Insiders, best
able to point out problems, acknowl-
edged the difficulty of the dual role.
But no action was taken.
And the problem potentially goes
deeper than just a division of purpose,
with neither function receiving ad-
equate attention.
The deeper problem is that ABC’s
two roles potentially conflict with each
other. An agency focused onmaking
money from alcohol sales might not be
in the best position to regulate busi-
nesses that sell alcohol.
When the ABC employees issued their
report in 2003, they noted an emphasis
on profit over enforcement. Nothing
has changed: Profit is still a top focus.
The problemwith the unwarranted
targeting of the UVa women was not
lack of enforcement, it was overzeal-
ous enforcement. Critics also began to
question whether agents were ad-
equately trained to handle incidents
without going overboard, or whether
they were correctly following existing
protocols.
In any case, the incident focused
attention the breadth of potential
problems at ABC.
Now it’s time to look at the enforce-
ment problem afresh.
Sen. R. Creigh Deeds, D-Bath, has
called for an independent study of
the issue by the Joint Legislative Audit
and Review Commission, a necessary
expansion on the employee report of
10 years ago.
“I think in various agencies, includ-
ing ABC, there’s a real morale problem
in the law enforcement community,”
Mr. Deeds said.
ABC officials dispute themorale
problem.
But frommany angles, things don’t
look good at the agency. A fresh, in-
dependent study could shed light on
some darkness and answer a myriad of
questions regarding ABC.

Editorial

Study could
open ABC
to reforms

Letter to the Editor

Great slate of candidates in state

Virginia’s other choice in a dismal race

We have an excellent choice of candidates for state
offices in the Nov. 5 election.
Our best candidates are Ken Cuccinelli for governor,
E.W. Jackson for lieutenant governor andMark Oben-
shain for attorney general.
I recently read Ken’s book, “The Last Line of De-
fense,” in which he demonstrates that he knows and
understands the U.S. Constitution and theVirginia
Constitution and will govern our commonwealth in
accordance with these documents.
Ken, E.W. andMark are our last line of defense of
our constitutional rights and will protect us from
the federal bureaucracy’s overreaching power and
overregulation of businesses, which cause increasing
unemployment.We should remember that it was the
states that created the federal government, not the
other way around.
I believe that we owe our children, grandchildren
and future generations at least the same degree of
individual freedom that we inherited from previous
generations, and these three candidates will do the
best job of preserving that freedom.

CYNTHIA COLLIER
Albemarle County
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ARLINGTON—When
William F. Buckley,
running as the Con-

servative Party’s candidate
for mayor of NewYork in
1965, was asked what he
would do if he won, he re-
plied: “Demand a recount.”
Robert Sarvis, Libertarian
Party candidate for governor
ofVirginia, will not need to
do this.
Hours before Gallup
reported record nation-
wide support — 60 percent
— for a third party to leaven
politics, Sarvis was declared
ineligible for the final debate
for gubernatorial candidates
because he fell a tad short
of a 10 percent average in
recent polls. None of this
disturbed his leisurely enjoy-
ment of a tuna-burger lunch
before sauntering off in
search of free media, about
the only kind he can afford.
Equanimity is his default
position and almost his
political platform:Why be
agitated when your frenzied
adversaries are splendidly
making your case about the
poverty of standard political
choices? The Democratic
and Republican candidates,
Terry McAuliffe and Ken
Cuccinelli, each say no good
can come from electing the
other fellow; Sarvis amiably
agrees with both.
In Sarvis, the man and the
moment have met. He is
running at a time of maxi-
mum distrust of established
institutions, including the
twomajor parties. He has
little money, but McAuliffe
and Cuccinelli have spent

millions of dollars on broad-
cast ads making each other
repulsive to manyVirgin-
ians who surely feel asWill
Rogers did: “You got to admit
that each party is worse than
the other.”
Furthermore, the partial
shutdown of the government
especially annoyed Sarvis’
state, which has the nation’s
second-highest per capita
federal spending (Alaska is
first) —NorthernVirginia is
a dormitory for federal work-
ers and TidewaterVirginia’s
military installations include
the world’s largest naval
complex.
At the national level, the
most potent third-party
candidates have had vivid
personalities and burning is-
sues: Theodore Roosevelt in
1912, taming corporations;
StromThurmond in 1948,
asserting regional grievances
relating to race; GeorgeWal-
lace in 1968, venting class
and cultural resentments;
Ross Perot in 1992, shrinking
the federal deficit. Sarvis is
more bemused than burn-
ing.
During an intermission
in the telecast of a notably
disagreeable McAuliffe-Cuc-
cinelli debate, viewers heard
from their television sets a
woman’s voice asking, “Can’t

vote for these guys?”
Then Sarvis’ voice: “Like
you, I can’t vote for Ken
Cuccinelli’s narrow-minded
social agenda. I want a
Virginia that’s open-minded
and welcoming to all. And
like you, I don’t want Terry
McAuliffe’s cronyism either,
where government picks
winners and losers. Join me,
and together we can build a
Virginia that’s open-minded
and open for business.”
McAuliffe is an enthusiast
for, and has prospered from,
government “investments”
in preferred industries,
which is a recipe for crony
capitalism. Cuccinelli is a
stern social conservative, an
opponent of, among other

things, gay
marriage. Mar-
riage equality
interests Sarvis
(whosemother
is Chinese)
because his
wife is African-
American, so

his marriage would have
been illegal inVirginia before
the exquisitely titled 1967
U.S. Supreme Court decision
Loving v. Virginia.
Sarvis, who is 37 andmay
look that old in a decade or
so, graduated fromHarvard
with a mathematics degree,
earned a law degree from
NewYork University and
clerked inMississippi for a
judge on the 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals. After a
spell as a mathematics
graduate student at Berke-
ley, Sarvis worked for a San
Francisco tech startup, then

