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The backlash
George Zimmerman, Paula Dean, even the

backlash from the Cheerios commercial. All the
while that we have our first black president. Coin-
cidence? I think not. Maybe that just brought out
more fear from the intolerant.

However, I see this as not just racial, but also
class struggle. As I listened to the Anderson Coo-
per interview with one of the Zimmerman trial
jurors, it was clear that the woman had no idea of
the life of those less privileged.

She commended “George” for defending the
neighborhood. Just that statement alone puts
human life at lesser value than the electronics or
whatnot that petty criminals might steal. On the
other hand, the juror didn’t understand “them”
— the Trayvon Martins and Rachel Jeantels. She
saw them as uneducated people to feel sorry for.
People whose lives are less important?

And then there’s Paula Dean; with her millions
and millions of dollars, she couldn’t see the wrong
in a slave-themed wedding reception?

As long as there is racial profiling and class
struggle in this country, it is not the United States
of America, for that America was born from this
central idea: “We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and
the pursuit of Happiness.”

ANNE SELLITTI
WINSTON-SALEM

An absurd perspective
In Gov. Pat McCrory’s letter to the Journal,

“A powerful comeback” (July 18), he shows his
absurd perspective before he gets out of his first
paragraph.

“Vital reforms in education” means crippling
our schools’ ability to do their jobs by paring back
desperately-needed funds from kindergarten all
the way up to the UNC system.

“Economic development” means more money
to the rich and paltry money to those who need it
most.

“[Reforms in] energy” means getting rid of
necessary environmental reforms and restric-
tions, even as our planet cries out to us that it is in
distress.

McCrory cares not for the majority of citizens
in North Carolina, or for those poor and unem-
ployed whose assistance he wants to pull out from
under them. All that matters to him is almighty
business and the rich, fat cats whose money got
him and his fellow clowns elected. They are truly
making North Carolina a laughing stock through-
out the U.S., not only in, as McCrory calls it, the
“liberal” New York Times.

ALAN J. HAUSER
BOONE

Increasing dismay
As someone who has watched with increasing

dismay the continuing breakdown of effective
mental-health care in North Carolina, the cur-
rent reported conflict between Forsyth County
Commissioner Everette Witherspoon and lo-
cal mental-health advocate Laurie Coker about
CenterPoint Human Services council meeting at-
tendance is another illustration of the breakdown
(“Advocate blasts official’s absences,” July 17).

As a musician, no matter how much I know
about music and my instrument, if I do not play,
that knowledge is not very useful. As a minister, I
may know more about my congregation than any-
one else, but if I am not present at its gatherings,
such knowledge is not helpful to anyone.

All politics and emotional baggage from past
conflicts aside, anyone – and especially an elected
official charged with serving his or her constitu-
ents – who agrees to be a part of a committee that
strives to serve the community should attend its
meetings. Period.

BRADLEY BENNETT
WINSTON-SALEM

Set an example
I am sorry to hear that Forsyth County Com-

missioner Everette Witherspoon is so busy that he
cannot set an example to others by fulfilling his
obligations (“Advocate blasts official’s absences,”
July 17). Here is a newsflash: most people are busy!

By accepting a seat on CenterPoint Human
Service’s board of directors, Witherspoon says that
he will represent the interests the citizens of For-
syth County via the county commissioners, yet he
has an absentee record of more than 75 percent.
If a student or employee had that kind of record, it
would be considered a serious problem. Why is it
not a problem here?

He states that because he is employed in the
mental-health field, he doesn’t need to be at all
the meetings. I would think that is an even greater

reason to attend, so that he can share his knowl-
edge with those who are not as well informed. Just
because he has extensive knowledge in the field,
that does not mean he is so smart that he cannot
learn more.

As a parent dealing with the mental-health sys-
tem, I want my representatives to be enthusiastic,
to be present and to be knowledgeable. If they
cannot fulfill those goals, then they should step
aside to make room for someone who can.

FRANCES M. MILLER
WINSTON-SALEM

Other options
Shouldn’t all men who are against abortion be

required to have vasectomies so they can’t get
women pregnant? Shouldn’t they also be denied
Viagra?

Also, shouldn’t women who are against abortion
be denied birth control or any kind of contraception?

I am sure, if someone wanted to pass laws like
that, they would all shut up, sit down and mind
their own business.

Why do they think it is any of their business
what other people do with their own bodies? They
are not concerned about women’s health or safety,
they just want to control other people and push
their views on them.

Would they all be willing to take all the children
who have no one to take care of them and raise
them? I doubt that very much.

Their actions may come back to haunt them
someday.

GAIL C. BRAY
RURAL HALL

Cut off
I completely agree with The New York Times

editorial “The Decline of North Carolina” criticiz-
ing Gov. Pat McCrory’s policies. When is McCrory
going to wake up and smell the coffee? If people
as far away as New York can see what he’s doing
to our poor and destitute, why can’t McCrory and
our other elected officials here?

I’m 58 and worked for 44 years (since age 14)
and I find myself unemployed. I’ve got over 20 ap-
plications in at various places. They tell me over
the phone, “Yes, come put in an application,” but
as soon as they see how old I am, it’s the end of
the story. I might as well put in my resume that
I’m 58 and can’t work like a teenager anymore. (Il-
legal, but it’s common.)

