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Sum It Up
The Sum It Up question from Sunday was: Are

you satisfied with the state budget the legislature
approvedWednesday?

There are not words strong enough to express
how dissatisfied I am with the budget! They are
joyfully and gleefully destroying our public-edu-
cation system and that is only the beginning of
the damage that they are joyfully and gleefully
raining down on our beloved state. I suppose
they think that if they can keep people ignorant
enough they will continue to stay in office.

CYNTHIA GOUGH NANCE

❖ ❖ ❖

The state budget takes more money from the
poor and shovels more to the rich. How can this
in any way be commendable? I cry for our chil-
dren; I cry for the poor; and I cry for the good
but misguided Republicans who support this
monstrous, anti-Christian philosophy that wants
to tear down every good thing our state has ever
accomplished.
I realize that the Democrats who preceded this

legislature weren’t perfect, but for the most part,
they wanted North Carolina to succeed. If these
legislators have any vision for our future, how
can it be anything but a vision of ineffective gov-
ernment and servitude to corporate masters who
will get fat on our labor and our resources while
generously tossing us crumbs?

JANE FREEMONT GIBSON

❖ ❖ ❖

North Carolina has fallen to 46th in spending
on schools and teacher salaries. The new bud-
get will help us win the race to the bottom.Will
we then challenge Bangladesh in the business-
friendly category?

CHARLES E.WILSON

❖ ❖ ❖

The budget is a painful illustration that the
powers that be in this year’s General Assembly
(and the governor, for that matter) are puppets
for the wealthy with no interest in the lower
andmiddle classes. I am not satisfied with the
budget or the majority of other actions taken by
this year’s legislature. As a body, the majority has
proven it has not heart, brain or vagina.

STEVE LAWSON

❖ ❖ ❖

The state budget is a godsend if you enjoy:
◆ Looking after the wealthy at the expense of

those less fortunate;
◆ Dismantling public education;
◆ Spending money to suppress the vote.

RUDY DIAMOND

❖ ❖ ❖

New tax breaks for the wealthy? Loss of tenure
for teachers and no cost-of-living raises for state
employees? Public money allowed to be used
for private-school vouchers? Broken campaign
promises? Satisfied with this state budget? Not
hardly. These are dark days for N.C.

EDWIN BLAKEWADDELL

❖ ❖ ❖

Well, let’s see. Five-hundred million dollars in
tax cuts for the wealthy and already profitable
corporations and $500 million in funding cuts
for N.C.’s public schools.
If you have children or grandchildren in N.C.’s

public schools, you should not only be dissatis-
fied with this budget, you should be mad and
scared.

KAM BENFIELD

❖ ❖ ❖

Absolutely, I couldn’t be happier. I only wish it
would have happened sooner. It will take contin-
ued legislation to correct the liberal misconduct
that has shaped legislation for the past 100 years.
Look at what they did to Detroit.

DONWOLFE

❖ ❖ ❖

The radical-right lawmakers designed and
pushed through the legislature the budget to en-
rich the rich, squeeze the working middle class,
gut the Earned Income Tax Credit for the work-
ing poor and slash social services for the needy
and education funding for pre-K through univer-
sity. A lot of people will be adversely affected.
It is obvious who will be satisfied with the

budget.Who will be smiling? Only the diehard
ideologues like Art Pope who has been dreaming
for this moment for decades and reaps a hand-
some return for his political investment.

BOON T. LEE

❖ ❖ ❖

Yes, I am very satisfied with the budget. Not
so much because it is right, I am sure there will
be things that are dead wrong, but because it is
causing so much uproar amongst the liberals.
That proves it is an early step in breaking the
century-long hold. The Democratic vote-buying
era is finally at an end.

KEN HOGLUND

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments.

To participate in The Readers’ Forum, please
submit letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com.
Please write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject
line and include your full name, address and a
daytime telephone number. Or you may mail let-
ters to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159,Win-
ston-Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to ed-
iting andmay be published on journalnow.com.
Letters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers
are allowed one letter every 30 days, but writers
may respond to “Sum It Up” every week.
For more guidelines and advice on writing

letters, go to journalnow.com/opinion/sub-
mit_a_letter.
The Journal welcomes original submissions

for guest columns on local, regional and state-
wide topics. Essay length should not exceed 750
words. The writer should have some authority
for writing about his or her subject. Our email
address is: Letters@wsjournal.com. Essays may
also be mailed to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box
3159,Winston-Salem, NC 27102. Please include
your name and address and a daytime telephone
number.