earned amaster’s degree in
economics at GeorgeMason
University.
In 2011, he ran as a Repub-
lican against the state Senate
majority leader, a 31-year
incumbent. Outspent 72-to-
1, Sarvis got 36 percent of
the vote.
Hemust scrounge for
media attention because he
fares poorly in polls that re-
inforce the judgment that he
is not newsworthy. But he is.
William Buckley won
only 13.4 percent of the
1965mayoralty vote but he
energized a growing con-
stituency and legitimized the
practice of voting outside
the confines of traditional
political choices. Five years
later, the NewYork Conser-
vative Party’s U.S. Senate
candidate— Buckley’s
brother Jim—was elected
with 38.8 percent of the vote
in a three-way race.
Third-party candidacies
are said to be like wasps
— they sting, then die. Still,
Sarvis is enabling voters
to register dissatisfaction
with the prevailing political
duopoly. Markets are infor-
mation-generating mecha-
nisms, andVirginia’s political
market is sending, through
Sarvis, signals to the two
durable parties.
“The saddest life,” said the
dyspeptic H.L. Mencken, “is
that of a political aspirant
under democracy. His failure
is ignominious and his suc-
cess is disgraceful.” Sarvis
will escape both fates.
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over enforcement. Nothing has changed: Profit is still a top focus.

The problem with the unwarranted targeting of the UVa women was not lack of enforce-

ment, it was overzealous enforcement. Critics also began to question whether agents were 

adequately trained to handle incidents without going overboard, or whether they were cor-

rectly following existing protocols.

In any case, the incident focused attention the breadth of potential problems at ABC. 

Now it’s time to look at the enforcement problem afresh.

Sen. R. Creigh Deeds, D-Bath, has called for an independent study of the issue by the Joint 

Legislative Audit and Review Commission, a necessary expansion on the employee report of 

10 years ago.

“I think in various agencies, including ABC, there’s a real morale problem in the law en-

forcement community,” Mr. Deeds said.

ABC officials dispute the morale problem.

But from many angles, things don’t look good at the agency. A fresh, independent study 

could shed light on some darkness and answer a myriad of questions regarding ABC.  
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A firestorm builds at ABC ...

Curtis W. Coleburn
Chief Operating Officer
Alcoholic Beverage Control

Shawn Walker
Director of
Law Enforcement
Alcoholic Beverage Control

Sandra Canada
Commissioner

Alcoholic Beverage Control







July 8, 2013 
 
Office of the Governor 
Patrick Henry Building, 3rd Floor 
1111 East Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
 
 
Dear Governor McDonnell, 
 
I am writing today on behalf of the Charlottesville City Council.  My colleagues and I share a 
deep concern for the reported actions taken recently by several agents of the Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). We learned just this week of the incident that occurred on 
April 11, 2013 at the Barracks Road Shopping Center here in Charlottesville during which three 
young ladies were approached by the agents who had mistaken a case of water for alcohol.  
 
If the reports we have read are accurate, it seems that more care should have been paid to how 
the agents approached the young ladies that evening in the parking lot of the shopping center.  It 
also seems evident the women were surprised, frightened and confused by the response of the 
agents and the subsequent charges placed against them. Although the Council appreciates the 
difficult work of the ABC, it is our impression this incident could have been avoided and the 
situation diffused if the agents had taken a different approach.  In light of these concerns, 
Council respectfully requests your administration to conduct an independent review of the 
incident and provide the results of the investigation to the public upon its completion.  
 
Additionally, we request that there will be increased cooperation and coordination between ABC 
agents and our City police department during future ABC operations in the City. We realize 
ABC agents have historically worked closely with our officers, but in the case of this incident 
our department was not involved until we received the call for service from one of the young 
ladies targeted by the agents.   
 
We thank you for your consideration of our requests. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Satyendra Singh Huja 
Mayor, City of Charlottesville 
 

C I T Y  O F  C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E 
 

Office of the Mayor 
 

P.O. Box 911 ● Charlottesville, Virginia ● 22902 
Telephone (434) 970-3113 

Fax (434) 970-3890 

A World Class City 







July 5, 2013 

Shawn Walker 
Director of Enforcement Control 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
2901 Hermitage Road 
Richmond, VA 23220 
 
RE:  Elizabeth Daly 
 
Dear Mr. Walker, 
 
 As you know, I represent the area that includes the University of Virginia.  I have 
been following with great interest and concern the aftermath of the April 11, 2013 
incident involving the agents of the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC).  I 
have lived in this community for over 30 years, and do not recall an incident like this 
during that time.  I appreciate the role that ABC plays in enforcing the laws against 
underage purchase, possession, and consumption.  But I am concerned about the apparent 
overreaction of the agents during the April 11 event. 
 
 I appreciate the willingness of the agency to conduct a thorough investigation and 
examination of protocols and policies.  I believe that one of your proposed changes, that 
is the requirement of a uniformed officer be present at the scene of an arrest, makes 
sense.  I wish to be thoroughly briefed on the investigation and any policy initiatives that 
are taken in the aftermath of this incident review.  
 
 In discussing the incident with my constituents and with colleagues in the legal 
community, a number of questions and concerns have surfaced.  They include the 
following: 
 

1. Did the law enforcement activity of April 11, 2013, comply with the ABC 
expectation and policies? 

2. Is there, or should there be, a uniform set of protocols that field agents utilize to 
determine whether, and under what conditions, they should detain the occupants 
of motor vehicles while investigating an offense like underage possession of 
alcohol, which usually does not require an arrest and instead usually involves 
issuing a summons if a violation is detected. 



3. What is the department policy and training involving the unholstering of firearms 
during an incident of this type, and were firearms actually unholstered during this 
event? 

4. What standard of suspicion is utilized by field agents in determining whether to 
approach a citizen for the purpose of conducting a law enforcement inquiry? 

5. To what extent is it necessary to have as many agents as were present that night at 
the location to enforce the policies of the department? 

 
I understand that you have received many inquiries about this matter, but I hope that 
you will keep me informed of the investigation as it unfolds and of any changes in 
policy that you will be making as a result of this incident. 