When will McCrory and the other Republicans
realize that all they are doing is hurting the poor
people? The rich and middle class don’t care if
they’re cut off unemployment, food stamps, etc.

Hooray for the Moral Monday protesters.
JAMES HENDRIX

WILKESBORO

Toxic product
In reference to Rep. Virginia Foxx’s guest col-

umn, “American energy, American made” (July
12), natural she is all for the Keystone tar sands
pipeline that would carry this toxic product clear
across the middle of this country. That would
benefit Big Oil and the fat cats would get fatter. It
would also result in a lot of temporary jobs, but to
the detriment of the environment.

Also, there is the matter of the huge amount of
hazardous by-product that will be dealt with by
the refineries. I guess they can just dump it out
there in the Gulf of Mexico to keep company with
the BP sludge.

So who does Foxx really represent? I wonder
how many thousands of joints there would be in
that pipeline, each one subject to rupturing just
like the ExxonMobil pipeline spill in Mayflower,
Ark., in March.

JEFF WEAVIL
GERMANTON

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or you may mail letters
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing
and may be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are
allowed one letter every 30 days, but writers may
respond to “Sum It Up” every week.

The Journal welcomes original submissions for
guest columns on local, regional and statewide
topics. Essay length should not exceed 750 words.
The writer should have some authority for writing
about his or her subject. Our email address is:
Letters@wsjournal.com. Essays may also be mailed
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159, Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Please include your name and
address and a daytime telephone number.
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Republicans deliver
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A12 TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2013 WINSTON-SALEM JOURNAL

The Readers’ Forum

journalnow.com
click on opinion

Sterilization compensation

The state budget

Cheers to state House SpeakerThomTillis and Senate President
Pro Tem Phil Berger for agreeing on a budget that finally includes
compensation for the living victims of the state’s forced steriliza-
tion program. Once the members of their chambers approve this
budget, it heads to Gov. Pat McCrory, a compensation supporter,
for his signature.

North Carolina, on the verge of becoming the first state in
the country to compensate sterilization victims, is about to
make history. Sunday night, Tillis and Berger said in a joint press
release that they’d included compensation in the state budget.

The amount included is $10 million. Sterilization
victims that the Journal editorial board has often
profiled on this page told us that they finally felt
vindicated in their battle.

“I mean we worked hard, you know?” Annie
Buelin told our editorial board Monday. Buelin,
who was sterilized in Surry County when she was
13, has been a vocal advocate for compensation.

This long, hard fight began in 2002, when the
Journal published the investigative series “Against Their Will.”
The series initiated by reporter Kevin Begos detailed, for the first
time, the inner workings of the program, one of the most brutal
in the country. From 1929 through 1974, the program sterilized
more than 7,600 men, women and children to “better” society
and reduce the welfare rolls. The state played God, deeming these
whites, blacks and Indians of modest means mentally or physi-
cally unfit to reproduce.

North Carolina charged on with its program even after most
other states stopped.

Soon after our series ran, state Rep. Larry Womble of Winston-
Salem took up the fight, never relenting, even after a car crash in
December 2011 that almost killed him and caused him to leave
the legislature to focus on his recovery. Tillis fully embraced the
compensation cause in early 2012 and never let up.

The House and Senate chambers and Gov. McCrory will still
have to sign on the budget, but we suspect they’ll be on board.
What’s most important is that Sen. Berger, who had been hesitant
on compensation, is now on board.

We’re about to show the world that we’re a state that believes in
compassion and justice, in a groundbreaking way.

The compromise state budget released Sunday night and
almost certain to be approved by the House and Senate this week
moves North Carolina spending policy fully into the ideological
homeland of the Republican legislators who designed it.

The $20.6 billion spending plan for this fiscal year — legislators
went a few weeks past the July 1 start of FY 2014 — represents 2-
percent growth over this year, but is still well below inflation- and
population-adjusted state budget levels of just a few years ago.

Republican leaders call it fiscally responsible and incorporate
their tax changes into revenue forecasts. The biennium budget
will have $524 million less to spend because of revenue cuts. In
future years, even deeper reductions in potential revenue result
from the tax plan.

Public education is affected in a number of places. Teachers
will go at least another year without a raise, and Senate leader
Phil Berger’s plan to end teacher tenure is incorporated into the
budget. State teacher pay was among the lowest in the nation this
year.

The budget also cuts $120 million from the budget for teach-
ers’ aides, eliminating 21 percent of those jobs.

In lieu of a raise — teachers have had one 1.2-percent raise
in the last five years now — teachers will become eligible for a
$23.6 million merit-pay system based on performance reviews.
The budget also includes a $10-million fund to help low-income
students pay for private education.

Five years after the devastation of the Great Recession, legisla-
tors continue to rebuild the state’s reserves, providing an extra
$230 million for the Rainy Day Fund, bringing its projected 2015
balance above $600 million.

But all in all, the GOP, as expected, has delivered a tight bud-
get.
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“We stand firmlywithWinston-Salem and our region.
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our

leaders, andwe’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the same.
We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and sometimes
aggravate. But wewill never hesitate in voicing our opinion of

what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”
— The Journal Editorial Board.
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