
     

March 19, 2021

Weekend Wrap-Up of News

Next Thursday: Join us for Day 1 of three-part
series focused on workforce management

Free for members of America's Newspapers

There’s no roadmap for gettingThere’s no roadmap for getting
business back to normal.  business back to normal.  
 
But no matter what challenges occur, employees
will look to managers to provide the leadership to
guide them into the next phase of the modern
workplace.
 
The Workforce Management Academy is an
intensive three-part series tackling the challenges
and providing solutions for publishers, managers
and human resources professionals.
 
With one day each month over three months,
participants will gain valuable skills and information
to react to the fast-changing conditions the next
few months are sure to bring. 
 
And each session will include a Roundtable
Discussion for managers to engage, ask questions
and share strategies with their peers.

READ MORE

Industry people
Midland Daily News names managing editor
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Dan Chalk has been named managing editor of the Midland Daily News in
Michigan. He succeeds Lori Qualls, who retired in February.

READ MORE

Deborah Lucy named vice president of corporate
law for Cox Enterprises

In her new role, Deborah Lucy will lead Cox Enterprises' Center of
Excellence for corporate law, providing support to tax, finance and
treasury groups, as well as continuing her role executing acquisitions and
investments with the company's Corporate Development teams.

READ MORE

America's Newspapers and Borrell Associates
launch newspaper advertiser research project

Gain exclusive access to critical
information showing what

advertisers are thinking and
planning!

No cost to participate.

Your newspaper's participation is
needed!

By participating in a new, ambitious research
project conducted by Borrell Associates in
partnership with America's Newspapers, members
have the opportunity to have exclusive access to
critical information to learn what advertisers are
thinking and planning.  

Participants also will receive:

First access to the insights from the project and
reports. Results are expected in mid-May.

Newspaper-level specifics, dependent on the
response rate from your market.

A list of advertiser-respondents, which creates
a great way for your staff to reach back out to the
participating advertisers.

Plus, access to future training sessions, sales
materials and other deliverables from America’s
Newspapers.

LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP TO TAKE PART
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Sunshine Week: Holding government officials
accountable to the people who employ them

A collection of columns & news reports from across the country

Public's right to know under threat
A year ago this week, the world descended into the throes of the COVID-19 crisis. It’s
fitting that our year of darkness appears to be ending as Sunshine Week 2021 gets
underway. (Kathy Kiely, Lee Hills Chair in Free Press Studies at the Missouri
School of Journalism — published in The Joplin Globe). READ MORE

Florida House passes bill that would end required
publishing of legal ads in newspapers
House Bill 35 would repeal a part of current Florida law that requires certain public

notices — tax increases, special elections, etc. — to be published in print newspapers. Those notices
provide Florida’s more than 100 newspapers with millions of dollars in revenue every year. (Miami
Herald) READ MORE

Government transparency is important
The citizens of Wyoming were the beneficiaries one week ago when the Wyoming Senate rejected a bill
that would have limited government transparency.

By a 20-9 vote, Senate File 17, a bill brought by Sen. Tara Nethercott (R-Cheyenne), would have allowed
cities, towns, counties and school districts to only place public notice information on their own websites.

Unfortunately, much of the discussions seemed focused on how the state’s newspapers would be
impacted if those notices were moved online. The issue should never be about saving money, but how to
best keep the public informed in a unbiased manner. (Cody Enterprise) READ MORE

Sunshine Week: Public records allow Ohioans to ferret out fact, call out
fiction
As a one-time newspaper reporter, Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost has a long-time appreciation of
sunshine and its role in enabling public oversight of government.