 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     David J. Toscano 
 
Cc: The Honorable Marla G. Decker, Secretary of Public Safety 
 W. Curtis Coleburn, III, COO, Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
 Elizabeth Daly 

EDITOR’S NOTE: DAVID J. TOSCANO is Virginia’s state House Minority Leader and the former mayor of Charlottesville



OPINION

Thescandal over the National Secu-
rity Agency’s spying program is no
longer just about America snoop-

ing on Americans.
The stakes just got bigger—much

bigger.
The German newsweekly Der Spie-

gel has reported that the NSA secretly
installed covert listening devices even
within the offices of the European
Union. It said that bugs were planted in
EU offices inWashington andNewYork;
EU computer systemswere infiltrated;
and theNATOheadquarters in Brussels
was used to access phone and Internet
traffic at an EU building nearby.
EU officials and those of individual

nations understandably are appalled.
Many in Europe already had become

disillusionedwith theU.S. over earlier
reports about the spying program; Ed-
ward Snowden, who leaked information
about the programs, has become a hero
in parts of Europe as well as Asia.
But at first, the international com-

munity actedmerely as onlooker. The
revelations about U.S. surveillance were
disappointing, but did not affect the
onlookers directly.
That began to change whenMr.

Snowden took refuge inHong Kong,
then in Russia, pulling the international
community into the story.
Now the EU and severalmember na-

tions feel not only directly involved, but
also directly victimized.
“Partners do not spy on each other,”

said EU Justice CommissionerVivi-
ane Reding, going on to suggest that a
free-trade agreement between Europe
and Americamight now be in jeopardy.
“We cannot negotiate over a big trans-
Atlanticmarket if there is the slightest
doubt that our partners are carrying
out spying activities on the offices of
our negotiators. The American authori-
ties should eliminate any such doubt
swiftly.”
Following the Der Spiegel story, Presi-

dent Obama tried to defusematters by
saying that all countries spy on each
other.
That is perhaps true, to one degree or

another—but it is not what the Euro-
peans wanted to hear. Nor is such spy-
ing always justified or defensible. The
United States, for instance, has taken
umbrage when it has been revealed that
ally Israel has spied onU.S. operations.
For a supposedly superior commu-

nicator, President Obama has proven
to be surprisingly tone-deaf on this
issue. (Perhaps he’s a better speaker
than listener.) He continues to defend
a reprehensible practice, apparently
not understanding just how deeply
that practice offends— even frightens
— huge numbers of citizens.
And now it’s not just Americans who

are outraged, it’s the international
community.
Mr. Obama and theNSA should judge

the offensiveness of their spying pro-
grams not by their own insulated judg-
ments but rather by the breadth and
depth of the world’s condemnation.

Editorial

International
relations hurt
by revelations

Letters to the Editor

MakeABC agents wear uniforms

Society discards source of standards

According to“Purchase of water leads
to jail time” (The Daily Progress, June
28), Alcoholic Beverage Control agents
were not in uniform. The young woman
they arrested says they flashed badges,
pulled a gun when she started her car,
tried to break in the car windows.
What has our state of Virginia come

to? All this because they thought she
had a case of beer (is this a reason to
shoot a person?) — and it was only
water.
I tell my wife that if some thing like

this happens to you, drive off, because
if they are not in uniform you don’t
know who they are. Anybody can buy
a tin badge. And if someone pulls a
gun, then definitely drive off and dial
911 while driving to the nearest police
station and sound the horn all the way,
because you are probably dealing with
a maniac.
And this incident happened to these

young women at 10:15 in the evening.
Please rein in the jerks. Make them

wear uniforms or stay home.
Our local police wear uniforms, and

when I see them, it provides comfort
to know they are there.
Are we actually using our tax money

to pay people to catch kids buying
beer? Cut them off the payroll and
lower my taxes.
Whatever happened to common

sense?

DON LEPSCH
Charlottesville

Innocents face similar situations
SparklingWatergate continues to

get much-deserved attention (“ABC
reviews student arrest for second time”
The Daily Progress, July 3.) The public
outcry in response to this fiasco has
been enormous. Even the governor is

now involved.
Ms. Daly is to be commended for

responding quite appropriately to a
terrifying situation. Unfortunately,
her reaction landed her in jail. No one
should have to spend a night in jail for
a crime they did not commit.
But Ms. Daly was fortunate to have

had the resources to get her situation
rectified relatively quickly. She had the
benefit of a private attorney, a support-
ive family and a fair-minded prosecu-
tor.
Unfortunately, many other innocent

people in this country haven’t fared as
well. Thousands of individuals (dispro-
portionately African-Americanmen)
have been arrested and wrongly con-
victed for muchmore serious crimes,
such as murder. Because they lack the
resources Ms. Daly had, they remain
incarcerated for five, 10, 20, even 40
years.
Where’s the public outrage about

that?
LISA WILT INLOW
Charlottesville

ABC agents should be fired
The Alcoholic Beverage Control

agents who arrested the University of
Virginia student should be fired and
jailed.

ROBERT D. DIXON
Charlotte, N.C.
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“For this reason a man
shall leave his father and his
mother, and be joined to his
wife; and they shall become
one flesh.”

—Genesis 2:24, NIV

The problem for people
who believe in an
authority higher even

than the Constitution is that
in our increasingly secular
and indifferent society it
has becomemore difficult
to persuade those who do
not subscribe to an immu-
table standard to accept that
view. It is nearly impossible
to restrain a people intent
on throwing off any and all
restraints. History is full of
examples of empires that
collapsed from within before
they were conquered from
without.
The Supreme Court has

narrowly, but effectively,
removed another standard
on the way to full accep-
tance of its right to redefine
marriage and raise itself to a
level higher than the Creator.
What or who is to stop them?
Various religious-political
groups formed over many
years to confront cultural
erosion are in retreat and
increasingly ineffective.

