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RALEIGH—At the
state House the
other day, Demo-

cratic legislators toldme
they liked the budget’s
groundbreaking com-
pensation for the living
victims of the North
Carolina’s forced steriliza-
tion program. But they
said they could not vote
for the state budget, writ-
ten by the GOPmajority,
because of its hard cuts to
public education.
I don’t like the educa-

tion cuts either, or a lot of
what this legislature did,
so I could see their point.
Politicians have had to
make such hard deci-
sions since budgets were
invented.
But the current budget

aside, I should have posed
one question to the Dem-
ocrats:Why hadn’t they
supported compensation
several years before, when
their party ruled the state?
I’ve been wondering

about similar questions
ever since I entered the
compensation fight in
2002 as amember of the
Journal team that pro-
duced the investigative
series Against TheirWill.
It ran in December 2002,
setting inmotion the
events that led, the other
day, to North Carolina
becoming the first state in
the nation to offer com-
pensation to sterilization
victims.
When I first went to

work on the project, I
couldn’t believemy state
had even had such a
program. Terry Sanford,
who’d been the Demo-
cratic governor in the
early 1960s as the steril-
ization program honed in
on black girls and women
onwelfare, led the South
in peaceful integration.
He was also a friend ofmy
father’s.
In 2002, as summer

surrendered to fall, our
investigative team holed
up in an old section of the
Journal building, a section
where reporters a couple
of generations before us
had written glowingly of
the sterilization program.
The team, in addition

tome, wasWashington
correspondent Kevin
Begos (who initiated the
project), medical reporter
Danielle Deaver, editor
Scott Sexton and photog-
rapher Ted Richardson. I
had the fun part: frequent
forays out of our bunker,
traveling acrossmy native
coastal plain and parts
beyond, tracking down
victims and recording
their stories. I connected
viscerally to the victims,
with their courage and, in
spite of all, humor.
But it was also trou-

bling: seeingmy state in a
whole new darkness.
Back at the office, we

teammembers would
compare notes. I think
they were as incredulous
about some ofmy discov-
eries as I was about theirs,
including thatWinston-
Salem and some of its
most prominent families
and doctors were a bed-
rock of the sterilization
program, which ran from
1929 through 1974 and
was one of themost bru-
tal sterilization programs
in America. To “better
society” and trim the wel-
fare rolls, it declaredmore
than 7,600 people, mostly
of modest means, physi-
cally or mentally unfit to
reproduce.
Soon after our series

ran, Democratic state Rep.
LarryWomble ofWinston-
Salem began pushing for
compensation. As the
Journal’s local editorial
writer, then as the edito-

rial page editor, I urged
him on. In doing so, I kept
inmind that men sitting
inmy seat back in the day
had supported the steril-
ization program.
Womble was diligent.

But Democratic leaders
in the House basically
gave him lip service. So
did Gov. Mike Easley.
Gov. Bev Perdue worked
a lot harder through her
passionate advocate for
compensation, Char-
maine Fuller Cooper . But
as a Democratic governor
with both chambers of the
legislature in Democratic
control, Perdue wasted
precious political capital
by not pressing the issue.
Womble was betrayed. So
were victims like Elaine
Riddick and Nial Ramirez
and their families, who
bravely but in vain told
their stories to numerous
state committees.
Republicans took the

legislature in 2010, and
the governor’s mansion
in 2012. House Speaker
ThomTillis and Gov. Pat
McCrory both expressed
commitment to compen-
sation. Some of their fel-
low Republicans balked,
wondering why they
should bemaking amends
for a program created by
Democrats, one for which
Democrats failed tomake
amends.
Several people joined

the victims,Womble and
me in the fight, including
William C. Crawford, a
Winston-Salem advo-
cate, and Edwin Black,
the bestselling author of
the eugenics classic “War
Against theWeak.” At For-
sythTechnical Commu-
nity College, Jim Fortuna
and Guy Blynn, who teach
a class on the Holocaust,
invitedme, repeatedly,
to talk to the class about
compensation, and I glad-
ly accepted. Documentary

filmmakers, including
Jessica Pic and Sana Haq
ofWake Forest University
and Dawn Sinclair Shap-
iro, a national filmmaker,
helped keep up the pres-
sure.
Winston-Salem State

University held events
from early on that helped
the cause. Readers wrote
letters and sentme emails
in support of compensa-
tion, although others
wrote against it. Many
North Carolina newspa-
pers, including the News
& Record of Greensboro,
The High Point Enterprise
andThe Charlotte Ob-
server, joined us in back-
ing the compensation
cause. Established writers
such as Belle Boggs of
North Carolina are honor-
ing the victims through
their work.
Tillis and the governor

held firm for compensa-
tion. McCrory signed a
budget on July 26 that
includes $10million in
compensation for the
victims.
That action has en-

gendered an old debate:
Should we correct past
wrongs or address current
ones?
We should do both.
As it is, the $10million

for victims, while it cer-
tainly would have helped
with education needs, was
but a drop in the bucket
in the $20.6 billion bud-
get. And the Republicans
would havemade their
education cuts anyway.
To achieve compensa-

tion was a step forward
this state sorely needed to
make.
Gov. Sanford’s work for

peaceful integration will
stand for the ages. But he
failed to see the abuses of
the sterilization program.
His Democratic suc-
cessors failed to correct
them.
And while we should

celebrate the fact that
the Republicans finally
achieved compensation,
we should also remind
them to consider how
other actions they take to-
day will be viewed in the
future.

