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EDITORIAL

Last fall’s tempest over plans by 
the Cobb Development Author-
ity to award a 10-year property 

tax abatement to developer John Wil-
liams for his $103 million “River-
walk” offi ce/apartment project planned 
in the Galleria area did not go unno-
ticed by local legislators.

A bill has now been introduced 
in the Golden Dome with bipartisan 
support aimed at reining in the ability 
of such authorities to dole out such 
tax breaks with virtually non-existent 
public oversight or scrutiny.

The Riverwalk abatement would 
have fallen most heavily on the Cobb 
School District budget, toward which 
the bulk of local property taxes fl ow. 
Yet the board had no say, not even 
indirectly, in the awarding of the 
abatement, and did not even know of 
it until after the fact. The covert “raid” 
on the school board budget took place 
even though it was public knowledge 
the board was wrestling with how to 
deal with a $79 million budget defi cit 
this year.

The board ultimately fi led suit 
against the Authority in an attempt 
to preclude it from issuing the bonds 
involved. Meanwhile, other property 
owners in the Galleria reportedly started 
requesting county commissioners grant 
them similar tax abatements. 

Ultimately, Williams chose to 
withdraw his application for the 
incentives.

With this year’s legislative 
session just under way, state Rep. 
Steve Dollar (R-east Cobb), has 
introduced a bill aimed at avoiding 
a repeat of such events. Titled “The 
Development Authority Transparency 
and Accountability Act,” it would 
require development authorities to 
provide quarterly reports to their 
county government, local municipal 

governments and school boards. That 
would go far to prevent them from 
being blindsided like the Cobb school 
board was.

“People in Cobb County were 
shocked, and rightfully so, that 
an unelected and completely 
unaccountable board could approve a 
sweetheart deal to a single developer, 
that the county’s own professional staff 
had recommended not go forward, thus 
giving away millions of dollars of the 
county and school system tax revenue,” 
Dollar said.

In addition, Dollar introduced 
a resolution that would create The 
Development Authority Study 
Committee, which would consider the 
relationship between authorities and 
their governing bodies around the state. 
The Riverwalk case, you see, was being 
closely watched by other authorities — 
and school boards — around the state. 
Among other things, the committee 
will digest a state audit released in 
December that suggested development 
authorities need better-defi ned ethics 
policies and greater transparency.

Never was that made more clear than 
in the Riverwalk controversy.

“The taxpayers need more 
accountability from the appointed 
boards and the economic development 
community needs to know Cobb’s word 
can be trusted,” Dollar said.

And added state Rep. David 
Wilkerson (D-Austell), a co-signer, 
“Anytime another governmental entity 
is being impacted by a tax reduction or 
a reduction in their revenues, I think it’s 
important that they know.”

Unless the Legislature wants to see 
a repeat of what we recently endured, it 
should focus its attention on the issues 
and suggested solutions embodied 
in this proposed bill and pass it or 
something very similar.

EYEING THE AUTHORITIES
Bill would enhance public’s scrutiny of tax breaks
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Immigration program hurts other countries, weakens ours
By Executive Order our 

president has in effect 
changed immigration laws. 

He is pushing for Congress to 
make further changes. A purpose 
is for America to help world 
poverty by increasing the mem-
ber of immigrants we take in.

Former journalist and public 
policy expert Roy Beck reports 
the World Bank has provided 
some interesting insights 
regarding the world’s population.

It is estimated that 180 million 
people worldwide live in a country 
other than their birth nation. 
Immigration is a signifi cant factor 
in shaping our world. Every year 
since 1990, America has taken in 
one million immigrants.

The World Bank lists countries 
and regions in which people live 
on less that $2 per day in this 
order.                                                   

In Africa, 650,000,000, India 

890,000,000, China 480,000,000, 
Asia 810,000,000, 
and Latin America 
105,000,000 people live 
on less than $2 per day. 
That is over 3 billion 
people.

Mexico tends to 
defi ne countries with 
low incomes. 2.6 billion 
people live in countries 
with an annual income 
less than Mexico. Add 
that 2.6 billion to the 3 
billion with an income of 
less than $2 per day and that is 5.6 
billion people with a daily income 
less than Mexico.

Last year, the impoverished 
countries added 80 million new 
impoverished people to their 
population and we took in 1 million. 
Every year we take in 1 million and 
they add 80 million. Immigration 
can never reconcile these fi gures.

Our immigration program 
does not take in the least 
educated and poorest. The 
opposite is true. When 
we take in immigrants, 
we are removing them 
from a country where 
they are among those 
who are best able to help 
improve their country. 
Our immigration program 
hurts other countries 
while weakening our 
own physical and social 
structure. 

The only way to help world 
poverty is to do it where the 
people are, within their own 
countries. Bringing their most 
energetic and intellectual citizens 
here hurts our country and theirs. 

True, some immigrants make 
a positive impact on our culture. 
Their presence has benefi tted 
America and their contribution 

should not be denied. Others 
have joined our work force and 
contributed signifi cantly.

However, it is the horde 
of illegal immigrants that are 
draining our nation of vital jobs 
and resources. These are they 
who have learned how to “work 
the system” and live off of our 
government.