Modern courts might have
trouble with Thomas Jeffer-
son’s declaration, “We hold
these truths to be self-evi-
dent.” Is there anything that
is self-evident today and not
subject to challenge given
the right circumstances?
Even a secular person

should be required to answer
a question before removing
such an important cultural
underpinning as traditional
marriage: If marriage is no
longer to be reserved for
oneman and one woman,
as it has for millennia in
many different cultures and
religions, what is the new
standard and on what is it
based? Should we change
America’s motto to “In polls
we trust”?
The NewYork Times re-

cently editorialized in favor
of transgender rights. Po-
lygamist groups have made
it known they wish to be next
in line to enjoy full consti-

tutional protection for their
lifestyle. Utah was forced
to outlaw polygamy before
admission to the Union. Can
it, should it, revert to its pre-
vious practice? And who has
the authority to say “no”?
There are people who favor

sex andmarriage between
adults and children. On
what basis should they be
denied their “right to hap-
piness”? Today’s “that goes
too far” easily becomes
tomorrow’s “right,” with a
morally vacuous media lead-
ing the charge and amorally
exhausted people who are
afraid to say “stop” for fear
they’ll be labeled “bigots.”
Boundaries serve a pur-

pose, in sport and in life.
Fences keep out trespass-
ers and protect children on
playgrounds. Governments
impose speed limits. Lines
define a football field. The
problem faced bymoral-po-
litical forces— from Prohi-
bition to abortion and now
same-sex marriage— is that
they are confronted by grow-
ing numbers of people who
do not believe in, or can be
persuaded by, ancient, even
biblical, instruction con-
straining human behavior.
Many young people whose

parents are divorced, or who
are cohabiting without mar-
riage, are not influenced by
such commands or so-called
preaching.
While the Supreme Court’s

5-4 decision overturning
the Defense of Marriage Act
does not establish a consti-
tutional right to same-sex
marriage, that’s where it
seems headed. Justice Anto-
nin Scalia predicted it would
a decade ago when the
Supreme Court invalidated
laws prohibiting homo-
sexual conduct in Lawrence
v. Texas.
One doesn’t have to ap-

prove of the court’s reason-
ing in order to hand it to the
gay rights campaigners. They
have done amagnificent job
advancing their objectives,
but they couldn’t have done
it alone.
A verse from the Old

Testament warns about the
detrimental effects such
“advances” can have on
individuals and nations that
abandonmoral boundar-
ies: “In those days Israel had
no king; everyone did what
was right in his own eyes”
(Judges 17:6, NIV).
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But justice and generosity
in a nation, as in an

individual, count most when
shown not by the weak but by
the strong.”
— Theodore Roosevelt,
26th president of the United States

‘‘
Quotable
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OPINION

Howlong a leap is it from ABC
administrators’ mistakes in the
office to agents’ misjudgments

in the field?
Alcoholic Beverage Control policies

are not always followed even by the
department’s leaders, records show.
Granted, misusing criminal database

information might not be as egregious
as terrifying three innocent women,
and arresting one of them, after botch-
ing an underage beer investigation.
(Then again, it might — depending on
how the data are misused.)
But the department’s history of care-

lessness toward proper procedures,
and even common sense, builds a
picture of an agency so accustomed to
having its own way that its personnel
have forgotten they work for the good
of the taxpayers.
Investigation by The Daily Progress

(“ABC broke with policies numerous
times, records show,” July 27, online)
shows several critical failures.
In the worst of them, an ABC spe-

cial investigator tricked a colleague
in order to access criminal database
information for personal use, then
initially lied to auditors about it. Only
eventually did she come clean.
Meanwhile, efforts to improve

standards and accountability were
thwarted. A highly decorated former
police officer who led the agency’s law
enforcement bureau was moved out of
that job after agents rebelled against
his efforts to standardize practices and
promote accountability, according to
people close to the agency.
But an agent who headed ABC’s

Lynchburg bureau was transferred
to a similar job after a supervisor
witnessed an altercation with other
agents at a Lynchburg firing range,
according to court records. That agent
then headed the Staunton bureau,
where he later was in charge of the
botched case in which a half-dozen
non-uniformed officers surrounded
the vehicle of three young women who
were simply buying water, ice cream
and cookie dough; one agent pulled a
gun, and another tried to break a win-
dow of the vehicle with his flashlight,
according to ABC records.
That same agent also was allowed

to ignore an ABC policy then in effect
requiring him to live within 50 miles of
work, according to court records
Records also show that the four high-

est-ranking ABC officials used state ve-
hicles to commute to and from work,
although an executive order prohib-
ited the practice except in cases where
officials might be expected to respond
to “job-related emergencies.”
Except for the deceitful agent, per-

haps no single one of these failures
is highly egregious. But together they
indicate a pattern of misjudgments
and indifference toward proper action
and procedure.
That pattern might extend to mis-

judgments in the field.
Something must explain why half-

dozen plainclothes agents swarmed
three unarmed young women, pull-
ing a weapon and terrorizing them
in the mistaken belief that they had
purchased beer. And so far, no better
explanation exists than that ABC is a
bureaucratic culture run amok.

Editorial

Patterns at
ABC point
to problems

Letters to the Editor

Questions persist in ABC case

Thomas Jefferson and Ho Chi Minh

The Alcoholic Beverage Control saga
ofmistakes by agents andmisman-
agement by administrators goes on
—beginning with the Barracks Road
sparkling water fiasco and continuing
with: reluctance of officials to discuss
the issues; the purchase, for hundreds
of thousands of dollars, of some sort of
vehicular behemoth for field operations
(including $6,000 for interior furniture);
and, most recently, a story of top ad-
ministrators driving agency vehicles to
and fromwork (“ABC broke with poli-
cies numerous times, records show,”
The Daily Progress, July 27 online).
The public and the press have raised

some important questions.Why should
six armed agents be assigned to look
for underage beer buyers? Is a $750,000
mobile command unit needed? And
most generally, is this an agency that
has run amok?
A deeper question needs to be ad-

dressed. Is alcohol control really that
big a deal in a state facing financial and
sociological challenges onmany fronts?
Sure, when organized crime is

involved or there aremajor viola-
tions, these need to be confronted. But
our transportation system is choked,
much of our infrastructure is rotting,

our schools need help and we have an
abundance of poor and hungry citizens.
My guess is that the ABC could do an

adequate job for a tenth of its budget.