Betrayals,support,victory
in the compensation fight

There are two things
that the folks running
the General Assembly

and themoneyed interests
behind them are petrified
that people in North Caro-
lina will realize about this
legislative session.
No, it’s not the unprec-

edented assaults on voting
and women’s reproductive
rights. People already un-
derstand those regressive
and troubling decisions.
After all, there are not

many ways to spin the
fact that lawmakersmade
it harder for people who
disagree with them to
vote and that they put
new harsh restrictions on
access to abortion ser-
vices— nomatter how
intensely Gov. PatMcCrory
claims otherwise to try to
wiggle out of a clear and
concise campaign prom-
ise. He straightforwardly
broke the promise when
he signed the abortion bill
last week.
Lawmakers aremost

afraid that voters will un-
derstand that theymade
another round of deep
cuts to education and they
used themoney to give big
tax cuts tomillionaires and
corporations. And they
did it even thoughmost
respected economists told
them the tax cuts would
not create jobs and spur
new economic develop-
ment, which legislative
leaders continue to claim
every day.
Let’s start with educa-

tion. Legislative leaders
and the think tanks on the
Right are flailing to defend
the education budget as
criticism of the cuts con-
tinues to grow.
The budget slashes

funding formore than
5,000 teaching positions
and 4,500 teacher as-
sistants. Teachers will no
longer receive additional
pay for earning amaster’s
degree.
Funding is cut for

instructional support
personnel, school buses,
limited English proficiency
students and a host of
other programs.
The bottom line is that

lawmakersmade deep
cuts to public schools and
higher education this year
at the same time they were
doling out tax cuts tomil-
lionaires. Overall educa-
tion spending falls $481
million short over the next
two years of what it would
take to keep services at the
same level as 2012-2013.
It’s that number that

drives the Right crazy as
columnists and pundits
and legislative leaders
have been screeching that
education was not cut at
all, that this year’s budget
actually spendsmore than
last year.
That’s only true if you

present the numbers dis-
ingenuously. Every year
before the budget debate
begins, the Office of State
Budget andManagement
calculates something
called the base budget.
They come upwith that
number by taking the total
money spent last year and
then adding inflationary
increases, increased enroll-
ment and other expenses
that increase year to year.
The 2013-2014 base

budget developed by OS-
BM under the direction of
State Budget Director Art
Pope was $11.731 billion
for education at all levels,
public schools, commu-
nity college and the uni-
versity system.
The total education

budget approved by the
General Assembly and
signed by Gov. McCrory
was $11.472 billion— a
$259million cut. The bud-
get for the second year
cuts another $221.9mil-
lion from the base budget,
for a total of $480mil-
lion slashed fromwhat’s
needed to keep education
spending at the same level.

If you don’t adjust for
inflation and enrollment,
etc. you could argue that

more is
spent in
real dollars,
but that
means less
services, less
spending
per pupil,
fewer teach-
ers, fewer

teacher assistants, larger
classes— in other words,
budget cuts.
Schools have fewer re-

sources with which to edu-
cate students thanks to the
budget passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly and signed
by Gov. McCrory. That is
simply beyond dispute.
Then there is the tax

cut where the spinning
from the Right is also out
of control. Gov. McCrory
andmany conservative
pundits have claimed that
everyone will pay less in
taxes under the tax-cut
plan passed this year.
That’s false even when

only using the tax sce-
narios provided by the
Fiscal Research Division of
the General Assembly that
Republicans always cite to
explain their plan.
In one example, a

couple with two children
that earns $64,000 a year
will pay $2,700more. The
claims byMcCrory and
anyone else that all tax-
payers will receive a break
from the final tax plan are
blatantly false.
Some right-wing pun-

dits backed off that earlier
claim and now say instead
that most people will pay
less under the new tax
plan. But that is false, too.
The scenarios only apply
to individual taxpayers
that have specific and
unique financial charac-
teristics.
An analysis of the tax

plan using a comprehen-
sive and widely accepted
economic-incidence
model shows that roughly
80 percent of people will
paymore under the plan
while millionaires will pay
$10,000 less.
And finally, there’s the

most important claim of
all by the Right, that cut-
ting taxes on corporations
and the wealthy will boost
economic development
and spur job creation
which will benefit us all.
That’s their fallback an-
swer to everything, that
the economywill improve
and that helps everybody.
It’s what they based

their entire budget and
tax plan on, the guarantee
that lower taxes will create
jobs.
But that’s simply not