A landmark
victory, at last

A18 THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2013 WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL

The Readers’ Forum

journalnow.com
click on opinion

Sterilization compensation

When Gov. Pat McCrory signed the state budget Friday, he
sealed a landmark victory for sterilization victims.
“Hallelujah!”Willis Lynch, 80, ofWarren County told our edito-

rial board. He was sterilized in 1948, when he was 14, a scared
resident of a state reform school.
Back in the day, the Journal supported our state’s

forced sterilization program, as did some of our
city’s most prominent families and doctors, along
with their counterparts statewide. But for almost 11
years, this newspaper has been on a march toward
justice with those victims, fighting for compensa-
tion.
The budget includes $10 million for the vic-

tims, making North Carolina the first state in the country to offer
money to such victims.
The long fight had been followed around the world. But after

the effort fizzled in the state Senate last year, many observers
wrote it off as over.
The victims kept pushing, telling their stories on our editorial

pages, just as they’d always done. They were used to the national
media embracing them for a bit and then forgetting them. In the
end, their victory sailed in sleeper-style. There had been little talk
in the legislature about compensation this summer, despite con-
stant prodding in our editorials.We, and the victims, also pushed
state House Speaker Thom Tillis to win through budget negotia-
tions with his counterpart in the state Senate, Phil Berger.
In the end, that’s howTillis pulled it off, no doubt buttressed by

his knowledge that we’d gotten the governor on record as support-
ing compensation.
Today, once again, we honor all of the more than 7,600 victims

of the program, especially the ones who have courageously spo-
ken out on this page and in other forums: Nial Ramirez. Elaine
Riddick. Dale Hymes. Annie Buelin. Ernestine Christie. Willis
Lynch. Charles Holt. Janice Black. And we honor Lela Dunston,
who died last summer. She died waiting for help, like so many
other victims.
The program, which ran from the Great Depression through

Watergate, was one of the harshest in the nation and honed in
on whites, black and American Indians, almost all of whom were
poor. In its last years, it concentrated on black girls and women
— genocide.
Since soon after the Journal published the 2002 investigative

series Against TheirWill, politicians have rendered in vain prom-
ises of help for those rendered barren by a state that deemed them
mentally or physically unfit to reproduce. But oneman, Democrat
Larry Womble of Winston-Salem, took up the compensation
cause and never gave up, despite a December 2011 car wreck that
almost killed him and led him to retire from the state House to
concentrate on his recovery. He was outraged by the state pro-
gram aimed at “bettering society” and reducing the welfare rolls.
Tillis, a Republican, took up the fight in earnest in January

2012, telling our editorial board he was committed to seeing it
through.
The compensation package isn’t perfect. It sets up a process by

which verified, living victims will share in the $10 million pool, or
designate their heirs do so. For the past couple of years, compen-
sation advocates had pushed a figure of $50,000 for each living
victim. Depending on how many victims come forward, the vic-
tims could easily see less than that amount. But there’s always the
chance that few will come forward and they could each receive
more than $50,000. The money will be distributed in June 2015.
That allows time to give thorough review to all claims. The vic-

tims we often talk to, quite understandably, don’t like the fact that
themoney could be less than $50,000, and that it will be two years
before they see anything. But they’re happy that the state is finally
doing something.
For his part, Tillis, who is running for a U.S. Senate seat with

a 2014 primary in sight, no doubt realized his time as speaker is
coming to an end, and the next speaker might not embrace the
compensation cause. He also probably realized that, while no
amount of money can restore those stolen reproductive rights,
money is the real and symbolic way we settle scores in this coun-
try, whether it’s through civil suits compensating accident victims
or state payments to the wrongly imprisoned.
In the months ahead, we’ll be pressing Tillis and the rest of

the legislature to aggressively reach out to sterilization victims,
help them qualify for compensation, and make sure the money
is delivered fairly in 2015. We’ll also cheer on the efforts of other
states as they try to emulate North Carolina’s groundbreaking
compensation push. Virginia is already making nascent steps in
that direction.
But for now, we join with the victims in savoring a victory that

has been a long time coming.
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“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region.
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the same.
We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and sometimes
aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our opinion of

what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”
— The Journal Editorial Board
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