HENRIK A. SCHUTZ
Fluvanna County

Public needs say in bypass plans
The proposed U.S. 29 Bypass is ac-

companied by some unusual events
going back to themidnight resurrection
of the bypass idea, an idea that had
been soundly rejected as too expensive
and inadequate.
Certainly, there are some special in-

terests associated with the bypass that

stand to benefit.
A second problemwith the proposed

bypass is the use of “design and build”
procedure. This seems like a rather
loose approach.Who isminding the
costs?
And seemingly dismissed by a wave of

the hand are all of the aesthetic aspects
— access ramps, planting, drainage and
other features that might be described
as amenities.
It seems that the only one whose

interests are not protected is John Q.
Public, the one who is picking up the
check.

ALBERT M. BOTTOMS
Albemarle County
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Whenit comes to
Vietnam, I’m all for
moving on, putting

the past behind us, look-
ing forward, letting bygones
be bygones, but doing so
requires honesty about the
past, lest history be forgot-
ten and thememory and
honor tarnished of the 60,000
Americans who
died in that
war.
On his visit

toWashing-
ton last week,
PresidentTru-
ongTan Sang
ofVietnam
told Presi-
dent Obama
that the late
revolutionary
Ho ChiMinh
was inspired
by theU.S.
Declaration of
Independence
and Constitution and the
words of Thomas Jefferson. In
an ad in theWashington Post,
President Sang even claimed
Jefferson’s vision of liberty
was the same as Ho’s. Not
exactly.
According to theU.S. State

Department’sVietnam 2012
Human Rights Report: “The
Socialist Republic ofVietnam
is an authoritarian state ruled
by a single party, the Com-

munist Party ofVietnam. ...
Themost recent National
Assembly elections, held
inMay 2011, were neither
free nor fair. Security forces
reported to civilian authori-
ties. Themost significant
human rights problems in
the country continued to be
severe government restric-
tions on citizens’ political
rights, particularly their right
to change their government;
increasedmeasures to limit
citizens’ civil liberties; and
corruption in the judicial
system and police.”
Does that sound Jefferso-

nian?
Alignment with the prin-

ciples andmen of America’s
founding is an old tactic used
bymany dictators to dupe
some Americans into the false
belief that they are just like us
—or can bemade so.
Ronald Radosh, an adjunct

fellow at theHudson Insti-
tute, noted recently inThe
Wall Street Journal that Ho
ChiMinhwas “a committed
Marxist-Leninist, trained in
the 1920s atMoscow’s famed
Lenin School.”
DuringWorldWar II, wrote

Radosh, Ho courted President
Franklin Roosevelt, ap-
pealing both to Roosevelt’s
anti-French sentiments and
to America’s Declaration of
Independence and American-

style liberty as he sought sup-
port for driving the French
out of Indochina.
All dictators have found

apologists in America, wheth-
er it is actor Sean Penn cozy-
ing up to the late President
Hugo Chavez ofVenezuela
or the elites who supported
Fidel Castro and theMarxist
revolutionary Che Guevara.
All dictators have attempted

to show they have a rational
side. The late Soviet dictator
Yuri Andropovwas said to en-
joy Scotch and American jazz.
Hitler’s propagandists showed
himwith little girls whowere
of the same age as Jewish
girls he had ordered killed.
The Fascist Italian dictator
BenitoMussolini supposedly
made the trains run on time.
Stalin’s gulags were so good,
claimed American journalist
Anna Louise Strong, people
applied for admission. Strong,
who nevermet a communist
she didn’t like, also praised
China’sMao Zedong.
It’s one thing forVietnam-

ese leaders to promote the

fiction that Jefferson was
a role model for Ho Chi
Minh, but quite another for
President Obama to spread
this propaganda. I heard the
same preposterous assertion
from aVietnamese govern-
ment official when I visited
Hanoi last December.
Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Tex-

as, who spent seven years as
a POW in the Hanoi Hilton,
isn’t buying it. Johnson said
in a statement issued by
his office: “Sadly, when it
comes to individual liberty,
the president doesn’t have
a clue.What an insult to the
POWs brutally tortured at
the merciless hands— and
rifle butts — of our captors.
This is a slap in the face to
those who served – and es-
pecially those who paid the
ultimate price for freedom
during that dark time in
history. Let me tell you, there
was nothing ‘free’ about my
seven years in captivity in
Hanoi —more than half of
that time in solitary con-
finement. As a fellow POW
etched on a prison cell wall,
‘Freedom has a taste to those
who fight and almost die
that the protected will never
know.’”
Who sounds more Jeffer-

sonian?
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Whenit comes to
Vietnam, I’m all for
moving on, putting

the past behind us, look-
ing forward, letting bygones
be bygones, but doing so
requires honesty about the
past, lest history be forgot-
ten and thememory and
honor tarnished of the 60,000
Americans who
died in that
war.
On his visit

toWashing-
ton last week,
PresidentTru-
ongTan Sang
ofVietnam
told Presi-
dent Obama
that the late
revolutionary
Ho ChiMinh
was inspired
by theU.S.
Declaration of
Independence
and Constitution and the
words of Thomas Jefferson. In
an ad in theWashington Post,
President Sang even claimed
Jefferson’s vision of liberty
was the same as Ho’s. Not
exactly.
According to theU.S. State

Department’sVietnam 2012
Human Rights Report: “The
Socialist Republic ofVietnam
is an authoritarian state ruled
by a single party, the Com-

munist Party ofVietnam. ...
Themost recent National
Assembly elections, held
inMay 2011, were neither
free nor fair. Security forces
reported to civilian authori-
ties. Themost significant
human rights problems in
the country continued to be
severe government restric-
tions on citizens’ political
rights, particularly their right
to change their government;
increasedmeasures to limit
citizens’ civil liberties; and
corruption in the judicial
system and police.”
Does that sound Jefferso-

nian?
Alignment with the prin-

ciples andmen of America’s
founding is an old tactic used
bymany dictators to dupe
some Americans into the false
belief that they are just like us
—or can bemade so.
Ronald Radosh, an adjunct

fellow at theHudson Insti-
tute, noted recently inThe
Wall Street Journal that Ho
ChiMinhwas “a committed
Marxist-Leninist, trained in
the 1920s atMoscow’s famed
Lenin School.”
DuringWorldWar II, wrote

