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Opinion

Sum It Up

The Sum It Up question from Sunday was:
Should Gov. PatMcCrorymeet with the leaders of
the “Moral Monday” protesters?

❖ ❖ ❖

He should, but he won’t.What would he say
when confronted with the truth, “You’re right, I’ll
cancel my special-interests-driven agenda”?

JANE FREEMONT GIBSON

❖ ❖ ❖

No, Gov. McCrory should not reward the bully-
ing behavior of these protesters, who convenient-
ly ignore that decades of their favorite, not-exact-
ly-moral policies now require painful corrections
by the current legislature. The protesters, though,
will likely continue to drain law-enforcement and
court resources week after week, for as long as
their union backers and the left-leaningmedia
stand in solidarity with them.

DEB PHILLIPS

❖ ❖ ❖

Yes. He claims to represent all North Carolin-
ians. He shouldmeet with and listen to the peace-
ful protesters rather than ordering their arrest.

DIANA CALAWAY

❖ ❖ ❖

No, he shouldn't, unless he is willing tomeet
with all the radical fringemovements in the state.

ROGER AMUNDSON

❖ ❖ ❖

Yes. But only if, as he claims, he truly represents
all of the people of North Carolina. If, likemost
politicians, he represents only those who happen
to agree with him, then he is likely to decline.

DAVIDM.MCMAHON

❖ ❖ ❖

Of course Gov. McCrory shouldmeet with any
group representing the interest of a large number
of citizens.Why would he not?Would he deny an
audience with representatives of Duke Power or
theMoore &Van Allen law firm?

CHARLES FRANCISWILSON

❖ ❖ ❖

I don’t have as dim a view of the governor as
some do. He shouldmeet with them and he will,
eventually. He just has to be a little obstructionist
right now to put on a good show for his base.
And asmore andmore North Carolinians wake

up and realize the extreme agenda of this legis-
lature and the harm it will do to our dear state,
they’ll speak up, and he’ll listen and he’ll compro-
mise. Things won’t be quite as awful for the un-
derprivileged as the legislature would like.

HENRY TUBB

❖ ❖ ❖

For Gov. McCrory tomeet with the leaders of
the "Moral Mondays" protesters, it would only
be for show on his part, to get his name and pic-
ture in the paper and to be able to say hemet
with the leaders. He would not change his mind
about anything because he does not care unless
someone is puttingmega-bucks in his campaign
coffers.

DIANAWARD

❖ ❖ ❖

He shouldmeet the protesters with fire hoses
and turn the dogs loose on them, too!

HAROLD DYSON

❖ ❖ ❖

I see no reason that the governor cannotmeet
with the group for fiveminutes or so.

TONY GAGLIARDI

❖ ❖ ❖

They had their chance to speak. It’s called the
ballot box. Themajority of the state’s voters also
spoke, saying we’re tired of paying for lazy people
who just want to sit at home collecting their un-
employment benefits. It’s time we put the state
back to work.
Anyway, since when is health care a right?

Nobody has a right to be taken care of. If Gov. Mc-
Crory wants to turn away free federal money for
health care, he has every right to. Better than let-
ting the Feds have another toe-hold in the state.
These fauxministers lining up in Raleigh to go

to jail don’t represent the Gospel. They represent a
liberal agenda that our state rejected last year.

HENRY LINCOLN

When You Write
The Journal encourages readers’ comments. To

participate in The Readers’ Forum, please submit
letters online to Letters@wsjournal.com. Please
write “The Readers’ Forum” in the subject line
and include your full name, address and a day-
time telephone number. Or youmaymail letters
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159,Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Letters are subject to editing
andmay be published on journalnow.com. Let-
ters are limited to 250 words. Letter writers are
allowed one letter every 30 days, but writers may
respond to “Sum It Up” every week.
Formore guidelines and advice on writing let-

ters, go to journalnow.com/opinion/submit_a_
letter.
The Journal welcomes original submissions for

guest columns on local, regional and statewide
topics. Essay length should not exceed 750 words.
The writer should have some authority for writing
about his or her subject. Our email address is: Let-
ters@wsjournal.com. Essaysmay also bemailed
to: The Readers’ Forum, P.O. Box 3159,Winston-
Salem, NC 27102. Please include your name and
address and a daytime telephone number.