true, either. Four senior
economists told the Sen-
ate Finance Committee
that there is no consensus
that cutting taxes will
create jobs. One of them,
MikeWalden at N.C. State
and an adjunct scholar at
the John Locke Founda-
tion, went a step further
recently, telling the News
&Observer, “So will the
cut in state taxes set off
an economic boom in
North Carolina? I would
say based on the litera-
ture that I have looked at,
which is extensive, no.”
No, cutting taxes on

millionaires and corpora-
tions (while makingmost
families paymore) will not
create jobs. But they did it
anyway. And yes, cutting
teachers, teacher assis-
tants and other education
funding will hurt schools
and students. But they did
that anyway, too.
Bothmoves are not

only bad policy, they are
extremely unpopular with
the voters. That’s why
there is such uproar on the
Right these days. They are
terrified that people are
learning the truth about
what really happened on
Jones Street this summer.
NC Policy Watch

August is a time when
children get ready
for school and par-

ents let them go. Some-
times “letting go” begins
inMay.
My Allen and I reared

our two daughters in Elkin
on Dillon Avenue with a
split-rail fence on both
sides of our front lawn.
Al and neighbors Jim on
one side and Shorty on
the other had built the
fence with openings for
easy access to each other’s
property.
Among our three fami-

lies we had six children
plus a gaggle of neighbor-
hood kids, dogs, cats, a
black snake or two, some
horses, and so forth.
Except for the horses,
they all went back and
forth through the fence
openings from time to
time. Dillon Avenue and
its neighboring streets
provided a great place for
growing up. Eventually,
our children did.
On the daymy daugh-

ter Cathy and Jim’s daugh-
ter Ann graduated from
high school, I got up early,
made a pot of coffee, and
took a cup withme out-
side. Jimwas standing on
his side of the fence with
a coffee cup in his hand.
I strolled over tomy side
of the fence and we stood
there drinking coffee and
talking about the signifi-
cance of the day.
We discussed how the

neighborhood would
never be the same for us.
We said how proud we
were of our children but

how hard it was to finally
say goodbye to the family
life we knew. Our con-
flicting feelings of pride
and loss sat fresh on the
cusp of this brand-new
day.We had known the
time would comewhen
wewould have to let our
children find their way
without us.
“In order to keep our

children, we have to let
them go,” Jim said. His
words were like a parental
11th commandment sent
to set us straight.
That was 41 years ago.

During our children’s
childhood we sawDil-
lon Avenue grow upwith
them. Ours was the third
house built on Dillon.
When wemoved in 1956,
the area wasmostly unde-
veloped forest.
On seeing our vacant

lot for the first time, my
mother said, “This place is
real nice but won’t you be
lonely deep in the woods
with so few neighbors?”
She was greatly relieved

on subsequent visits
to see houses popping
up likemushrooms all
around.
Neighborhoods, like

their children, don’t stand
still. Kids grow up and
find their way elsewhere.
Death, no respecter of
age, takes some. Others
move away. New owners
move in with their chil-
dren and pets. The land-
scape changes.
Yes, neighborhoods

change despite our long-
ing to keep them as they
were when they belonged
to us. Like our children,
these places will domuch
better with growth and
change when they no lon-
ger need us to do it. Admit
it. Asmuch as we love the
“old days,” we wouldn’t
want to return to them.
We’ve changed, too, you
know.
Still, I remember those

days of my children’s
youth. I can hear the
cowbell Al nailed to the
outside of our screen
porch, and Jim’s wife
Sara’s whistle calling our
children home.
I see Shorty on his

riding lawnmower, and
his wife Jo shooing their
daughter Lorre’s cats from
the driveway, and their
son Steve with his buddy
David (or was it Mark?)

as first responders to the
smoke inmy kitchen
when I burned a pot of
beans.
With one glance into

the past, I can smell the
turning leaves of October
and the bursting blooms
of spring. In the woods
beyond what was our
back lawn, Cathy’s dog
and her sister Linda’s cat
rest with goldfish, ham-
sters and heaven knows
what else. I can hear Al’s
solemn backyard funeral
prayers for God’s blessings
on these small extensions
of our love, and see once
again our girls, their dad
andme, with Ann and
her brother Jimmy, and
other kids who happened
to pass by, all of us sing-
ing hymns while holding
hands near the newest of
tiny graves long dug and
oft-remembered.
Mymemory touches

the roses I planted along
the fencemore than 50
years ago. New neighbors
may notmiss them but
they still bloom forme.
“Good fencesmake

good neighbors,” wrote
Robert Frost in his poem
“TheMendingWall.”
Sometimes it’s the other
way around. I know that
a fence is good to lean on
when a good neighbor
leans on it with you. Both
of you will stay as long as
you need to, and when
it’s time to turn away, you
can.

Anne Adkins is a former newspaper
reporter and columnist for the
Elkin Tribune. She is a resident of
Salemtowne.
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Larry Womble never gave up
the compensation cause,
despite a 2011 car wreck
that almost killed him.

khrailey
Typewritten Text

khrailey
Typewritten Text
August 4, 2013

khrailey
Typewritten Text

khrailey
Typewritten Text