Radosh, Ho courted President
Franklin Roosevelt, ap-
pealing both to Roosevelt’s
anti-French sentiments and
to America’s Declaration of
Independence and American-

style liberty as he sought sup-
port for driving the French
out of Indochina.
All dictators have found

apologists in America, wheth-
er it is actor Sean Penn cozy-
ing up to the late President
Hugo Chavez ofVenezuela
or the elites who supported
Fidel Castro and theMarxist
revolutionary Che Guevara.
All dictators have attempted

to show they have a rational
side. The late Soviet dictator
Yuri Andropovwas said to en-
joy Scotch and American jazz.
Hitler’s propagandists showed
himwith little girls whowere
of the same age as Jewish
girls he had ordered killed.
The Fascist Italian dictator
BenitoMussolini supposedly
made the trains run on time.
Stalin’s gulags were so good,
claimed American journalist
Anna Louise Strong, people
applied for admission. Strong,
who nevermet a communist
she didn’t like, also praised
China’sMao Zedong.
It’s one thing forVietnam-

ese leaders to promote the

fiction that Jefferson was
a role model for Ho Chi
Minh, but quite another for
President Obama to spread
this propaganda. I heard the
same preposterous assertion
from aVietnamese govern-
ment official when I visited
Hanoi last December.
Rep. Sam Johnson, R-Tex-

as, who spent seven years as
a POW in the Hanoi Hilton,
isn’t buying it. Johnson said
in a statement issued by
his office: “Sadly, when it
comes to individual liberty,
the president doesn’t have
a clue.What an insult to the
POWs brutally tortured at
the merciless hands— and
rifle butts — of our captors.
This is a slap in the face to
those who served – and es-
pecially those who paid the
ultimate price for freedom
during that dark time in
history. Let me tell you, there
was nothing ‘free’ about my
seven years in captivity in
Hanoi —more than half of
that time in solitary con-
finement. As a fellow POW
etched on a prison cell wall,
‘Freedom has a taste to those
who fight and almost die
that the protected will never
know.’”
Who sounds more Jeffer-

sonian?
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OPINION

Howlong a leap is it from ABC
administrators’ mistakes in the
office to agents’ misjudgments

in the field?
Alcoholic Beverage Control policies

are not always followed even by the
department’s leaders, records show.
Granted, misusing criminal database

information might not be as egregious
as terrifying three innocent women,
and arresting one of them, after botch-
ing an underage beer investigation.
(Then again, it might — depending on
how the data are misused.)
But the department’s history of care-

lessness toward proper procedures,
and even common sense, builds a
picture of an agency so accustomed to
having its own way that its personnel
have forgotten they work for the good
of the taxpayers.
Investigation by The Daily Progress

(“ABC broke with policies numerous
times, records show,” July 27, online)
shows several critical failures.
In the worst of them, an ABC spe-

cial investigator tricked a colleague
in order to access criminal database
information for personal use, then
initially lied to auditors about it. Only
eventually did she come clean.
Meanwhile, efforts to improve

standards and accountability were
thwarted. A highly decorated former
police officer who led the agency’s law
enforcement bureau was moved out of
that job after agents rebelled against
his efforts to standardize practices and
promote accountability, according to
people close to the agency.
But an agent who headed ABC’s

Lynchburg bureau was transferred
to a similar job after a supervisor
witnessed an altercation with other
agents at a Lynchburg firing range,
according to court records. That agent
then headed the Staunton bureau,
where he later was in charge of the
botched case in which a half-dozen
non-uniformed officers surrounded
the vehicle of three young women who
were simply buying water, ice cream
and cookie dough; one agent pulled a
gun, and another tried to break a win-
dow of the vehicle with his flashlight,
according to ABC records.
That same agent also was allowed

to ignore an ABC policy then in effect
requiring him to live within 50 miles of
work, according to court records
Records also show that the four high-

est-ranking ABC officials used state ve-
hicles to commute to and from work,
although an executive order prohib-
ited the practice except in cases where
officials might be expected to respond
to “job-related emergencies.”
Except for the deceitful agent, per-

haps no single one of these failures
is highly egregious. But together they
indicate a pattern of misjudgments
and indifference toward proper action
and procedure.
That pattern might extend to mis-

judgments in the field.
Something must explain why half-

dozen plainclothes agents swarmed
three unarmed young women, pull-
ing a weapon and terrorizing them
in the mistaken belief that they had
purchased beer. And so far, no better
explanation exists than that ABC is a
bureaucratic culture run amok.

Editorial

Patterns at
ABC point
to problems

Letters to the Editor

Questions persist in ABC case

Thomas Jefferson and Ho Chi Minh

The Alcoholic Beverage Control saga
ofmistakes by agents andmisman-
agement by administrators goes on
—beginning with the Barracks Road
sparkling water fiasco and continuing
with: reluctance of officials to discuss
the issues; the purchase, for hundreds
of thousands of dollars, of some sort of
vehicular behemoth for field operations
(including $6,000 for interior furniture);
and, most recently, a story of top ad-
ministrators driving agency vehicles to
and fromwork (“ABC broke with poli-
cies numerous times, records show,”
The Daily Progress, July 27 online).
The public and the press have raised

some important questions.Why should
six armed agents be assigned to look
for underage beer buyers? Is a $750,000
mobile command unit needed? And
most generally, is this an agency that
has run amok?
A deeper question needs to be ad-

dressed. Is alcohol control really that
big a deal in a state facing financial and
sociological challenges onmany fronts?
Sure, when organized crime is

involved or there aremajor viola-
tions, these need to be confronted. But
our transportation system is choked,
much of our infrastructure is rotting,

our schools need help and we have an
abundance of poor and hungry citizens.
My guess is that the ABC could do an

adequate job for a tenth of its budget.