Most of our immigrants come 
from Mexico. Their government 
has even distributed materials 
and conducted classes in how 
to utilize services provided by 
our government. A signifi cant 
sidebar to this is the conversation 
circulating in Washington and 
the Vatican. Our president is to 
meet with the pope on March 
27. The White House issued 
this statement. “The president 
looks forward to discussing 
with Pope Francis their shared 
commitment to fighting poverty 

and growing inequality.”
Another way of saying that 

is redistribution of the wealth. 
Defi ned, that is socialism. 

For years compassion and 
common sense have grappled 
over the subject to be discussed 
in Rome. If all people were given 
the same amount of money and 
left free to manage it, inequality 
would result in short order. 
Character, capacity and work 
ethic would inevitably result in 
those who don’t have those traits 
losing their wealth and those with 
those traits increasing theirs. 

Generosity in helping persons 
in need is admirable and to be 
encouraged. However, Jesus said 
it well, “The poor you have with 
you always.”

The Rev. Dr. Nelson Price is 
pastor emeritus of Roswell Street 
Baptist Church.
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When I entered 
teaching, I did so 
out of love for 

learning and out of admira-
tion for my own 
teachers whom I 
wished to be like. 
I never knew that I 
would fall in love 
with teenagers. In 
spite of teaching’s 
negatives, I found 
teenagers to be 
trusting and mal-
leable. (They still 
are.) 

Looking the 
future in the face every 
day was an incredible 
experience. Seeing in 
the eyes of teens the 
hunger for meaning, 
accomplishment and 
yearning for overcoming 
family struggles drew me to 
teenagers like a magnet.

I learned quickly that 
wallowing with them in 
their need was not the 
answer. Subject matter — 
academic content — was 
the answer. Pitching their 
minds toward their future 
via solid school subjects 
was the answer. Giving 
them a taste of classical 
music, as opposed to giving 
them what they already 
had (rock), was the answer. 
Pointing them to other 
worlds and possibilities was 
the answer.

Trace Adkins, the country 
music star and spokesman 
for the Wounded Warrior 
Project, recorded a song 
that constantly reminds me 
of the joys of teaching and 
parenting. The song should 
touch the heart of every 
parent.

It is titled “You’re 
Gonna Miss This.” In the 
song’s narrative, a young 
bride is trying to make a 
humble apartment livable, 
wishing she and her 
husband had something a 
little nicer. When her dad 
drops by to help, he urges 
her not to fret too much 
because one day, “You’re 
gonna miss this.”

Further on in the song, 
and a few years later, a 

plumber is at the young 
couple’s newer residence. 
When their child edges 
in close to watch the 

plumber work, 
the young mother 
apologetically 
pulls him away. 
Unbothered, the 
plumber tells the 
young mother not 
to mind because 
one day, “You’re 
gonna miss this,” 
meaning the years 
when her children 
were annoyingly 

inquisitive.
The song, of course, is 

about the swift passage of 
time and how we worry 
about things which we will 
one day look back upon as 
pleasant and memorable.

Life being so fragile 
and fl eeting, it seems to me 
we should all the more try 
to interpret the events of 
life with an eye toward the 
future. How important will 
this or that crisis be fi ve 
years from now?  What’s 
more important, what our 
children think about us and 
our rules when they are 15 
or when they are 25?

There are many reasons 
why parents could be 
pessimistic about the future 
and the paths their children 
take. 

One is the current 
culture. Today, a home has 
to be incredibly strong to 
withstand the infl uences 
brought to bear on children 
when they leave home for 
school, the mall, a friend’s 
house, or even when they 
retire to their own bedroom 
that contains a television or 
a computer.

Today, adults on 
television use language that 
few parents would want their 
children to use. Through 
television programming, 
moral poison seeps into our 
homes.

Even when parents set 
and exemplify standards for 
their children, the culture 
at large — the world of 
entertainment, peers — often 

undermines them. 
Consider the impact of 

the common expression 
“designated driver.” The 
very expression is a cop-out, 
a surrender. It says to our 
teens, “If you drink …” or 
“When you drink…” be sure 
someone else drives. 

The same is true of the 
deceptive phrase, “safe sex.” 
The message in this moral 
white fl ag is “If you have 
sex …” or “Since you will 
probably have sex anyway 
…” use contraceptives.

If you drink? If you have 
sex? What a fl ight from 
parental confi dence, from 
moral authority, from trust in 
what you have taught your 
children to do and not do!

Not for a moment, 
however, can I consider the 
plight of today’s parents 
hopeless, even though I 
have seen countless teens 
snatched from good parents 
by the culture. Hope is 
justifi ed, though, only if 
we stop misjudging and 
underestimating youth. We 
misjudge youth when we 
believe they are victims of 
their hormones or that their 
musical tastes cannot be 
cultivated. Believing we 
should be their buddies, 
we relinquish the role of 
parenthood, which is to 
point and guide.

How we underestimate 
what our children are 
capable of! Allowing them 
to make up their own minds 
about morality or ethics isn’t 
leadership. It’s capitulation.

I would encourage every 
reader to Google and listen 
to the Trace Adkins song. It 
speaks of positive recall, but 
if parents let the culture raise 
their kids, their recall will 
not be pleasant. 

Incidentally, the plumber 
in the song also says to the 
young mother, “I’ve got 
two kids of my own; one’s 
26, the other’s 33.” A wise 
plumber!

Roger Hines is a retired 
high school English teacher in 
Kennesaw.
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FIGHTING THE CULTURE
Plight of parents: Raising children and ...
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