Tillis, McCrory on the
verge of achieving it
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“We stand firmly with Winston-Salem and our region.
We’ll demand accountability and vision from our

leaders, and we’ll try to provide you, our readers, with the same.
We’ll advocate, celebrate, commiserate, berate and sometimes
aggravate. But we will never hesitate in voicing our opinion of

what’s best for Northwest North Carolina.”
— The Journal Editorial Board.

Sterilization compensation

Boone hotel deaths

Help for the victims of North Carolina’s forced sterilization pro-
gram is finally within sight. Gov. Pat McCrory put $10 million for
the living victims in his proposed state budget, and now, House
Speaker Thom Tillis has done the same. The governor and Tillis
must insist that Senate President Pro Tem Phil Berger join them in
getting compensation passed before the current legislative session
ends in the next few weeks.

Some victims have died waiting for help. The
living, like 79-year-oldWillis Lynch, worry that com-
pensationwill never come.Hewas sterilized in 1948,
when he was a resident of a reform school.
“They want me to die so they won’t have to help

me,” Lynch told our editorial boardTuesday.
For almost 11 years now, ever since the Journal’s

“Against Their Will” series revealed the inner work-
ings of the sterilization program, which would have

fit in well in Hitler’s Germany, politicians have given lip service to
compensation, then dropped the subject. As the years passed, our
state compensated the wrongly imprisoned and our country com-
pensated civilian victims of a mass shooting in Afghanistan. But
nothingwas done for the victims of one of themost brutal steriliza-
tion programs in the country, a program that ran until 1974.
Rep. Larry Womble of Winston-Salem kept pushing for com-

pensation. The victims, who ache in body and soul, kept telling
their stories in our editorials. And last summer, Tillis made history
by persuading his chamber to become the nation’s first to approve
compensation for sterilization victims.
Despite saying he supports compensation, Berger has yet to join

this righteous push.
Even if he doesn’t, we believe that the governor and Tillis will

prevail in getting compensation included in the final budget. They
know justice is long overdue.

If the investigation into the tragic deaths of an elderly couple
and an 11-year-old boy in separate incidents at a Boone hotel leads
to carbonmonoxide poisoning from a pool heater, then it’s time to
expand state law to require carbonmonoxide detectors in hotels.
Since 2011, state law has required detectors in new homes with

fuel-burning appliances, heaters, fireplaces or attached garages.
Similarly, detectors are required in rental apartments. But not
hotels.
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, invisible gas that is toxic to

humans and animals in high concentrations. It is produced when
there is not enough oxygen to produce carbon dioxide, such as
when operating a stove or heater in an enclosed space.
Boone police said an elevated level of carbon monoxide was

found in room 225 at the Best Western Plus Blue Ridge Plaza on
East King Street where the body of Jeffrey LeeWilliams, 11, of Rock
Hill, S.C., was found Saturday. A toxicology report had not been
completed, but a preliminary autopsy showed he died of asphyxia,
the Journal’s Wesley Young reported. The boy’s mother, Jeannie
Williams, 49, was also found in the room and was rushed to a hos-
pital in critical condition. She is reported to be improving.
Twomonths earlier, on April 16, Daryl Dean Jenkins, 73, and his

wife, Shirley Mae Jenkins, 72, of Longview,Wash., died in the same
room. Police saidMonday that toxicology reports showed they died
of carbonmonoxide poisoning.
Police andhealth inspectors are investigating the possibility that

a natural gas heater that is used to heat the hotel pool produced the
carbon monoxide. Room 225 is located above the pool area. State
and federal inspectors onWednesday visited the hotel, which will
remain closed, the Journal reported. We have to wonder why a
state inspection was not done after the first deaths occurred.
More than 500 people nationwide die each year from accidental

carbon monoxide poisoning and more than 20,000 seek treatment
in emergency rooms, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Twenty-five states, including North Carolina, have statutes

requiring carbon monoxide detectors in certain residential build-
ings. Connecticut andMarylandmandate detectors in schools. And
some states — it’s not clear how many — have started requiring
them in hotels.
The tragic deaths of these unsuspecting visitors to Boone should

bemore than enough for legislators to expand the requirements for
carbonmonoxide detectors to cover hotels and other places where
people congregate. There’s no doubt that carbon monoxide is a
serious public health threat.

Christian Zavisca Interim Managing Editor czavisca@wsjournal.com

State should require
carbon monoxide detectors
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