HENRIK A. SCHUTZ
Fluvanna County

Public needs say in bypass plans
The proposed U.S. 29 Bypass is ac-

companied by some unusual events
going back to themidnight resurrection
of the bypass idea, an idea that had
been soundly rejected as too expensive
and inadequate.
Certainly, there are some special in-

terests associated with the bypass that

stand to benefit.
A second problemwith the proposed

bypass is the use of “design and build”
procedure. This seems like a rather
loose approach.Who isminding the
costs?
And seemingly dismissed by a wave of

the hand are all of the aesthetic aspects
— access ramps, planting, drainage and
other features that might be described
as amenities.
It seems that the only one whose

interests are not protected is John Q.
Public, the one who is picking up the
check.

ALBERT M. BOTTOMS
Albemarle County
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Letters to the Editor flowed in to The Daily Progress throughout the course of months of reporting. A sampling:



OPINION

Second of two parts

It’s no surprise that the story of theABC agents and the wrongly jailed
University ofVirginia student has

generated universal outrage.
What is perhaps surprising is the

depth and breadth of response. This
story has gone national, generating
criticism forVirginia’s Alcoholic Bever-
age Control from across the country.
ABC deserves that criticism on the

case as it stands.
But below the surface, there is a deep-

er component of the public’s reaction.
To put it starkly: Toomany people

are scared. Toomany people now fear
the very authorities who are charged
with protecting them and whom they
formerly trusted.
We don’t want to overstate this— yet

we don’t want to understate it, either.
The revolution of law enforcement

into an “us vs. them”mentality has
been viewed bymany Americans as a
non-issue or, worse, as amanufactured
issue— a product of the fevered brains
of unhinged conspiracy theorists.
But this story has transcended that.

It has unsettled average Americans
who normally would not have given a
thought to such claims.
This story connects with almost ev-

eryone. Its core elements— vulnerable,
innocent young women, frightened
out of their wits by a group of shout-
ing, gun-toting, non-uniformed agents
— naturally generate sympathy for the
women and suspicion of the agents.
This could bemy daughter, people

realize. And their unease escalates.
Do the agents deserve the level of op-

probrium they are receiving?
Perhaps, perhaps not.
But theVirginia ABC story now has

becomemelded with toomany other
stories about the overreach of law en-
forcement. It has become symbolic of a
much larger crisis.
Just a couple of years ago, this com-

munity similarly was outraged when
carloads of police in full SWAT regalia,
guns drawn, burst into the home of
a 53-year-old teacher and his elderly
mother.
They did not have a search warrant.
They were acting on suspicion that

marijuana was growing in the woods
near theman’s house. On a court
appeal, the teacher eventually was
declared innocent of the charge.
The issues are similar in both cases.

Was it necessary tomuster such a show
of force for suchminor alleged crimes?
Was it necessary to frighten innocent
people— an elderly mother, three
young co-eds—with drawnweapons
andmilitary-style confrontation?
Public opinion says “no.”
Americans have become aware of

similar stories from other communi-
ties, where heavily armed teams of
officers burst into homes— sometimes
the homes of the innocent— frighten-
ing residents, killing pets, sometimes
even killing innocent occupants.
Whether the ABC agents deserve all

the current criticism, that criticism
carries amessage that law enforcement
agencies should heed:Yourmission is
to serve and protect, not oppress and
intimidate. And the public is grow-
ing increasingly impatient with your
lapses.

Editorial

Use of force
unsettling
to a nation

Letter to the Editor

Motivations questioned in ABC arrest

A long-term commitment to matrimony

In considering the erroneous arrest
of Elizabeth Daly by Alcoholic Bever-
age Control officers in April, let’s not
lose sight of the real problem.While
the officers’ behavior in the moment
reflected numerous serious errors of
judgment (acting rashly on amis-
guided hunch, approaching a young
woman in a dim parking lot other than
respectfully and from a safe distance,
brandishing a firearmwhen she be-
haved as women should behave under
such conditions, etc.), all of this could
still be understood as a serious mistake
made in the heat of the moment. But
what followed raises far more serious
questions.
Why, after hearingMs. Daly’s story,

would any responsible officer not
simply end thematter there, instead
arresting the woman who had been
victimized?Why would Charlottesville
Commonwealth’s Attorney Dave Chap-
man wait months to drop an obviously
bogus case?Why would the ABC con-

tinue even now suggesting Ms. Daly
“panicked” when she behaved exactly
as women are supposed to when ap-
proached by non-uniformed strangers
flashing badges in a dim parking lot?
The explanations that come tomind

are arrogance, a desire to intimidate
Ms. Daly, or to rally round the badge to
deflect citizen complaints.
In any case, it is these later behaviors

by both the officers andMr. Chapman
that are simply inexcusable.
We appropriately give our law

enforcement personnel an awesome
power.When they use it arrogantly to
defend their mistakes or to cover their
embarrassment, and when they seri-
ously harass an innocent 20-year-old,
then refuse to flat out apologize and
seek to make recompense, they need to
be held fully and publicly accountable.
As citizens and taxpayers, we should
demand no less.

JOSEPH P. ALLEN
Charlottesville
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EvanWolfson received a
B on the law school pa-
per that helped change

the world.
It was 1983 andWolf-

son, submitting the paper
required of all third-year stu-
dents at Harvard Law School,
had chosen a topic— consti-
tutional protection for same-
sexmarriage— seemingly
so far-fetched that some of
the distinguished scholars he
had asked to serve as faculty
advisers declined.
”Themore prominent,

more liberal ones who one
would have thought would
have beenmost supportive
were not,”Wolfson recalled
in an interview. “It’s not
that they were against it— I
think they didn’t see it as that
important or that likely to
happen and in some cases a
little bit trivial.”
A few gay couples had tried

tomake the argument in the
1970s, following the Supreme
Court’s declaration that laws
prohibiting racial intermar-
riage were unconstitutional,
andwere summarily laughed
out of court.
At the time, the nascent