To mark Sunshine Week, Yost's office is releasing the updated 2021 version of the Ohio Sunshine
Laws manual or so-called "Yellowbook," a user's guide detailing Ohioans' rights to obtain records and
attend meetings. (The Columbus Dispatch) READ MORE

Public's right to know should be front and center, especially now, in
Texas
With state lawmakers immersed in the COVID-19 pandemic response and Texas’ electricity failures, the
public’s access to information must be at the forefront of the Legislature’s actions. Information allows
citizens to watch over their government, to speak out and to ask questions. There’s no better time than
Sunshine Week to emphasize the importance of the people’s right to know. (Kelley Shannon, executive
director of the nonprofit Freedom of Information Foundation of Texas — published in The Lufkin
Daily News) READ MORE

Open government is good government
We live in a nation that depends on public input to make government work and be responsive. We are not
given to simply accepting the dictates of our leaders, but requiring those leaders to be honest in their
dealings with the formation of rules and regulations and public policy. The stories often are not pretty, but
they are the ones that must be told for us to be able to enjoy the freedoms we have as Americans.
(Salem News) READ MORE
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Sunshine Week: Free press vital to democracy
There’s a reason we need a free press, despite its faults and foibles: Democracy won’t work without it.
(Gene Policinski, senior fellow for the First Amendment at the Freedom Forum — published in the
Lake City Reporter) READ MORE

High time for North Carolina to join government transparency states
Unfortunately, for as long as anyone can remember, North Carolinians have been forced to suffer under
the weight of one of the worst public records laws in the country. ... This sad state of public affairs could
change, thanks to a bill soon to be filed in the North Carolina General Assembly by Senators Bill Rabon
(R-Brunswick) and Norm Sanderson (R-Craven). The bill, entitled The Government Transparency Act of
2021, would open the door ever so slightly to public viewing of the reasons for terminating, promoting,
suspending, demoting or disciplining a government employee. From our perspective, it is a sea change
long overdue, and we strongly support the bill. (Paul Mauney, regional president of Adams Publishing
Group’s news publications in North Carolina, and Bill Moss, publisher and editor of
Hendersonville Lightning — published in The Sanford Herald) READ MORE

Industry news
Legislators examine proposed sale
of Courant parent Tribune
Publishing to Alden Capital

The impending takeover of the Hartford Courant
by a cost-cutting hedge fund, Alden Global Capital,
was decried in testimony Thursday before a
legislative committee weighing an unusual bill that
would give the state a role in the newspaper’s
finances, the non-profit Connecticut Mirror
reported yesterday.

READ MORE

Next Week: Two professional development
webinars for your advertising, newsroom staffs

In this March 25 webinar, digital ad sales
consultant and trainer Bob McInnis will
share the processes and technologies that
makes programmatic advertising possible,
the various ways it can be used, and how
you can compete with it.

LEARN MORE

Register

In this webinar, Matt Larson, president and
CEO of Our Hometown Inc., will present
several case studies from publishers that
are using Audio Articles to transform their
newspaper into a podcast.

LEARN MORE

Register

Members of America's Newspapers can register free for both webinars (as part of their
membership) by entering code NEWSROCKS at registration.
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America's Newspapers Calendar
Free Workforce Management Academy - March 25 - This is an intensive three-
part series (March 25, April 15, May 20) tackling the challenges and providing
solutions for publishers, managers and human resources professionals. LEARN
MORE

Free Webinar on March 25 - Programmatic Advertising Demystified. Presented
by Bob McInnis LEARN MORE

Free Webinar on March 26 - Automated Podcasting with Audio Articles.
Presented by Matt Larson of Our Hometown LEARN MORE

PIVOT 2021 - May 11-12
Save the Date: This intensive two-day leadership conference focuses on critical
topics for newspapers in 2021, including what's happening with frequency changes,
mobile workforces and subscriber revenue. LEARN MORE

Family and Independent Owners Conference - May 13
Designed for owners of newspapers operated by both multi-generational families
and for those that are independently owned. LEARN MORE

Annual Meeting / Senior Leadership Conference - Oct. 17-19
Live and In-Person at The Broadmoor in Colorado Springs
This meeting will focus on charting the future for newspapers and will provide safe
settings for discussions and connections with other senior executives from across
the industry. LEARN MORE

Get Involved. Be Heard. Invest In Your Future.   
Keep up with the latest news, schedule of upcoming events and other information specifically for the
newspaper industry. Learn more about America’s Newspapers at www.newspapers.org. And connect
with us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.
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www.newspapers.org
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