legal movement on gay
rights was focusedmore on
combating anti-sodomy laws,
overturning policies that
excluded gays from being
allowed to enter the country,
dealing with issues of work-
place discrimination. Some
gay rights advocates didn’t
see the point of pressing for
inclusion in a traditional,

patriarchal system. For oth-
ers, marriage seemed a nice
notion but a foolish priority,
given the hostile landscape of
existing injustice.
Wolfson saw it differ-

ently. “You can’t say you’re
for equality but acquiesce in
exclusion from the central
social and legal institution of
this and every other society,”
he said. “What I felt was we
needed to transform the
movement from ‘wewant to
be let alone’ to ‘we want to be
let in.’”
Wolfson’s quest for the

freedom tomarry—he used
the term same-sexmarriage
in his paper, but now bristles
at its connotation of differ-
ence from“regularmarriage”
—has been transformed
from quixotic to attainable.
With the Supreme Court

ruling striking down the
Defense ofMarriage Act, the
federal government is out of
the business of discriminat-
ing against couples on the
basis of their sexual orienta-
tion.
Still, for the time being at

least, America remains a
patchwork nationwhen it
comes tomarriage rights. It
will require another, major

step for the court, one that
Wolfson believes is inevitable,
to declare thatmarrying the
person you love, regardless of
sexual orientation, is a funda-
mental constitutional right.
Wolfson’s story demon-

strates the force of idea
combinedwith execution.
It demonstrates how society
can be reshaped by the power
of a seemingly radical idea
matchedwith— indeed,
married to— a carefully cal-
culated, inch-by-inch strategy
for putting it into practice.
Themovement towardmar-

riage equality for gays and
lesbians in the United States
was inexorable, and certainly
other advocates have helped
drive the debate. But asmuch
as any individual,Wolfson
served to shape and acceler-
ate the still emerging reality of
same-sexmarriage. (Disclo-
sure:Wolfsonwas a classmate
in college and law school.)
Wolfson began practicing

law as a prosecutor, first for
BrooklynDistrict Attorney
ElizabethHoltzman, then
for Iran-Contra prosecu-
tor LawrenceWalsh. But he
moonlighted on gay rights
issues and eventually joined
Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund, where he
argued, and lost, the Supreme
Court case involving the Boy
Scouts’ right to exclude gay
scoutmasters.
Butmarriage remained his

priority, if not one universally
shared by those gay rights
advocates who feared push-

ing too far too fast. Ten years
ago, whenWolfson founded
Freedom toMarry, not a
single state allowed same-
sex couples tomarry. Today,
13 states and the District of
Columbia recognize the right
tomarry.
In 2011, after NewYork

joined those ranks,Wolfson
married his partner of 10
years, ChengHe, amolecular
biologist andmanagement
consultant. Just before our
interview,Wolfsonwas con-
sulting with an immigration
lawyer about his husband, a
Chinese-born Canadian citi-
zen eligible for a green card in
the wake of the DOMA ruling.
Still, his work is far from

done. For starters, 29 states
have constitutional amend-
ments banning same-sex
marriage. Only a Supreme
Court ruling can trump those.
“There’s no question where

it’s going. The only question
is how soonwe can bring
it home, and I believe it’s a
matter of years, not decades,”
Wolfson said. “At every stage
of this campaignwewere
told, ‘You can’t win in court.’
Wewere told, ‘You can’t win
in the legislatures; you can’t
win Republicans; you can’t
win beyond the coasts; you
can’t win at the ballot box.’
We’ve overcome every one
of those.Wewill make this
happen.”
It might be time to rethink

that B.
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ABC Investigation of the Incident of April 11, 2013  

 
 
Two Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control agents violated agency policy in an April 11 incident 

involving an encounter between ABC agents and three University of Virginia students, and several 

reforms and updates to ABC policies and procedures are necessary. This is ABC’s conclusion 

following an independent investigation of the incident conducted by the Virginia State Police. 

Conducted at the request of ABC Chairman J. Neal Insley, the Virginia State Police investigation 

includes interviews with the participating agents, the students, two citizen witnesses, the 

Charlottesville Commonwealth’s Attorney and Police Department personnel. The State Police 

investigation did not make recommendations for actions to be taken in response to its findings.  This 

review makes those recommendations. 

 
On the night of April 11, three young women left the Harris Teeter grocery store in Charlottesville’s 

Barracks Road Shopping Center. A female plainclothes ABC agent, looking for underage alcohol 

possession, observed the women and suspected they were underage and in possession of beer.  The 

agent and her partner approached the vehicle the women entered, displayed their badges and 

requested identification.  Four additional agents nearby, some of whom had just arrived from working 

another assignment, responded and surrounded the vehicle. As the events unfolded, one agent 

landed on the hood of the vehicle, one drew a handgun, and a third struck a window with a flashlight.  

Fortunately, no one was seriously injured.  

  
ABC deeply regrets the terribly unfortunate events of April 11. Three young women engaged in 

running errands, and several ABC special agents meeting prior to an undercover enforcement 

operation, converged at a grocery store parking lot. The decisions that were made and the actions 

that were taken during those ten minutes escalated into an incident with results that neither group 

intended nor desired. 
 
ABC officials reserved comment while the State Police conducted its independent investigation to 

ensure an unbiased and full account of the incident. Agency leadership and law enforcement 

personnel have done everything in their power to learn lessons from this experience and modify 

policies, practices and training to prevent a similar incident from ever occurring again in the future.  

The publication of the actual reports and interviews comprising the State Police investigation has 

been prevented by the entry of an expungement order.  Pursuant to the Code of Virginia and 

regulations of the Department of Criminal Justice Services, expunged records are required to be 

placed in a secure location in a sealed, separate file, unsealed only by order of the court.  By statute, 

it is unlawful for any person having or acquiring access to an expunged court or police record to open 

or review it or to disclose to another person any information from it without an order from the court 

which ordered the record expunged.  Violation of this provision is a Class 1 misdemeanor.   

 
Internal reviews and the independent investigation reveal that two ABC agents violated agency 

policies during this incident. The violations stem from an agent drawing his weapon and another agent 

striking the passenger window with his flashlight. 
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